
Town of Canaan Climate Smart Task Force Meeting Minutes 

March 25, 2021 

In Attendance: Craig Westcott, Brenda Adams, Terese Platten, Chris Shughrue (visiting), Marion 
Bolognesi, Wendy Dwyer, Jill Henck, Dylan Cipkowski, Becky Meier (regrets sent by Sarah Crowell) 

• Minutes taken by Becky Meier 
• Minutes from last meeting approved. 
• March 8 Town Board Meeting. 

o Passed resolution for appointed task force and Chairman. Worth 30 points. 
o Notice of 2021 Renewable Energy and Sustainable Living Fair was on the Town website, 

but link was not live.   
o Terese will take a picture of notice on website (if it is still there) and send it to Climate 

Smart portal (so maybe we can get points for it). 
o Page on Town website approved, but not actualized yet. 
o Facebook page approved and Marion started it 3/24/21. 

• Points from Clean Energy Program attributable to Climate Smart campaign: 13 points 
o Energy benchmarking 2 
o interior lighting upgrade 1 
o energy code enforcement training 5 
o unified solar permit 5  
o Electric car charging station (once it is working) 
o Bronze = 120 points,  

 including at least one item in at least 4 categories 
 including two mandatory actions (which we have completed)  
 including at least 3 priority items (which we should choose) 
 New Lebanon first city in county to reach Bronze. There are 15 other climate 

smart communities 
• American Rescue Plan money, might include green energy upgrades? County is investigating. 
• Craig working on PE 2 and 3, Greenhouse gas inventory and Government building energy audits 

o these are in priority category 
o Need outside help to complete these 
o Terese's husband works with energy audits 

• Becky will work on coordinating with others to create a list serve and possibly a meeting of 
Climate Smart Task Forces in Columbia County. 

o Columbia County CACs meet quarterly already, maybe we can tap into that? 
o County Kelly Baccaro, Clerk and FOIL Officer at Columbia County, might have list 
o Christine Vanderlan is organizing CACs and Climate Smart email list.  

 Craig will send her contact info to: Jill, Becky, Wendy 
 Becky will contact Christine and send info to others 

• Frogs are going crazy 
o Yay, spring is here! 
o Wendy is working on amphibian crossings (across Route 295. Beebe Pond is jumping!) 

• This Tuesday, Capital Region CAC Roundtable 
o Here is link to 

registration: https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_plVEn92kQI2hQlgc5pN23w?
mc_cid=0fae2a556b&mc_eid=5483b980cb 

https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_plVEn92kQI2hQlgc5pN23w?mc_cid=0fae2a556b&mc_eid=5483b980cb
https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_plVEn92kQI2hQlgc5pN23w?mc_cid=0fae2a556b&mc_eid=5483b980cb


o We're invited.  
o New Lebanon is presenting on their work to get Bronze  

• Website and Facebook page 
o New Climate Smart page on town website approved 

 Would Marion need admin permission to set it up? 
 Marion could meet with Heather to work on this.  
 Terese will coordinate getting Heather and Marion together.  
 On the Climate Smart website page we will link to oiur Facebook page; so that 

Facebook page will have current campaigns and issues and website will be fairly 
static (since it's so hard to change!) 

 Town is working on a new and better website. 
o Marion set up Facebook page. She, Craig and Terese are admins.  

 https://www.facebook.com/ClimateSmartCanaan 
 There is a public page that people can comment and add to with moderator 

approval (I'm assuming Marion is the moderator at this point.) 
 There is a private group that the Task Force could use to communicate with 

each other.  
 It looks great! 
 Task Force members will be invited. Share and invite local friends. 

• We should send Heather, deputy town clerk, minutes of our meetings.  
o Terese will do this. 

• Wendy: Composting and Rain Barrel Sale 
o Wendy, Terese, Marion and Becky are working on this.  
o May need help from others 
o Dan Rain, Recycling Coordinator in Bethlehem, has been selling composters and rain 

barrels at half price (annually), https://bethlehemcompostersale.ecwid.com/ 
o Wendy wants to coordinate for Columbia County, through Bethlehem 
o We want to collaborate with other Columbia County towns 

 Jolene Race has been contacted and other towns through their CSCs 
o We need to advertise/ get the word out to Columbia county residents 
o Wendy will send Marion info about event and Marion will create a poster 

 Becky, Marion, Terese offered to help print the flyers 
 Who will put them up? 

 Post in Post offices, grocery stores... 
o Marion will also put info on Facebook page 

 We should all share info and distribute info to our personal contacts in Columbia 
County. 

o Wendy will pick up Columbia County orders from Bethlehem with U-Haul 
o Becky will distribute and educate 

 Decided after meeting to use the New Lebanon Park near Town Hall to 
distribute the composters/rain barrels because of its easy car access and space.  

o Becky and Wendy will continue to work on details and ask for help as needed. 
o Austerlitz has a picture of each task force member next to their compost 

• Dylan: Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) 
o Dylan does this in his work at Farmscape Ecology 
o He looked at action and at examples- great differences in details of others 
o He will discuss with Jill next week 
o County has an NRI 

https://www.facebook.com/ClimateSmartCanaan
https://bethlehemcompostersale.ecwid.com/


 maybe we can use parts of it? 
o Someone is mapping underground water 

 Terese can get Dylan the name of person 
o Ward Stone might have info that would be helpful 

 he grew up locally and knows a lot about the area, worked for DEC and is a 
retired wildlife biologist 

 Wendy may have contact info for Ward and will send it to Dylan 
o Pat Liddle might be willing to help. 
o New Lebanon did an extensive NRI 

• Capital Region Regional Planning Commission representation 
o Tara from CDRPC is returning from her maternity leave soon and Jill is going on her 

maternity leave in 5 weeks 
o Not sure which one will be at our next meeting 
o When Jill returns from her leave, they may reorganize who helps which towns 

• Next Meeting 
o We meet on the 4th Thursday of every month. 
o The next meeting will be on April 22 (almost Earth Day!). 

  



February 25, 2021, 7 pm to 8:40 pm (Zoom) 

In attendance: Craig Westcott, Terese Platten, Wendy Dwyer, Sarah Crowell, Marion Bolognesi, Jill 
Henck (CDRPC), Becky Meier 

Reviewed minutes from January 21 meeting; minutes accepted with one correction “Sarah Crowell 
works for NYS Department of State”; Craig Westcott offered to correct the meeting minutes of each 
meeting before the following meeting (attendees should send any corrections to meeting minutes to 
Craig) 

Scheduled next meeting Thursday, March 25, 7 pm to 8:30 pm (We will meet monthly on the fourth 
Thursdays of the month until such time as we determine we need to meet more often.) 

Terese Platten reported on the Town Board Meeting of February 8: 

• The Town Board asked why we don’t have any points yet.  
• The Town agreed to post the notice of the Annual Renewable Energy & Sustainable Living Fair 

on the Town website 
• The Town also agreed that the Climate Smart Community (CSC) Task Force could have a 

dedicated page on the Town website to post minutes, actions, projects, awards, link, and so 
forth 

• The Town was not averse to the Climate Smart Task Force creating and administering a 
Facebook page but wanted to know who would be administering it. 

Discussion:  

• We have points from the Canaan Clean Energy Community high impact actions: 
o Adopted a benchmarking policy to track and report the energy use of the Town’s 

municipal buildings. [CSC PE3 Action: Energy Benchmarking for Government Buildings 2 
points] 

o Performed energy efficiency and renewable energy upgrades to municipal buildings to 
achieve 10% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. [CSC PE3 Action: Interior Lighting 
Upgrades 1 point] 

o Streamlined the local approval processes for solar projects through adoption of the New 
York State Unified Solar Permit. [CSC PE6 Action: Unified Solar Permit 5 points] 

o Completed energy code enforcement training on best practices in energy code 
enforcement for the Town’s Code Officer. [CSC PE3 Action: Energy Code Enforcement 
Training 5 points] 

• Website/Facebook: 
o The Town’s website has been inaccessible for nearly a month and is now on February 25 

finally accessible for administration so the notice of the green living fair was not posted 
but every attempt will be made to post the notice on March 1.  

o We formed a Social Media subcommittee: Marion B and Terese P, who will work 
together to administer the Facebook page; Marion will meet with the New Lebanon CSC 
task force and Marc Enthosien and research other CSC Facebook pages before Terese 
and Marion present plans to the Town of Canaan. Bob Connors is willing to help with the 
work of this subcommittee. 



o Terese P will show the Town Board the Town of New Lebanon CSC task force webpage. 
• CSC Portal and Points: 

o There are two mandatory actions (PE1 Actions) for which we can earn 30 points by 
passing a single Town Board resolution creating the CSC Task Force (20 points) and 
Naming the CSC Coordinator (10 points). Terese will bring this to the Town Board at the 
March Town Board meeting. 

o Other PE1 Actions for which we qualify: 
 National/Regional Climate Program = CEC program = 3 points 
 Partnerships with Other Entities = 3 points for each 

• Conservation Advisory Council (CAC) roundtable participation 
• Composting program at New Lebanon 
• Community repair at New Lebanon 
• Community solarize campaign  

o We formed a subcommittee (Craig Westcott) for the two priority actions 
 PE2 Action: Government operations GHG inventory (16 points; priority action)  
 PE3 Action: Government building energy audits (8 points; priority action) 

(Terese Platten will connect Tom Platten with Craig Westcott regarding ASHRAE-
level audits) 

o We are interested in pursuing the following actions: 
 PE2 Action: Government Operations Climate Action Plan 
 PE4 action: Green power procurement; farmer’s market in town park; 

community GHG assessment (Marion Bolognesi) 
 PE5 Actions: e.g., construction & demolition waste, composting/compost bins 

for residents, waste reduction education campaign, free store (Wendy Dwyer 
and Becky Meier) 

 PE7 Actions: green power procurement; natural resources inventory (culvert 
right-sizing); hazard mitigation plan; can partner with Cornell Cooperative 
Extension (CCE) (Craig Westcott and Sarah Crowell [contact Town of Richmond, 
MA; CCE]) 

 PE8 Actions: e.g., green vendor fair (Becky Meier and Wendy Dwyer) 
 PE9 Actions: e.g., climate change education; community education regarding 

Weatherization Assistance Program and NYSERDA Empower (Becky Meier) 
• Process and Procedure: 

o We discussed how to organize our materials for point accumulation as there is 
documentation that must be submitted through the CSC portal in order to acquire the 
points. Craig shared New Lebanon’s Bronze action items list and created a Google drive 
for us to share documents. We will upload everything to the CSC portal when we are 
ready with all the documentation. 

—Minutes submitted by Terese Platten 

  



Zoom meeting 

January 21, 2021 

Canaan, NY Climate Smart Community Committee 

In attendance: Craig Westcott, Terese Platten, Wendy Dwyer, Sarah Crowell, Marion Bolognesi, Dylan 
Dipkowski, Jill Henck, Becky Meier 

Minutes taken by Becky Meier 

Introductions 

• Craig Westcott: grew up in farm town near Rochester, educator, social organizer, workined at 
Darrow School from 2000-2018, now does fundraising for Columbia Land Conservancy, lives in 
Canaan to be near to his job in Chatham and Darrow, where his two teenage sons go to 
school. was on New Lebanon Conservation Committee, always been interested in nature. 

• Wendy Dwyer: 21 years in Canaan, moved here to be a visiting nurse in this area, bought 
inexpensive home and fixed it up, lives the talk- electric car, solar panels, lives sustainably, 
grew up in Guilderland, is on Columbia County Zero Waste Committee, Capital District Zero 
Waste Committee, Activist, Retired 

• Sarah Crowell:Activist, moved here in 1999 from Brooklyn NY when her husband took a job with 
the Columbia Land Conservancy, Urban Planner, son went to Darrow, kids now in college, NYS 
Climate Action Council, was on Chatham Planning Board, now has miniature donkeys on 
Route 9 off Route 295 

• Marion Bolognesi: Grew up in Hardwick, MA, bought property in Canaan in 2016, built home 
and moved here in 2019 from Brooklyn, where she lived for 16 years. she is an artist and 
designer, can do graphic designing, web development and communicate on social media 

• Dylan Dipkowski: Grew up in Ghent, has been in Canaan for  years, choose Canaan because he 
found a good rental property here, naturalist, environmentalist, interested in issues around 
climate change, expert with GIS, works for Farmscape Ecology, entomologist 

• Becky Meier: Grew up in Chicago, Philadelphia and NYC, lived in Canaan since 1984, raised two 
children in Canaan, 20 years as an elementary school teacher, now work with immigrants, 
speaks Spanish, Co-founder of Stop NY Fracked Gas Pipeline (which helped to stop the 
Northeast Energy Direct fracked gas pipeline, proposed to go from PA to MA coast through 
Canaan or New Lebanon), Co-founded Community Advocates for a Sustainable Environment, 
CASE, which has put on 4 annual Renewable Energy and Sustainable Living Fairs, next fair will 
be virtual on March 6. Brought Robin Reynolds from CDRPC to a Canaan Board meeting many 
years ago, has been advocating for a Canaan Climate Committee for years 

• Terese Platten: grew up in PA, lived in Canaan for 25 years, moved here because housing was 
inexpensive, a Canaan town board member, single handedly got the town to participate in the 
Clean Energy Communities Program which made town energy improvements and resulted in 
a $35,000 grant, freelance editor- mostly on science topics, loves wildlife tracking 

• Jill Henck: Capital District Regional Planning Commission, senior planner, taking over for Tara 
Danadio, who is our CDRPC liaison, while she is on maternity leave, works with the towns of 
Austerlitz and New Lebanon and can help us collaborate with other towns, Jill is pregnant, 
expecting in May, grew up in the Utica area, has lived in Westerlo for about 3 years, on her 
town's Zoning Board and working on town comprehensive plan, has experience working on 
town board with solar developers. 



Task: 

• This Committee is tasked with working on the NY DEC Climate Smart Communities Program.  
• Climate Smart Communities (CSC) is a New York State program that helps local governments 

take action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to a changing climate. The 
program offers free technical assistance, grants, and rebates for electric vehicles.  

• Registered communities have made a commitment to act by passing the CSC pledge.  
• Certified communities are the foremost leaders in the state; they have gone beyond the CSC 

pledge by completing and documenting a suite of actions that mitigate and adapt to climate 
change at the local level. 

Organization: 

• Craig will serve as our Chairperson and we will need to decide whether he or someone else will 
be the Coordinator. 

• We will rotate the job of taking minutes 

Previous work on the Clean Energy Communities Program: 

• Terese Platten, Town of Canaan councilperson, began work in 2017 on the Clean 
Energy Community (CEC) Program, sponsored by New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA). The Capital District Regional Planning Commission, a 
third-party NYSERDA contractor, worked with the Town on the CEC program. In May 2019, 
the Town of Canaan was designated a CEC by NYSERDA. The Town received the designation 
for completing four of 10 high-impact clean energy actions identified by NYSERDA as part of 
the CEC initiative: 

1. Adopted a benchmarking policy to track and report the energy use of the Town’s 
municipal buildings. 

2. Performed energy efficiency and renewable energy upgrades to municipal buildings 
to achieve 10% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. (Incandescent and fluorescent 
light bulbs were changed to LEDs inside and outside the town hall building using the 
NYSEG Small Business Energy Efficiency [direct install] Program. The total cost of the 
project was $9,497.29 with NYSEG covering $2,166.34 of the cost and the town 
covering the remainder [$7,330.95]). 

3. Streamlined the local approval processes for solar projects through adoption of the 
New York State Unified Solar Permit. 

4. Completed energy code enforcement training on best practices in energy code 
enforcement for the Town’s Code Officer.  

• After CEC designation, the Town was given the opportunity to apply for a $35,000 grant to be 
used toward additional clean energy projects. Climate Action Associates assisted the Town with 
grant writing and submission. The grant was awarded in October 2019. The grant funds were 
used to (1) purchase a plug-in electric vehicle (PHEV) SUV for use by the Code Enforcement 
Officer (the Code Enforcement Officer at the time worked for two towns and one village, and 
the vehicle is used and maintained under an intermunicipal agreement between the Town of 
Canaan and the other municipalities) and (2) purchase and install an electric car charging station 
in the town park. 



Climate Smart Communities Overview: 

• Jill gave us a quick overview of the Climate Smart Communities program administered by the NY 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC).  

o The portal for the program is at https://climatesmart.ny.gov/ 
o Different actions receive different points.  
o Aim is to become a Bronze Community by amassing 120 points.  
o At the moment there is no money associated with achieving this goal, but there may be 

in the future.  
o We can upload our actions quarterly.  
o Jill suggests we start by creating a Climate Action Plan and doing a Greenhouse gas 

inventory for the town.  

Reporting to the Town Board 

• Terese will report our work at the monthly board meetings 

Homework:  

• We should all look over the portal and pick 3-5 actions that we are personally interested in 
working on. 

• We should all contribute to this Google Doc which is a running list of Environmental Action ideas 
for the Town of Canaan.  

• Terese will look through the portal and record what the town has already accomplished.  
• Becky will speak with Jill and Craig about whether CASE's upcoming Renewable Energy and 

Sustainable Living Fair can somehow be associated with Canaan and thereby earn us any 
points. 

Next meeting 

• Thursday, February 25 at 7 pm through Zoom 
• We will meet monthly on Thursday evenings at 7 pm 

 

https://climatesmart.ny.gov/
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XcBrn-gpmNyZSkIiRTg5Vg2xd9FwhAeoZvxrBGT1uKQ/edit?usp=sharing

