Supervisor's Letter, March 2022
To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose…
As of this writing, we are in the early stages of a late winter storm
expected to deliver ten inches of snow. After the long lines of skiers’ cars
zipping north last night on Route 22, and before the plows have cleared
the roads, everything is remarkably still and extraordinarily beautiful.
Sounds and sights are few, the storm a reminder of our connection to the
land and all it has to offer. The storm’s timing suggests a last gasp of
winter. The first signs of spring are already here as the light returns and
local maple sugar farmers repair and clean their lines for the harvest of
maple sap. Over the winter months, your town officials have also been
occupied with various activities in preparation for the coming year and a
resumption of more normal activities. These include housekeeping issues
and new initiatives. As this contemplative and restorative season comes to
a close, we are off to a good start and eagerly looking forward to seeing
more of each of you around town, at meetings, at community events, and
through volunteer initiatives.
Housekeeping
In January the town conducts its annual Organizational Meeting.
Appointments and policies are decided for the coming
year, http://https://canaannewyork.org/wpcontent/uploads/2022/03/Organizational-Resolutions-2022002.pdf.
Key town services are provided by 9 elected officials, 13 paid staff, and 37
volunteers. During and post covid, with a high demand for employees and
low unemployment, we have been successful with the recruitment and

retention efforts required to keep these positions filled without an
interruption of services. This January, we welcomed newly-elected
officials: Town Councilperson Will Powers, Highway Superintendent
Stephen Van Tassel, and Town Clerk/ Tax Collector Josh Weisbuch. Will
and Josh took the training provided by the Association of Towns for their
respective positions in January; Stephen will take the first available
highway training in May. All three officials spent time with outgoing peers
in November/ December with the goal of a smooth transition.
In February, the Town Board performed the required annual audit of cash
accounts for the Town Clerk, Tax Collector, Town Justices and the Town
Supervisor. The financial books of those offices were found to be in order.
The Town Board approved the Highway Superintendent’s request to go
out to bid for Heavy Equipment, Materials, Hauling and Services, as well
as the 2022 Annual Agreement that identifies the paving and repairs
scheduled for town roads in 2022. The Town filed its 2021 Annual
Update Document - an annual audit performed by the New York State
Comptroller’s Office of local governments and schools - with New York
State. Additional revenues from mortgage and sales taxes, and the CHIPS
program, provided sufficient funds for the town to maintain or increase
services without raising taxes. At the same time we were able to increase
our cash reserves for the General and the Highway Funds by 20% and 11%
respectively.
New Initiatives
In February, the Town passed a Resolution Against Hate, With this
Resolution, we joined Columbia County, New Lebanon, and other local

towns with resolutions to define the communities we want for our
families, neighbors, businesses and visitors. In the process, we reaffirmed
a commitment “that all people of our community or visitors to our
community have the right to feel safe and be treated equally and with
respect and dignity regardless of their race, religion, nationality, gender
identity and sexual orientation." See the website for the full text of the
Resolution. http://https://canaannewyork.org/wpcontent/uploads/2022/03/Resolution-against-hate.pdf.
There are a number of new events planned for Stoddard Park this spring
as we respond to requests for more opportunities for people to get
together and it’s safe for people to gather. We are planning an Earth Day
event (park cleanup) on Saturday, April 23, an Arbor Day event (tree
planting in honor of town volunteers) on Saturday, April 30, and
a Memorial Day service (honoring vets and their families) on Monday,
May 30. Want to meet people and help your Town? Volunteers are
needed for each of these events.
Finally, as new families come to Canaan there are more inquiries about
town resources and activities. One of our community members suggested
that we put together a Welcome Packet, a compilation that could include a
short history, town and county resources, local organizations, volunteer
activities, etc. Two volunteers are looking for one or two more interested
people to assemble information and photos and come up with a design.
Do you have writing or desktop publishing skills? Join us for this short
term project, the goal is to publish early this summer.

In closing, we hope you enjoy the third edition of our quarterly newsletter
and are inspired to get out and see more of your community. If you know
neighbors who would appreciate being up to date on our town, please
forward this email, pick up a hard copy at the town hall, or send them this
link supervisor@canaannewyork.com to subscribe. Scroll to the end of
this edition to find a handy Calendar of Town Events. See you @Town!
Brenda Adams
Town Supervisor
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Federal Broadband Grant Update
The federal funding package for our broadband grant with Ghent,
Austerlitz, and New Lebanon has been delayed. With Congressman
Delgado’s support, Congress passed the funding bill in the fall. It
subsequently stalled in the Senate with a failure to meet December and
February passage milestones. Senators Gillibrand and Schumer
continue to believe the funding will be awarded; the current
information is for a Senate vote in March. We have used the
intervening time wisely, refining coverage maps and going out to bid
for services. For more information, or if you or someone you know

does not have Broadband on their road, please contact Brenda Adams
at supervisor@canaannewyork.org as soon as possible.

Meet Our New Town Officials

Stephen Van Tassel - Highway
Superintendent
Stephen has lived in Canaan all
his life, currently on County
Route 5. He has been employed
in the Town of Canaan Highway
Department for more than three
years, learning the necessary
skills and knowledge to maintain
the road systems and town
equipment. Did you know that
Canaan has more than 50 miles
of roads? He’s also begun to
expand his knowledge of the
administrative side of the
department, learning about the
highway budget, and CHIPS and
FEMA - two major revenue
sources for the department. He

takes great pride in keeping our
roads safe for the traveling
public and ensuring that all
projects are managed and
executed to the best of his
ability. Stephen believes he has a
committed crew that is well
trained in all aspects of road
work, ready and able to meet the
needs of the town.
Stephen says it best: “After a few
years of working for the Highway
Department, I realized my
passion and turned it into my
purpose. I wanted to be the
Highway Superintendent to
better the department and the
town, and to maintain the safety
and well-being of our
community.”
Welcome Stephen!

Josh S. Weisbuch - Town Clerk
Josh is the third generation of
his family to live or summer in
our area. He, his wife and son
make their home in Canaan
Center, his son goes to school in
Chatham.
After graduating with a business
degree from Boston University
and serving a stint with the
federal government in
Washington, DC, Josh has been
a small business owner,
specializing in information
technology solutions for
individuals, businesses, schools,
and hospitals. As an EMS first
responder, he worked with
diverse groups of people on
trauma and community

settings.
As Josh says: "I want to build on
the 30 years of service given by
Charlotte Cowan to support the
town supervisor, town board,
and residents of Canaan. I have
learned to appreciate all the hard
work by everyone involved in the
town. I very much appreciate,
and have benefited greatly, from
the knowledge and experience
provided by the staff, supervisor,
town board, and volunteers,
especially Deputy Clerk, Heather
O’Grady.”
Welcome Josh!

Will Powers - Canaan Town Board Will and Amanda Powers have
lived on a rural road in Canaan for more than 25 years, where they

have raised three children, all attending Chatham High School.
Will’s interests focus on environmental
protection; conservation, infrastructure, including roads and
broadband, and living in a community where we care for each other.
He has served on the town’s recreation committee for more than five
years. Because Will has enjoyed the quality of life offered by our
small town, he looks forward to giving back to the community by
serving on the board.
Will is an active outdoorsman who enjoys hiking, fishing, and bird
hunting. All three of his children learned to swim at Queechy Lake,
where the whole family enjoys fishing and kayaking. His youngest
daughter Ava is a senior at Chatham High School, while his son
Liam attends SUNY Fredonia and his oldest daughter Chloe lives
and works in Manhattan. Aside from Ava and his wife Amanda, Will
lives with an energetic border collie, two senior rescue cats, and a
dozen free-range chickens.
Welcome Will!

Columbia County KISS Program

The Columbia County KISS program is available again this year at
the Canaan Town Hall to seniors in Columbia County. Keeping the
Identities of Seniors Safe, or KISS, was designed to protect the
identities of our seniors by providing a free, local, secure, depository
for the shredding of sensitive documents. Founded by County Clerk
Holly Tanner in 2015, the program has shredded and recycled over
95,000 pounds of documents from seniors across the county. This
year bins will be at the Canaan Town Hall, during normal Town
Clerk’s business hours, as follows: March 14 – March 25, June 6 –
June 24, August 29 – September 9 and November 28 – December
9.

Senior Lunch Program
Seniors, looking for something to do and some great conversation?
Any town resident 60 or older, is eligible to participate in the
Canaan Senior Lunch Program sponsored by the Columbia County
Office of the Aging. Lunches are provided weekly at the Canaan
Town Hall on Wednesdays, from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm. A $3.00
contribution is suggested to help defray the cost of the program.
In addition to providing lunch, we have educational speakers, live

entertainment, games, trips and more. We have also recently started
showing movies. It is also a great way to meet new friends. Come
join us for a meal, camaraderie and fun. For more information, or to
volunteer to help run the program, please contact Stephanie Guelpa,
the site manager, at 518-781-0028.
If you are planning to attend, please contact Stephanie, at the above
number, by Monday evening so that we can order the correct
number of meals.

Veterans and their families are invited to gather for a fun afternoon
and some great food sponsored by the PFC Joseph P. Dwyer Veterans
Peer Support organization.

Columbia County Student Summer Job
Opportunity
The 2022 Summer Youth Employment Program is designed to
provide enrolled college students with summer jobs as an
opportunity to explore future county government employment
opportunities.
Applicants must be residents of Columbia County, at least 18 years
of age and under the age of 24 years. They must be enrolled full time
in an undergraduate or graduate level college or university for the
Fall 2022 semester. They must be sponsored by one of the members
of the Columbia County Board of Supervisors; each Supervisor is
allowed to sponsor one applicant.
For more information or application materials, contact Brenda
Adams at 518-781-3144 or supervisor@canaannewyork.org.
Applications by interested Canaan students should be submitted to

Brenda Adams at Canaan Town Hall, PO Box 459, Canaan, NY
12029 or supervisor@canaannewyork.org on or before April 15,
2022.

Canaan Climate Smart Task Force
The Town of Canaan Climate Smart Communities (CSC) Task Force
was formed in March 2021 to encourage, implement, and quantify
the town’s efforts to address the climate crisis. (The New York State
Climate Smart Communities Program is co-sponsored by NYSERDA
and DEC.) Task Force members are Marion Bolognesi, Dylan
Cipkowski, Becky Meier, Paul Naamon, Town Councilperson Will
Powers, and Craig Westcott. The Task Force is accumulating points
toward CSC Bronze status and is incorporating the previous efforts
made by the Town in completing the NYSERDA Clean Energy
Community Program. The Task Force is currently working on a
natural resources inventory, government building energy audit, and
other efforts such as education about composting and solar energy,

which are posted on the Canaan CSC Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/ClimateSmartCanaan.

Canaan Historical Society
We have a new roof! With support from two local foundations (HRBT
Foundation, and the Veillette-Nifosi Foundation) and many individual
local donors, we re-roofed the Meeting House. Historic Preservation
Carpenter Kurt Hoelter, our super volunteer, repaired cornices, fascia
boards and the bell tower itself with an 80 foot lift. The belfry was also
painted
The Collections Committee, under Dodie Gearing’s leadership and
including Jennifer Ambrosio, Liz Chapman, Nancy Jackson and Kathy
Bott, cleared the meeting house of debris and cleaned the entire nave
and all the collection cases.
We had a full summer of successful programs and several
archeological workshops. We overcame administrative challenges – reestablished the Society’s tax exempt status, revised the By-laws, and

planned a Capital Campaign to fund $100,000 for critical external
building repairs. The Membership Committee (Nancy Jackson, Dodie
Gearing, & Jennifer Ambrosio) achieved 85 new members. We have
also re-connected with our Life Members. As a result, our coffers have
been adequate to operate the Society and to begin work on restoring
the building.
We have a new website (CanaanHistoricalSociety.org), and email
address (CanaanHistoricalSociety@gmail.com) thanks to David Botti
and Jennifer Ambrosio.
If we haven’t called on you for help yet, don’t worry - we will soon! The
Society needs many heads and hands to meet our goals of maintaining
our wonderful 1829 Meeting House which is approaching 200 years
and to run interesting historical programs. So please be generous with
your time, talent and treasure.
And mark your calendars for the celebration of Canaan own
Independence Day on June 25th, 2022!!

125 Years of The Berkshire Farm
Berkshire Industrial Farm Center was incorporated in February 1897
so it is celebrating 125 years in 2022.
Frederick and Catherine Burnham purchased 580 acres of farmland in
the Town of Canaan from the Shakers in 1886. Frederick Burnham
was a prominent lawyer in Newark, New Jersey and the couple had
strong feelings for underprivileged children. A cottage system was
established to help keep wayward minors from reformatories and jails
from becoming hardened criminals.
In 1936 Berkshire Industrial Farm Center had five modern dormitory
cottages, six staff cottages, kitchen and laundry, and an academic
school and infirmary. Carpentry, construction, auto-mechanics, and a
print shop were all important to the young boy’s education in trades.
Scientific farming was also included in their lives with a horse, pigs,
ducks and chickens, and a garden. Boys would learn to swim in
Queechy Lake and there were weekend camping trips. Skating,
coasting, and skiing were encouraged in the winter.
Today the Berkshire Farm Center is an important part of the Town of
Canaan and continues to support families.

Red Rock Schoolhouse Restoration Continues
The Friends of the Red Rock Schoolhouse received a grant of $7,500
from the HRBT Foundation for the restoration work. Located on
County Route 24, it was built in the early 1800's and the interior has
been largely untouched since it closed to students in the middle of the
last century. This grant will help the committee to lift the building off
its foundation in order to replace the sills and install new piers to
support the building. You may email rrhsnewyork@gmail.com for
more information.

Canaan Community Solar Campaign Update
The Town of Canaan signed up its municipal electricity accounts
with Ampion Renewable Energy and invites you to join in
supporting the Town’s sustainability initiatives while saving money!
Community solar brings clean electricity to NY and provides
residents with up to a 10% discount on their electricity costs. It’s a
win-win. An extraordinary response to this campaign, over 80
households, has resulted in a 3 to 6 month waiting period for new
households to come online. That said, the sooner, you sign up, the
sooner you will begin to save. As energy costs continue to rise, every
little bit helps.
To learn more, please contact Becky Meier, member of the Climate
Smart Task Force, at beckyjmeier@gmail.com or (518) 929-4664.

Fix It - Don't Ditch It!
Calling All Handy Men and Women for the Repair Cafe...The ever
popular Repair Café will be a featured event at the Climate Carnival
at the Columbia County Fairgrounds in Chatham. Repair Cafes,

https://www.repaircafeusa.org/, are community meeting places
where people of all ages bring beloved but broken items to be
repaired, for free, by skilled volunteers who are often your
neighbors!
What kinds of things do people bring? Lamps, clocks, and other
small electrics, wooden toys and furniture, clothing and other
textiles, stuffed animals, bikes, jewelry, dull knives and scissors, and
digital devices. Bring something you can’t live without and join the
fun! Even if it can’t be fixed, you’ll have a good time trying, and may
meet new friends!
Repair Cafes have begun to pop up in various local communities,
slowing or even reversing our throwaway culture. As the Climate
Carnival will be a county wide event, we are looking to expand our
roster of fixers. Some areas of repair are: general mechanical, lamps
and small electrical appliances, sewing machines, furniture,
electronics, vacuum cleaners, watches and clocks, jewelry, knife /
tool sharpening, crockery / ceramics, hand sewing / fabric repairs,
other.
If you or someone you know has ability in this areas, please contact
Bruce Shenker at 518-781-4525 or bshenker@gmail.com.

The Canaan Calendar
March 14 / Town Board Meeting / Town Hall / 7PM
March 14 – 25 / KISS program / Town Hall / clerk’s office hours

April 11 / Town Board Meeting / Town Hall / 7PM
April 23 / Earth Day / 9 to 12 / Stoddard Park / park cleanup
April 30 / Arbor Day / 10 AM / Stoddard Park / Tree Planting to honor volunteers
May 7 / Household Hazardous Waste drop-off / 8 to 12 / County HW Dept / Route
23B / Greenport
May 9 / Town Board Meeting / Town Hall / 7PM
May 30 / Memorial Day / 1PM / Honoring Veterans / Canaan firehouse to Canaan
Memorial to Stoddard Park
June 12 / Joseph Dwyer Bar B Q / 1-5 PM / Greenport Park
June 13 / Town Board meeting / Town Hall / 7PM
June 25 / Canaan Independence Day / Canaan Historical Society
July 16 / Climate Carnival / 10 – 4 / Chatham Fairgrounds
July 24 / Garden Conservancy Open Day / Rockland Farm, Canaan

Need to Know?
The Town of Canaan website https://canaannewyork.org offers
information on a range of topics. Check it out for Town Hall hours,
meeting dates, contact information for town officials and much more.
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