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Welcome to Summer! 
 

 

Supervisor's Letter, June, 2022 
 

Greetings, 

 

Summer arrived with a 21-gun salute as the Canaan community 

gathered to celebrate its first Memorial Day in more than 30 years. 

Thanks to the extraordinary efforts of retired Command Sargent Gary 

Flaherty, a Canaan resident and Director of Veteran Affairs for 

Columbia County, a parade stepped off from the Canaan Firehouse at 

1:45. Wreaths were laid at the Canaan Veteran’s Memorial with a 

program following at Stoddard Park.  



 

Participants included local veterans and/or family members, the New 

Lebanon American Legion Color Guard, representatives from the 

District, Chatham, and New Lebanon American Legions and 

Auxiliaries, the Ghent Band, bugler Marty Schmitt, and the Canaan, 

East Chatham and Red Rock Fire Companies and members of the 

community. 

 

Speaking at the event were Assemblywoman Didi Barrett and 

Brigadier General Todd Traver. Brigadier General Traver, still on 

active duty, acknowledged and honored the men and women who have 

served our country, past and present.  Abbot Paul Naamon gave the 

Benediction and prayer for peace. Thanks to everyone who 

participated and made this a day to remember for veterans and 

community members alike. 

 

We are approaching summer programs and events with cautious 

optimism. After a spike in May, the number of Covid cases seems to be 

going down once again. The Summer Swim program will operate 

without restrictions this year. In partnership with the Canaan and 

Chatham Libraries, we will offer a Summer Reading program in 

Stoddard Park on Friday afternoons, and an August 4th concert in 

Stoddard Park with the Hudson Valley Chamber Musicians. These 

events are outdoors and free of charge. A local businesswoman is 



organizing a Community Day on July 23rd to connect neighbors and to 

support and grow our local community. We hope you will check out 

these events and the many more offerings below this summer. 

 

There are a number of housekeeping issues underway, including Town 

Hall and Highway Building repairs, highway equipment purchases 

and, of course, road repairs. NYS has paved Route 22 from the Canaan 

line to Churchill Lane in New Lebanon, a continuation of the project 

begun in Canaan in 2019. Again this year, we will receive higher than 

usual state funds for paving which will allow us to meet and possibly 

expand our 2022 paving plan objectives, even with the significantly 

higher cost of materials and fuel. Volunteers from the Canaan Climate 

Smart Task Force and the community led a park clean-up day and have 

extended their work with the rehab and replanting of one of the flower 

beds with native plants. 

 

Our federal broadband grant or earmark in partnership with the towns 

of Ghent, Austerlitz, and New Lebanon is moving slowly through the 

system. Having won approval in both the House and the Senate, the 

next step is an application through the USDA ReConnect program. The 

next USDA ReConnect application is later this summer, dashing our 

hopes to begin the buildout this summer. As the funds have already 

been awarded and set aside by Congress, we are asking for an 

expedited application process that would potentially allow work to 



begin later this year. We will know more when the application process 

begins in July or August. 

 

Finances are in good order. Revenue streams, with the exception of 

Fines and Forfeitures, are on or ahead of target. Expenses, due to 

rising costs, are being watched carefully.  One project, resurfacing of 

the tennis and basketball courts, has been tabled for this year given the 

increase in the cost of materials and mid-year revenue and expense 

reviews. 

 

Speed on local roads has become a significant issue in the last two 

years with substantially more complaints from neighbors, local 

businesses and highway workers. Local law enforcement agencies are 

understaffed, due to Covid and the marketplace, creating a perfect 

storm. We are working with the County to schedule speed studies on 

Peaceful Valley, Frisbee, County Route 5 North, and County Route 24. 

We now have data on Frisbee Street to support and prioritize requests 

for additional monitoring and enforcement from local law 

enforcement. Preliminary data suggests this is not just weekend or 

event traffic. Week mornings and afternoons are an issue too. Please 

slow down folks! 

 

In closing, with graduations, weddings, in-person meetings, active 

projects and a full event calendar, summer is here. It is my hope for 



 

each of you that we will take the time to savor this special season, 

brilliant, sunny days and thunderstorms, friend and family gatherings, 

fresh food and so many things to do. As we come together more 

frequently, I hope we are reminded why we love this place we call 

home and how fortunate we are to be a part of an extended family of 

caring neighbors and community members. 

 

With gratitude, Happy Summer! 

Brenda Adams 

   
 

  



  



  

 

 

 

 

Queechy Lake Annual Boat Parade 

Saturday, July 2 

Since 1975, the Queechy Lake Club has held an annual boat parade 

around the July 4th holiday. This year, the parade will be held on July 2 

at 2PM. Boat owners from around the lake decorate their boats hoping 

to win one of the awards. The audience lines up early on Queechy Lake 

Drive to view the parade. This is a fun, family event; go early and pick 

your favorite spot! 

To learn more about the work of the Queechy Lake Club, or to become 

a member, visit www.queechylake.org  
 

  

https://canaannewyork.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b09feb3e76473f0e63241e2e8&id=1d0da96293&e=a9fba9c7b0


  

  



 

  

 

New Lebanon Indoor Farmer's Market Joins 

Sundays Outside Market 
 

You may have visited the traditional outdoor farmers market that takes 

place in downtown New Lebanon. But have you heard about the indoor 

farmers market in New Lebanon? It's new and located in the 

remodeled house on the corner of West Street across from Angel's 

Trumpet.  We share the building with K&Co Consignment and Laura 

Austin Interior Design.   

 

The indoor farmers market is an effort to improve access to nutritious 



 

and delicious food for local consumers. Like any good farmers market, 

it emphasizes locally produced fruits, vegetables, eggs, cheeses, dairy 

items, baked goods, meats, and such. 

 

The market supplements what's available from local producers with 

regional and national products people expect such as bananas, 

tomatoes, and avocados from away. There is also fresh frozen seafood 

direct from the piers in Boston. 

 

This broad variety is just a few minutes away from Canaan. You can 

drop in and shop just as you would at a traditional grocery, or you can 

place an order online for pickup or delivery. It's easy either way. And 

the market accepts SNAP benefits too. 

 

Visit the market's website for more 

information: https://newlebanonfarmersmarket.com/ 

  

.  
 

  

https://canaannewyork.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b09feb3e76473f0e63241e2e8&id=4c3665de41&e=a9fba9c7b0


 

  

Wonderful Local Garden Tour 

On Garden Conservancy Days, gardeners from all over the country 

open their private gardens for visitors during the summer. On Sunday, 

July 24, Rockland Farm in Canaan invites visitors from 10AM to 4PM. 

Featured in books, magazines and local papers, Rockland Farm has 

welcomed visitors since 2007. 

  

If you would like to explore this large and varied landscape, please 

register in advance at gardenconservancy.org.  On the home page, click 

on Open Days at the top, then on Open Days Gardens when it comes 

up underneath, and then on the Rockland Farm picture or where 

asked the name of the garden.  A detailed description will then appear, 

and below it the opportunity to Register Now.  If you decide to visit at 

the last minute, you may not be able to register online but will be able 

to do so at the garden itself. No dogs are allowed in the garden or the 

parking area. 

  

https://canaannewyork.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b09feb3e76473f0e63241e2e8&id=82ad0c0169&e=a9fba9c7b0


 

Ample parking will be available. What better way to spend a peaceful 

hour or two on a Sunday!  
 

  

  

 

Don't miss the fun! Lessons start July 5 at Adams Point Beach. 

Register on-line: 

http://Canaannewyork.org/recreation.committee/  
 

  

https://canaannewyork.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b09feb3e76473f0e63241e2e8&id=bb13c74f9c&e=a9fba9c7b0


  

2023 Reassessment Update 

In April, the assessor mailed each property owner a summary listing 

that contained any structures on their parcel. It was requested that 

owners review, make corrections and return if needed. The response 

was great. Thank you! 

 

This mailing had a deadline of June 1st to return with corrections. 

Please know the assessor is always accepting returns as it is important 

to have the correct information on record going forward. 

 

The assessor has started working with the contractor on the 

preliminary steps of the valuation process. This starts with analyzing 

sales data to ensure the end result is as accurate as possible. 

Please also be aware that the assessor and/or clerk are regularly in the 

field taking photos and verifying data.  This is an ongoing process 

which has allowed the Town to complete these projects at very little 

cost. 



 

 

We will keep you posted as the project progresses. 

 

  

 

  

  

Canaan Neighbors Helping Neighbors Expands 

Grant Opportunities 

  

For two years, the Canaan Neighbors Helping Neighbors committee 

has provided assistance with bills to those who live, work or volunteer 

in Canaan. Recently, the committee made the decision to provide three 

grants of up to $500 a year, because the need is great and current 

economic conditions are putting an enormous strain on household 

budgets. 

Those eligible can apply for assistance between January and April, 

between May and August, and between September and December. The 



 

process to obtain a grant is simple and confidential. Gas cards are also 

available. 

Donations from the community and grants have made this assistance 

possible. To contact the committee for assistance or to make a 

donation, emails can be sent to: nhn@canaannewyork.org. 

 

  

 

  

  

Elections 2022 

As of this printing, there will be three elections this year that are listed 

below. The August information is still subject to change. Real time 

information is available from the Columbia County Board of Elections 

at 518-828-3115 or elections@columbiacountyny.com or visit 

www.columbiacountyny.com/elections. 

June 28: Primary Election for Governor, Lt. Governor, 106th State 

Assembly District. 

mailto:nhn@canaannewyork.org
mailto:elections@columbiacountyny.com
https://canaannewyork.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b09feb3e76473f0e63241e2e8&id=64ace064c6&e=a9fba9c7b0


For all enrolled Democrats and Republican; early voting begins June 

18 to June 26. 

 

 August 23: Primary Election for U.S. Congress and State Senate. 

For all enrolled Democrats and Republican; early voting begins 

August 13 to August 21. 

  

August 23: Special Election for U.S. Congress to fill a vacancy for the 

remainder of calendar 2022. 

Early voting begins August 13 to August 21. 

  

November 8: General Election. 

Early voting begins October 29 to Nov. 6. 

  

All elections are held on Tuesdays, with local polls open from 6AM to 

9PM. There is one town polling place for all residents at the Canaan 

Town Hall, 1647 County Route 5, Canaan, NY 12029. 

 

There are two early voting locations in Columbia County; you may vote 

at either site. See BOE 

website at   www.columbiacountyny.com/elections 

for early voting hours. 

• 401 State Street, Hudson, NY 12534 

https://canaannewyork.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b09feb3e76473f0e63241e2e8&id=2508dbd512&e=a9fba9c7b0


 

• Martin H. Glynn Municipal Building, 3211 Church Street, 

Valatie, NY 12184 

There are no local offices up for election in 2022. 

 

Town of Canaan representation is as follows: 

• U.S. 19th Congressional District 

• New York State Senate 41st District 

• New York State Assembly 106th District 

Finally, there have been major changes in Absentee Voting for 2022. 

Application deadlines are earlier and voters issued absentee ballots 

may not cast a ballot on the voting machine. For more information, see 

BOE website:  www.columbiacountyny.com/elections. 

  

  

 

  

  

https://canaannewyork.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b09feb3e76473f0e63241e2e8&id=d98ba9f28f&e=a9fba9c7b0


 

New to Town? Get Plugged In! 

• Sign up for the Town email list. Send your email to Heather at 

deputyclerk@canaannewyork.org 

  

• Come to Canaan Community Day, seeking local farmers, artists, 

bakers, crafters, to grow and support our community. Contact 

Carrie at carrie.whiteman@yahoo.com 

  

• Pick up a Transfer Station Sticker. Drop by or call the Town Hall 

at 518-781-3144. Stickers are available to all residents at no 

charge. 

  

• Pick up a Recycling Permit. Drop by or call the Town Hall at 518-

781-3144. Permits are available to Columbia County residents for 

a nominal annual charge of $50 per household or $35 for 

residents over 65. 

• License your dogs. Drop by or call the Town Hall at 518-781-

3144, nominal fee. 

  

• Volunteer for one of the many Town Committees or local 

community groups. Contact Brenda at: 

supervisor@canaannewyork.org for more information 

 

mailto:deputyclerk@canaannewyork.org
mailto:carrie.whiteman@yahoo.com
mailto:supervisor@canaannewyork.org


  

 

Canaan Historical Society Exciting Summer 

Programs! 

 

The kick-off is a brand new event: Declaration Day - celebrating the 

day in June 1776 when inhabitants of King’s District met at Warner’s 

Tavern and voted unanimously for independence, ten days before the 

Colonial Declaration of Independence! 

 

Mark Saturday, June 25th, 1:30 - 4:00 pm, for the event. It will feature 

a parade, music, unveiling a new historic marker for the Society’s 1829 

Meeting House (funded by the Pomeroy Foundation), along with 

family fun and refreshments! 

 

Our summer schedule also includes a talk on indigenous lands by 

Heather Bruegl (Oneida/Stockbridge-Munsee, historian and 

Indigenous Consultant), a presentation on local archaeological 

findings, the return of Canaan Memory Circle (share stories of 

Canaan), a history of Mormon founding families when they lived in 

Canaan, and a discussion of land conservancy in Columbia County. 

 

Please visit www.CanaanHistoricalSociety.org for more information.  
 

  

https://canaannewyork.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b09feb3e76473f0e63241e2e8&id=4d5ad79292&e=a9fba9c7b0


 

 

 

 

Red Rock Historical Society Receives Grant 

The Red Rock Historical Society recently received a grant for $8050 

from the Quailwood Fund which is administered by the Berkshire 

Taconic Community Foundation. The late Jonathan Schor generously 

established the Quailwood Fund to support Red Rock Non-profits with 

grants and also to provide scholarships for residents of Red Rock. This 

grant will be used to replace the roof on the schoolhouse building. 

Currently, the schoolhouse is being raised to replace the foundation 

and rotted sills. Much of the work is being done by volunteers from the 

community. Drive by and take a look!  (Near the corner of Schoolhouse 

Rd on County Route 24.) For more information, email the RRHS at 

rrhsnewyork@gmail.com. 

 

  

mailto:rrhsnewyork@gmail.com


  



  

 

 
 

  

  



 

Home-delivered meals are available for anyone 60 or older, who is 

essentially homebound & unable to prepare their own main meal of the 

day. Income is not a factor and the meals are designed to provide 1/3 

of daily recommended nutrients. The meals are designed by a 

registered dietician to meet the needs of older adults and may be 

modified for participants with doctor-certified needs for restricted 

sweets. Religious substitutions are also offered. 

 

Hot meals are delivered on weekdays between 11am and 12:30pm and 

generally consist of a hot entree, vegetable, fresh bread fruit and milk. 

Participants receiving a hot meal may also receive frozen weekend 

meals if needed. 

 

Many of us know someone over 60 who could benefit from healthy 

home-delivered meals! Let's reach out to them and make them aware 

of this opportunity. "It's time to care for those who cared for us!" 

 

Contact Meal-on-Wheels by calling 518-828-4288.  
 

  
 

The Canaan Calendar 

 

June 18 - August 19 Library Summer Reading Program 

June 25 / Canaan Declaration Day / Canaan Historical Society 



 

June 28 / Primary Day for Governor & Lt. Governor 
July 2 - Annual Queechy Lake Boat Parade 

July 5 - August 12 / Adams Point Beach Swim Lessons 

July 16 / Climate Carnival / 10 – 4 / Chatham Fairgrounds 

July 23 / Canaan Community Day Celebration 

July 24 / Garden Conservancy Open Day / Rockland Farm, Canaan 

August 4 /  Stoddard Park Concert with Hudson Valley Chamber Musicians  

August 23 / Primary Day for US Congress & Senate and Special Election for US 

Congress NY19 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

Need to Know? 

The Town of Canaan website https://canaannewyork.org offers 

information on a range of topics. Check it out for Town Hall hours, 

meeting dates, contact information for town officials and much more. 
 

  

 

Editorial services on the Town of Canaan New York Newsletter provided by L. Spencer 

Humphrey and Donna Mattoon.  
 

 

You are receiving this email Newsletter because you signed up or opted in via our website. 

You may unsubscribe here. 

View this email in your browser  
    

 

https://canaannewyork.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b09feb3e76473f0e63241e2e8&id=d94944addf&e=a9fba9c7b0
https://canaannewyork.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b09feb3e76473f0e63241e2e8&id=f7e5bf85bf&e=a9fba9c7b0
https://mailchi.mp/e5594515c4ec/your-town-your-news-march-7269673?e=a9fba9c7b0

