The Town of Canaan

Your town - Your news

A Letter from the Town Supervisor



As the year comes to an end, projects are coming to a close, new
projects are beginning, and opportunities and challenges are emerging.

The Comprehensive Plan draft will be presented to the community
on November 227d and again on December 15t for review and
discussion. This year-long process will come to a close in the coming
weeks and will trigger the next step in the planning process, a
comprehensive review of the town Zoning Laws. This will be a two-step
review; first some housekeeping issues with the existing laws to bring
them into compliance with newer NYS regulations and second, a
review and revisions to align the zoning laws with the approved

plan. Once the Comp Plan is approved, the town board will form a
Zoning Law Revision Committee to undertake this task. If you are
interested in serving in this capacity, send a letter of interest and
resume to the Town Supervisor supervisor@canaannewyork.org .

The 2026 town budget reflects current local and regional trends for
revenues and expenses. Revenues, sales tax and mortgage taxes, are up
slightly this year but so are expenses associated with healthcare,
insurance, materials, and services. Donated professional services,
operational efficiencies, and the new Short-Term Rental fees coupled
with a judicious use of unexpended balance funds have allowed us to
remain within the 2% tax cap again this year. A copy of the approved

budget is available at https://canaannewyork.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Adopted-Budget-2.pdf .

The sale of the Together for Youth site, see CEO Brian
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Parchesky’s letter to the community below, presents a significant
opportunity and challenge for the town. We are grateful for the
opportunity to permanently secure the beach for the town and look
forward to partnering with Adams Point Beach Association on the
continued operation of the site. The challenge for the town will be what
happens to the balance of the site that will go up for sale, almost a
thousand acres. The beach acquisition is only the first step of a larger
goal to quickly identify a town vision, and partner, for the overall site.

We would like to express our appreciation for retiring
employees and town officials, Town Highway Foreman Doug
Wadsworth will retire on November 30t after almost 50 years of
service. Town Board member and Deputy Supervisor David
Patzwahl will retire after 20 years of service on December 315t . Town
Board member Will Powers and Town Clerk Josh Weisbuch will
have each served 4 years in December. Thanks to each of you, and your
families, for your service.

We would also like to welcome our newly elected
officials, Victoria Mills and Frank Wood, Town Board members,
and Sandy Bevens, our newly elected Town Clerk.

In the coming weeks we will be moving our website and
emails to a new .gov domain name in response to new NYS
requirements to keep town and personal data safe. The email
migration will take place in late November; a new website will come
online in late December / early January. We will make every effort to
minimize any downtime associated with these changes, including



doing most of the work after hours and at weekends. That said, these
things rarely go as planned, no matter what the IT consultant says, so
we ask for your patience in advance.

Finally, even with the recent restoration of SNAP and HEAP
programs, food insecurity and higher heating costs are on the
rise in our community among the elderly, veterans, and working
families in the healthcare and service industries. Demand has
outpaced donations. A number of you have asked how you can help. As
of Monday, we will have food collection bins at the Town Hall front
entrance on either side of the doors. You may also drop off food at the
Canaan Congregational Church, Canaan Firehouse, Charlie’s Pantry in
New Lebanon or the Chatham Food Pantry. Food donations should be
non-perishable and non-expired food items for people and pets (some
seniors will feed a beloved cat or dog before themselves). If you prefer
to give a cash donation, please consider Canaan Neighbors Helping
Neighbors, the Columbia Kitchen, Charlie’s Pantry, or the Chatham
Food Pantry all of whom are currently providing food assistance in our
community. Please reach out to me

at supervisor@canaannewyork.org regarding a community resident or

family who may need food or heat assistance.

In closing we extend warm holiday greetings to all of you and your
families, it remains an honor and privilege to serve this community.

Brenda Adams
Town Supervisor
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A letter from Brian Parchesky, CEO, Together for Youth
Together for Youth (formerly Berkshire Farm) Announces
Sale of Historic Canaan Campus as Part of Long-Term
Growth Vision

After nearly 140 years of history in Canaan, Together for Youth is
entering an exciting new chapter in its journey of growth and service.
The organization’s Board of Directors has approved the sale of its
historic Canaan Campus, a decision made through careful, long-term
strategic planning and deep reflection on how to best meet the needs of
children and families across New York State today and in the future.

“This was a proactive and planful decision, not one driven by external
pressures or negative circumstances,” said Brian Parchesky, President
& CEO. “It reflects our ongoing commitment to evolve thoughtfully
and strengthen our mission for generations to come.”

The organization emphasized that its relationship with the Canaan
community remains strong. In fact, its long-standing partnership with
Town Supervisor, Brenda Adams, made it possible for the beach
property to be secured for the town; a place deeply woven into the
community’s history. “Generations of children in Canaan have learned
to swim at that beach, including their children and grandchildren.
Making sure it stays in the hands of the community means that
tradition can continue for years to come,” said Adams.

“Canaan will always be part of our history and our heart,” Parchesky
said. “We’re proud of our deep roots here and look forward to leaving a



positive legacy that continues to serve the community.”

Over the past several decades, Together for Youth has undergone a
thoughtful transformation from an organization once known solely for
its residential treatment center in Canaan, NY to one that now
provides community-based services in schools, homes, and
neighborhoods across 60 counties throughout New York State, serving
over 7,600 children and families in 2024, alone.

“This sale represents the final step in our evolution from a single-site
organization to a statewide network of support and care,” Parchesky
explained. “Our greatest impact happens in the places where children
and families live, learn, and grow and this transition allows us to focus
our energy and resources on exactly that.”

The sale process is expected to take time during which all programs
and services will continue uninterrupted.

“This decision honors our past while building a foundation for an even
stronger future,” said Parchesky. “Our mission remains unwavering,
and we will continue to be present, in every community we serve,
empowering children and families thrive.”

Comprehensive Plan Progress Report

Over the past year the Comprehensive Plan Committee members have
met to review and discuss survey data, maps and statistics. We have



listened to ideas and concerns about the future of Canaan from
residents at an Open House and at the Community Day. Now with the
help of an experienced professional planner the committee has used
the information from all those sources to reach a consensus on how
community members envision what Canaan could become over the
next 10 years. How it could use its strengths to leverage its
opportunities to remain a beautiful rural haven that is accessible to
residents of all ages and is well governed and fiscally stable.

The complete draft of the Town of Canaan Comprehensive
Plan is now available for your review- the link to it is
below. We urge every resident to review and provide feedback to us
via the Public Hearing on November 22 at Town Hall.

https://canaannewyork.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/11/Town-Of-Canaan-Comprehensive-
Plan-Draft-vi-11-12-25.pdf




A Warm Welcome to New Highway Superintendent
Harry McMann

We have a new Highway Superintendent! On November 1, Harry
McMann joined the Canaan Highway Department. Many of you
probably know Harry from Canaan’s Transfer Station, where he
checked town residents’ transfer stickers and monitored the quantity
of trash/debris they brought to the station. So, Harry is a familiar face
in a new and critical town position.

A native of Columbia County and a resident of Canaan, Harry comes to
his new job with diverse experiences and skills. Harry’s lifelong
passion to work on cars began as a teenager when he apprenticed with
a local mechanic. By his mid-20s, he had opened his own auto body
shop which he ran for about 10 years. After closing his shop, he worked
for 17 years as a police officer for several Columbia County towns.
Throughout his police career and through to the present, Harry has
continued to work on cars in his home garage, restoring old Ford
Mustangs - especially coupes and convertibles - produced between
1965 and 1970. Once restored — at times taking Harry 6 months — he
then sells the cars online. Currently, Harry is working on two 1965
Mustangs.

Harry is excited about his new job, to which he brings management
and people skills. Harry’s overarching goal is to ensure that Canaan’s
40 miles of dirt and 10 miles of paved roads are always safe. He is
committed to keeping the department’s equipment “well-oiled,” ready
for the challenges of each day in every season. And, by being attentive



to equipment maintenance, Harry hopes that overt time, the town will
save money.

When I interviewed Harry, he had been the Highway Superintendent
for a mere ten days. So, we will return and re-interview Harry down
the road when he is more established. For now, Harry, a warm
welcome!

By Suzanne Michael

Veterans Honored on Veteran's Day 2025
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Transfer Station Sticker News

Transfer Station Stickers for 2026 will be available beginning
December 1, 2025. The cost will be $25 per household. Please bring
proof of residency as well as license plate numbers.

On the same date, the town will also begin selling the 2026 County
Recycle stickers, which are $75.00 for residents under the age of 65,
and $50.00 for those age 65 and older.

If both stickers are purchased in a single transaction, there will be a
$5.00 discount.



Holly Tanner ~ Columbia County Clerk
Sponsors

K.1.S.S.
Keeping Identities of Seniors Safe

Date: 12/08/25 - 12/19/25 Identity Theft ﬁ!
Its An mmmm

Time: Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri
(9:30am ~2:30pm) henir SR O oo,
Thurs: 6-8pm

3 <
" -~
Location: Canaan Town Hall { ﬂ
|
1647 County Rte. 5
Canaan, NY 12029 u -

What Documents Should I Shred:

Bank Statements - Copies of Birth Certificates - Pay Stubs - Canceled/Voided Checks - Credit
Card Bills/Receipts - Credit Reports & Histories - Expired Credit Cards & Identification Cards -
Expired Passports & Visas -

Legal Documents - Insurance Documents - Tax Forms - Medical & Dental records - Utility Bills
(phone, gas/electric, water, cable) - Transcripts -

Investment, Stock & Property Transactions - Employment Records - AND:

ANYTHING with your Account Numbers, Passwords, PINs, Signatures, Social Security Numbers
and your Date of Birth :

Sponsored by the
Columbia County Clerk’s Office, Holly Tanner, County Clerk



Property Tax Exemptions Update

Holders of Agricultural, Low-Income Senior, and Low-Income
Disabled Exemptions
We plan to mail all renewal forms around December 1st.

In the past, many exemptions were denied and removed simply
because people waited too long to renew. Please do not let this happen
to you!

Once you receive your packet:

- Read the instructions: Please take time to read the detailed
instructions included with your form before you fill it out

« Mail Early: We highly suggest you mail your completed forms
back by February 1st, 2026. This gives us time to review them
and contact you if anything is missing.

The Final Deadline is Firm: Monday, March 2, 2026
The official deadline is March 1st, which falls on a Sunday. By law, this
extends the final due date to the next business day.



- All signed renewal forms must be in our office by Monday,
March 2, 2026.
. Forms received on March 3rd or later will be denied.

Looking for Other Exemptions?
If you are not currently enrolled in these programs but are interested
in general exemption information or forms, you can find them on the
Assessor page of our Town website. www.canaannewyork.org

From the Climate Smart Task Force
The Importance of Waste Reduction

The Canaan Climate Smart Task Force will be sending out information
periodically about Waste Reduction. This newsletter includes
information on the importance of waste reduction and instructions for
what can be recycled at our County Transfer Stations.

Waste reduction is important because it conserves natural resources,
saves energy, reduces pollution, and helps the economy. By generating
less waste, we lessen the need to extract and process raw materials,
which in turn decreases greenhouse gas emissions and pollution that
can contaminate soil and water. This leads to economic benefits, such
as cost savings on disposal, and promotes a more sustainable future for
the planet and its inhabitants.
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Environmental benefits:

« Conserves resources: Reduces the need to harvest new raw
materials like trees, oil, and metals.

« Saves energy: Manufacturing products from raw materials requires
more energy than creating them from recycled materials.

« Reduces pollution: Lessens air, water, and soil pollution caused by
manufacturing and waste disposal.

« Decreases greenhouse gas emissions: Reduces the methane
released from landfills, which is a potent greenhouse gas.

« Protects ecosystems: By reducing the need for landfills and resource
extraction, it helps preserve habitats and biodiversity.

Economic Benefits:

« Saves money: reduced costs associated with waste disposal for
individuals and municipalities.

« Creates jobs: Supports the growth of industries focused on
recycling, reuse, and remanufacturing.

 Stabilizes markets: Eases economic pressure on industries by
decreasing reliance on expensive natural resources.

Social benefits:

« Promotes a sustainable future: Ensures a healthier environment for
future generations.

« Improves public health: Reduces exposure to harmful substances
from waste and contaminated land and water.

« Enhances living conditions: Less waste means cleaner communities
and preserves land for other uses.



The following items are accepted for

' recycling at the Columbia County
@ @ Transfer/Convenience Stations.

If itis not on the list then it is considered
TRASH and must be disposed of properly.
ALL RECYCLABLES MUST BE CLEAN,

WITH NO FOOD DEBRIS.
Paper & Cardboard
* Newspaper » Envelopes
+ Magazines + Advertisements/Inserts
» Cardboard boxes - NO Food Debris + Boxboard & Paperboard
+ Brown Bags « Cereal boxes
* Junk Mail + Pasta boxes
« Catalogs * Shoe boxes
» Soft cover books » Mixed Office paper
Plastics (#1, #2, #5- Clean & Empty)
« Milk jugs « Shampoo bottles #1, #2, & #5
« Bleach/Detergent bottles « Water bottles
- Soda/Juice bottles #1, #2, & #5 « Plastic containers #1, #2, & #5

METALS

» Aluminum can and bottles - Clean and Empty Q
« Tin Cans - Clean and Empty =

e
CLIMATE SMART
= =

@ %% | climate Smart

» Glass bottles and jars - Clean and Empty e
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Canaan Installs New EV Charging Station

We are excited to announce that Canaan has installed a new Level 2 EV
charging station at Stoddard Field, opposite Town Hall. The new
charger will contribute numerous community benefits including access
to charging for residents and visitors with EVs, ability for local inns
and B&Bs to offer charging to their guests, and an improved charging
network in Columbia County. The charging rate will be $0.35 per kWh,
which is budget-neutral and on par with nearby towns.



CHARGE UP IN CANAAN!

Our New EV Charging Station is Up and Running!

HOW TO CHARGE:

1. Download the Linkwell app
Scan the QR code or visit linkwellcharge.com

2.Plug in and Charge
Connect your EV to the charger.
Start your session through the app.

3. Track Your Progress
The app shows real-time charging status and cost.

CHARGING RATE:
Our local rate is $0.25 per kWh
Affordable, convenient, and powered by cleaner energy!

LOCATION:
Conveniently located at the Stoddard Field Parking Lot
right accross from the Canaan Town Hall.

Q STAY CONNECTED

Find us on PlugShare to see live charger availability,
share feedback, and connect with other EV drivers.

DRIVING CLEAN, LIVING GREEN

very charge supports a cleaner, quieter Canaan.

-‘-%:K Elldase st @
“— 3Tt | Communities L

CLIMATE SMART

he
PHOTOS COMING SOON!
Send your photos to canaanclimatesmart@gmail.com to be featured!

Successful Red Rock One Room Schoolhouse
opening on October 11th



What a wonderful afternoon the Red Rock Historical Society members
and friends had on Saturday, October 11th! The presentation about the
restoration at the RRHS building was well attended and everyone
enjoyed a stroll or a car ride to the Schoolhouse to see the lovely
interior.

Many thanks to the Friends of the Red Rock Schoolhouse who worked
so hard to make the little schoolhouse shine again! Thanks also to

the Board members of the RRHS who provided lovely refreshments
and volunteered on the day of the event to shuttle people to the
Schoolhouse.

Special thanks to the Chairs of the Friends committee, David Cooper
and Mary Keegan. Also putting in many volunteer hours to make the
project a success were Mike Young, Suzanne Michael and Rusty Vazac.
There is still more work to do to complete the restoration, including
the installation of a new front door, but the winter is coming, so we will
get back to work in the Spring.



Canaan History
John “Johnny Ducky" Tillman Pro Baseball Player

1915

John Lawrence “Ducky” Tillman
John L. Tillman was born on October 6, 1893 in Bridgeport,

Connecticut. He married Cornelia Finney (1897-1980) from Canaan,
New York.



John L. Tillman was a Corporal in the Army. He enlisted on December
7, 1917 at the age of 24. John L. Tillman served in World War I in
Company B 329 Machine Gun Battalion. He was wounded and his lung
was deflated because he developed pneumonia but continued to play
baseball with a deflated single lung. Johnny Tillman was discharged on
April 215t 1919 after two years in the military with his residence as State
Line, Massachusetts.

Johnny Tillman was a prominent baseball player known for his career
in Major League Baseball (MLB). Johnny made his MLB debut with
the St. Louis Browns on September 20, 1915. Throughout his career, he
played for various teams, including the New Bedford Whalers,
Pittsfield Hillies, York White Roses and Harrisburg Senators. Tillman’s
performance in the majors was notable, as he allowed just one earned
run in ten innings of work during his time with the Browns. His career
spanned 19 years, during which time he won at least 167 games.
Tillman’s legacy in baseball is marked by his contributions to the sport
and his impact on the teams for which he played. Johnny Tillman
batted both right and left. Johnny threw right. Johnny Tillman was five
feet eleven inches tall and weighed 170 pounds.

His claim to fame? Johnny Tillman said, "As the years passed by I
began to feel honored in my own little way that I had the privilege to
serve up that one home run ball to Babe Ruth. After all, it was only an
exhibition game."

Johnny was pitching for the Harrisburg Senators and as this was
Ruth’s one and only appearance there, he holds the distinction of being



the only hurler ever to yield a four-master to the Big Barn at the local
park. Babe Ruth was the big attraction and he played first base that
day so he could be closer to the fans and Lou Gehrig went to right
field. Tillman proudly possessed a ball signed by Babe Ruth.

Johnny “Ducky” Tillman died on April 7, 1965 at the age of 70 years in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. He and his wife, Cornelia Finney Tillman,

are buried in the Flatbrook Cemetery in Canaan, New York.

Red Rock Monument listed on State and National
Register of Historic Places

The Red Rock monument, a marble obelisk placed atop a large glacial
erratic in 1860, is now on the National and State Register of Historic

Places.

Around 1820, the people of the hamlet known as Pilfershire decided



upon the new name of Red Rock (for obvious reasons!) The residents
then painted the very large rock that sits adjacent to County Route 24
red and added a wooden obelisk to the top to advertise the new name
for the town.

In 1860, the wooden obelisk was replaced with a marble one and the
red paint was applied every decade for years. The obelisk was restored
in 2021 with donations from Red Rock residents. The Red Rock
monument was the site of many celebrations over the years as the
residents celebrated milestone anniversaries of the settlement of the
hamlet in 1750. The last such celebration was in 2000 and over 50
residents gathered at the rock for a group photo.

Come Join the Fun!

We are looking for people interested in learning how to square dance
and for experienced dancers who would like to join a local square
dance group. All levels welcome. Classes are held weekly at he



Canaan Congregational Church, 1670 County Route 5 on Mondays
from 6:00-7:30pm.

Dancers of all experience levels are welcome. Please call or text
Stephanie, at 518-369-9897 to register for this class.

Editorial services on the Town of Canaan New York Newsletter provided by L. Spencer

Humphrey and Donna Mattoon.
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