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Mission Statement for the Town of Canaan 
Comprehensive Plan  

 

 
 
The mission of the Town of Canaan Comprehensive Plan is 
to guide the community's future with foresight and respect 
ŉŸƖШŔƣƚШƨŰŔƕƨĲШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖЮШÑőŔƚШƓũċŰШƚĲĲťƚШƣŸШƓƖŸƣĲĦƣШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШ
natural beauty, rural identity, and sense of place while 
thoughtfully addressing the needs of current and future 
generations. 
 
Through inclusive community engagement and careful 
planning, the Comprehensive Plan provides a framework to 
support a range of housing choices, environmental 
stewardship, economic vitality, and civic connection. It is a 
roadmap for preserving what makes Canaan specialуwhile 
fostering a vibrant, resilient, and welcoming community for 
all. 

 

  

A mission statement defines the purpose of the plan, serving as a foundation for goals, policies, 
and actions. It answers what are the current conditions and perspectives in Town, what do we 
want for our future, and how will we reach that future. 
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Executive Summary 

This Comprehensive Plan establishes a coordinated, future-oriented framework to guide public and 
private decision-making over the next 10тΝΡШǃĲċƖƚЮШfƣШŔƚШĬĲƚŔŊŰĲĬШƣŸШƚĲƖƻĲШċƚШċШљƖŸċĬШůċƓњШŉŸƖШőŸƽШƣőĲШ
Town can stimulate growth and manage change while safeguarding its environmental, agricultural, and 
scenic assets. It sets forth a shared vision, long-range goals, and targeted strategies to enhance quality 
of life, economic vitality, and community resilience in ways that reflect the values of both full-time and 
part-time residents. 

Role of This Plan. 
ÑőĲШÑŸƽŰШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰШ9ŸůƓƖĲőĲŰƚŔƻĲШÂũċŰШŔƚШƣőĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃќƚШũŸŰŊ-range roadmap for guiding decisions 
about land use, housing, infrastructure, natural resources, community facilities, public investments, 
and local policy. It sets direction and provides the legal and strategic foundation that future zoning 
updates, capital projects, grant applications, and program decisions should be based on. Its purpose is 
ŰŸƣШƣŸШĦőċŰŊĲШƽőŸШ9ċŰċċŰШŔƚЯШĤƨƣШƣŸШƓƖĲƚĲƖƻĲШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШƖƨƖċũШũċŰĬƚĦċƓĲЯШŰċƣƨƖċũШĤĲċƨƣǃ, biodiversity, 
water resources, and quiet small-town identity while providing realistic tools to meet community needs 
т especially for housing affordability, community connection, and climate resiliency. The plan balances 
preservation with thoughtful, small-scale growth in appropriate places so that Canaan stays the 
peaceful, beautiful, rural community people love. 

Latest trends, including increasing seasonal and second-home ownership, rising property values, 
shifting demographics, and growing interest in environmental protection and recreational opportunities, 
ċŰĬШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШŉŔƚĦċũШƚƣċĤŔũŔƣǃШċŰĬШċŉŉŸƖĬċĤŔũŔƣǃЯШhave prompted the Town to undertake a new 
Comprehensive Plan. This planning effort also responds to changes in state policy, infrastructure 
needs, and community expectations that have emerged since the last planning initiatives were 
completed. 

Planning Process.  
This process was guided by a Town Board-appointed committee and incorporated data analysis, 
mapping, natural resource inventories, a zoning audit, and robust public engagement between 2024 
and 2025. Throughout the process, the Comprehensive Plan Committee continued to meet regularly to 
review survey results, workshop outcomes, and draft materials. This ongoing collaboration ensured that 
the plan evolved through continuous public and stakeholder input rather than in isolation. Engagement 
included a 400-response community survey, meetings with the committee, a joint SWOT workshop, 
tabling at Community Day, and a public open house in August 2025. Full-time, part-time, long-time, and 
newer residents all participated. Their input was consistent: protect rural character and natural 
resources; improve broadband, traffic safety, and civic connection; support farms and small local 
businesses; and address housing affordability for seniors, young families, and working people. Findings 
ŉƖŸůШƣőŔƚШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШŔŰƓƨƣШĬƖŸƻĲШƣőĲШƓũċŰќƚШVision, Goals, and themesуand directly shaped the 
recommendations. 

Current Conditions & Issues.  
Canaan is a low-density rural town with scenic open land, working landscapes, forests, Queechy Lake, 
and small hamlets. But Canaan faces several converging issues: an aging population, a declining 
number of younger families, and sharply rising housing costs. Broadband and cellular service are 
inconsistent, making remote work and emergency communication difficult. Road safety, limited 
community gathering spaces, lack of day care, and limited small business services compound daily 
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challenges. Potential development around Queechy Lake is a concern, and the zoning audit and 
buildout  analysis show the current zoning promotes a growth pattern that is likely inconsistent with the 
ƻċũƨĲƚШĲǂƓƖĲƚƚĲĬШŉŸƖШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШŉƨƣƨƖĲ. Large-scale solar development is also a concern.  

9ċŰċċŰќƚШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШőċƚШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲĬШůŸĬĲƚƣШĦőċŰŊĲШŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШƓċƚƣШĬĲĦċĬĲЯШċĦĦŸůƓċŰŔĲĬШĤǃШċŰШċŊŔŰŊШ
demographic profile and seasonal population fluctuations. At the same time, Canaan has benefited 
from community organizations, active civic participation, and its proximity to employment, cultural, and 
educational opportunities in the Capital Region and the 
Berkshires. These dynamics create both opportunities and 
challenges for how the Town will grow, conserve its natural 
resources, and maintain its distinctive rural character. 
Meanwhile, residents share a desire for more community 
connection, access to reliable information, and improved 
communication from the local government. 

The ÑŸƽŰќƚШNatural Resource Inventory also shows sensitive 
water, habitat, slope, and other natural resources that would 
benefit from stronger conservation and siting protections, 
and the new environmental sensitivities analysis shows that 
there are many sensitive ċƖĲċƚШŔŰШÑŸƽŰШƣőċƣШĬŸŰќƣШőċƻĲШ
adequate zoning to protect them. The ÑŸƽŰќƚШÉŸƨƖĦĲШìċƣĲƖШ
Protection Plan (2020) details hydrologically sensitive 
locations in Canaan, along with specific recommendations to 
protect those sources. 

Highlights of Recommendations.  
The Comprehensive Plan responds with recommendations that protect what matters to the residents 
and landowners in Canaan while strategically addressing needs. Major highlights include:  

(1) Protect  rural  character , forests, farmland, scenic views, ridgelines, and water resources, and 
prevent strip development patterns by modernizing zoning . This Plan recommends consideration of a 
variety of rural-oriented zoning methods, including the use of conservation subdivisions for major 
subdivisions (5+ lot splits), the use of density-based zoning instead of minimum lot sizes (see Resource 
4), establish zoning overlays to protect specific resources such as farmland, scenic views, steep 
slopes, and ridgelines. Establishment of conservation overlays offers opportunities to promote rural 
siting guidelines, focus on traditional hamlet-based growth rather than highway strip and rural sprawl 
patterns, incorporate review of buildable areas in subdivision processes, apply dark sky standards for 
commercial lighting, and institute  groundwater/water quality protections around Queechy Lake and 
other sensitive areas identified in both this Plan and in the ÑŸƽŰќƚШSource Water Protection Plan.  

(2) Expand housing choice  with careful use of accessory dwelling units and allow for rural-scaled 
cluster cottage/co-housing models, small multi-unit buildings in existing hamlets, adaptive reuse of 
older buildings, inclusionary zoning in the Berkshire Farm campus as a new hamlet district, and 
incentives for affordable units. All health and safety requirements must be met for residential uses. 

(3) Support  agriculture  and local  businesses  with value-added farm enterprises, farm stays, 
agritourism, sales of local farm products, and co-op or small grocery concepts. This will help promote 
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local food systems and farm viability. Zoning should enable small-scale commercial uses in some 
hamlets or seasonal markets and coordinate farmland linking programs to support new farmers.   

(4) Continue to invest in  needed and other desired  services  and programs , including broadband/cell 
expansion, senior mobility and services, safe walking/biking connections, and safer road/intersection 
design. Explore senior/youth transportation, upgrade ÉƣŸĬĬċƖĬШÂċƖťШċƚШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШƓƖŔůċƖǃШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШ
recreational hub, expanding passive and active recreation, including trail development, and support 
emergency services sustainability.  

(5) Strengthen  climate  resilienc e and community identity  by implementing ƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШ9ũŔůċƣĲШ
Action and Resiliency Plan and Hazard Mitigation Plan actions, support pollinator habitat and forest 
stewardship, encouraging green energy with appropriate siting (and agrivoltaics where possible for solar 
facilities ), reduce solid waste through composting and recycling initiatives, and work to improve 
communication, transparency, and civic participation to connect all residents.  

These coordinated strategies work together to protect the rural landscape, address urgent 
housing needs, support the farm and hamlet economy, strengthen infrastructure and services 
relied on daily by residents, and prepare Canaan for ecological, demographi c, and economic 

change while retaining the small -town character that defines it.  

The Priority Action and Implementation portion of this ÂũċŰШƣƖċŰƚũċƣĲƚШƣőĲШ9ŸůƓƖĲőĲŰƚŔƻĲШÂũċŰќƚШ
recommendations into a manageable, phased action agenda for the next 3т5 years. This section 
identifies the highestȤvalue, highestȤimpact steps the Town should take first, assigns responsibility to 
specific Town boards/committees, and identifies potential partners at the County, State, and nonprofit 
levels. The priorities strongly emphasize regulatory modernization (zoning and subdivision updates), 
protection of natural resources and rural character, and targeted actions to address housing needs. 
These priority items are designed to be realistic, fundable, and achievable у and to create the enabling 
conditions needed for future projects. 

The action and implementation section of this Plan is intentionally actionȤoriented: it provides a 
framework for what gets done first, who is responsible, and what partnerships and resources will be 
needed. It positions Canaan to move from planning to doing у starting with the foundational work that 
preserves rural character, protects natural resources, advances housing solutions, strengthens 
infrastructure, and supports the communityќs longȤterm vision. 

Together, this Plan provides Canaan with a roadmap that can help keep the town at a rural scale and 
keep Canaan a beautiful, grounded, resilient place for the next generation. 
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Introduction 

Historical Context of Canaan 

The Town of Canaan is within the homelands of the Muh-he-con-ne-ok (Mohican) people, today 
represented by the Stockbridge-Munsee Community. ÑőĲШÑŸƽŰШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШőŔƚƣŸƖǃШƚƓċŰƚШŰĲċƖũǃШƣőƖĲĲШ
centuries and reflects the broader patterns of settlement, agriculture, transportation, and cultural 
development that shaped rural communities across upstate New York. European settlers began arriving 
in the mid-18th century, with members of the Ford family establishing homes in Red Rock by 1750. 
Around the same time, a Baptist church was built on Macedonia Road, serving as an early center of 
worship and community life. In 1758, investors from Connecticut purchased land from the Stockbridge 
Indians, and over the next two decades, families from Litchfield County, including the Beebe, Allen, and 
Lovejoy families, moved into Canaan  Mills. Taverns and cemeteries followed, forming the physical and 
social infrastructure of a growing rural settlement. 

fŰШΝΤΤΞЯШƣőĲШÂƖŸƻŔŰĦĲШŸŉШ ĲƽШòŸƖťШĲƚƣċĤũŔƚőĲĬШљuŔŰŊќƚШ
?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣњШċƚШċШƚƨĤĬŔƻŔƚŔŸŰШŸŉШ ũĤċŰǃШ9ŸƨŰƣǃЯШũċǃŔŰŊШƣőĲШ
groundwork for local governance. Just a few years later, 
ĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШũĲċĬĲƖƚШŊċƣőĲƖĲĬШċƣШìŔũũŔċůШìċƖŰĲƖќƚШƣċƻĲƖŰШ
to express their support for American independence, 
and local militia under Colonel William Bradford 
Whiting played a key role in the Battles of Saratoga. 
After the Revolution, sawmills, grist mills, and churches 
flourished, supported by abundant water resources 
from Stony Kill Creek and Queechy Lake. In 1786, 
9ŸũƨůĤŔċШ9ŸƨŰƣǃШƽċƚШĦƖĲċƣĲĬЯШċŰĬШĤǃШΝΤΥΥЯШuŔŰŊќƚШ
District officially became the Town of Canaan. At the 
time of the 1790 Census, Canaan was the largest town 
in the county, with a population of 6,692 residents, 
including 15 enslaved people. In 1860, the Town had a 
population of 3,042 in 1835 and 2,197 in 1860. 

Throughout the 19th century, Canaan developed as a 
rural agricultural community with small hamlets, 
churches, and industrial enterprises tied to emerging transportation networks. Religious institutions, 
including Congregational, Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Christian churches, were established in 
hamlets such as Canaan Center, Red Rock, and Flat Brook (see map below). The Union Turnpike (1801) 
and Hudson and Berkshire Railroad (1838) strengthened connections between Canaan, Hudson, 
Albany, and Boston, encouraging commercial activity in stores, mills, tanneries, and hotels. Cultural life 
also flourished. Author Susan Warner, whose family lived in Canaan, achieved national acclaim with her 
1850 novel The Wide, Wide World and her later work Queechy (1852), which helped make Queechy Lake 
a popular resort destination. The town also contributed significantly to national events, raising funds to 
support 155 Union Army volunteers during the Civil War. 



DRAFT March 2026 

9 

 

The late 19th and early 20th ĦĲŰƣƨƖŔĲƚШĤƖŸƨŊőƣШŰĲƽШƖĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰċũШċŰĬШŔŰƚƣŔƣƨƣŔŸŰċũШƨƚĲƚШƣŸШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШ
landscape. The Winslow Fish Hatchery opened in 1876, and the Berkshire Farm Center, founded in 1885 
ŸŰШŉŸƖůĲƖШÉőċťĲƖШũċŰĬЯШĤĲĦċůĲШŸŰĲШŸŉШƣőĲШƚƣċƣĲќƚШũċƖŊĲƚƣШǃŸƨƣőШŉċĦŔũŔƣŔĲƚЮШ~ĲċŰƽőŔũĲЯ Queechy Lake 
emerged as a vibrant summer destination, with hotels, boarding houses, and pavilions attracting 
ƻŔƚŔƣŸƖƚШŉƖŸůШċĦƖŸƚƚШƣőĲШƖĲŊŔŸŰЮШEũĲĦƣƖŔĦŔƣǃШċƖƖŔƻĲĬШŔŰШΝΦΝΠЯШŉƨƖƣőĲƖШůŸĬĲƖŰŔǍŔŰŊШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШŔŰŉƖċƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲЮШ
Like many rural communities, Canaan experienced population decline during the early 20th century, 
reaching a low in 1930, but rebounded in the decades that followed. 

The postwar period marked another period of change. In 1955, Canaan joined the Chatham Central 
School District, consolidating its one-room schoolhouses. The Berkshire Spur of the New York State 
Thruway, opened in 1957, reshaped local transportation patterns and increased regional accessibility. 
Canaan celebrated its bicentennial in 1959 and its 250th anniversary in 2009, milestones that reflected 
ƣőĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃќƚШĲŰĬƨƖŔŰŊШƚĲŰƚĲШŸŉШőŔƚƣŸƖǃШċŰĬШŔĬĲŰƣŔƣǃЮШÅĲĦĲŰƣШĬĲĦċĬĲƚШőċƻĲШĤƖŸƨŊőƣШŉƨƖƣőĲƖШƚőŔŉƣƚЯШ
including infrastructure modernization, the removal of the B3 Toll Plaza in 2021, and the establishment 
ŸŉШċŰŰƨċũШ9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШ?ċǃШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŸŰƚЯШŔũũƨƚƣƖċƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШŸŰŊŸŔŰŊШĲƻŸũƨƣŔŸŰШƽőŔũĲШƖĲƣċŔŰŔŰŊШŔƣƚШƖƨƖċũШ
character and actively preserving its historical assets. 

Historic 1873 Map of the Town of Canaan from Columbia County Beers Atlas  
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¢ƻŘŀȅΣ /ŀƴŀŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ƛǘǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΥ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ǾƛŜǿǎΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 
hamlets, and transportation corridors coexist with recreational resources like Queechy Lake and community 
institutions that have evolved. UndersǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  

Past Planning Efforts 

2003 Strategic Plan 

A previously created (not adopted) Strategic Plan was accepted in October 2003. It included 
background information characterizing the landscape at the time, goals/objectives, plans for 
preservation of agriculture/open space, economic development, housing, and community services. The 
plan also contains documents regarding the state of Queechy Lake and its respective club management 
plan. Established goals from the 2003 plan include:  

¶ Historic Preservation: Continue to preserve and protect historical works within the town with 
the assistance of residents. Make local history available to the public and establish historical 
districts for recognition.  

¶ Agricultural & Open Space Preservation: Ensure support for the protection of farmers and 
encourage programs to support the expansion and preservation of agriculture. Similarly, they 
provide opportunities for landowners to preserve land and establish open areas for hunting, 
recreation, and wildlife.  

¶ Environmental Conservation: To provide the leadership and citizens of Canaan with strategies 
ƣŸШƓƖŸƣĲĦƣШċŰĬШƓƖŸůŸƣĲШŰċƣƨƖċũШƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚШƣőċƣШĬĲŉŔŰĲШƣőĲШљƖƨƖċũШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖњШŸŉШŸƨƖШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШ
and enhance our quality of life.  

¶ Economic Development: Revitalize organic and niche farming in Canaan while developing 
around exit B-3 without intrusion on the rural character of Canaan. Develop a designated 
Canaan Town Center and promote tourism-related businesses.  

¶ Housing: Examine the potential for affordable housing in Canaan, but control housing 
development through mechanisms to preserve the rural character of Canaan.  

¶ Community Services/Outreach: Enhance outreach to residents and improve relationships with 
the town. Overall, enhance community services from both the Town and other organizations, 
and focus on creating a sense of community.  

Canaan Climate Smart Task Force  

In April 2023, Canaan achieved bronze certification through New York Stateќs Climate Smart 
9ŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚШы9É9ьШƓƖŸŊƖċůЯШċШƚŔŊŰŔŉŔĦċŰƣШůŔũĲƚƣŸŰĲШƣőċƣШƖĲŉũĲĦƣƚШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШĦŸůůŔƣůĲŰƣШƣŸШ
environmental responsibility and resilience. This designation is more than a symbolic gesture; it 
positions climate action as a core principle of CanaċŰќƚШůƨŰŔĦŔƓċũШƓũċŰŰŔŰŊШċŰĬШŊŸƻĲƖŰċŰĦĲЯШĬŔƖĲĦƣũǃШ
influencing land use, infrastructure, and community development decisions.  

The Climate Smart Communities program, administered by the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, supports local governments in their efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, adapt to a changing climate, and build more sustainable commƨŰŔƣŔĲƚЮШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШ
certification recognizes its systematic, measurable steps in areas such as:  

¶ Energy audits and lighting upgrades for public buildings  
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¶ Greenhouse gas inventories for municipal operations and the broader community  
¶ Installation of EV charging stations  
¶ Promotion of residential composting and solar adoption  
¶ Public engagement through events and social media  
¶ Natural Resource Inventory (NRI) for informed land use planning 

Natural Resource Inventory 

9ċŰċċŰќƚШ ċƣƨƖċũШÅĲƚŸƨƖĦĲШfŰƻĲŰƣŸƖǃ was completed in April 2023 by the Canaan Climate Smart 
Community Task Force. This volunteer-ũĲĬШĲŉŉŸƖƣШůċƖťĲĬШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШŉŔƖƚƣШĦŸůƓƖĲőĲŰƚŔƻĲШċƚƚĲƚƚůĲŰƣШŸŉШ
ŔƣƚШƓőǃƚŔĦċũШċŰĬШĲĦŸũŸŊŔĦċũШũċŰĬƚĦċƓĲЮШÑőĲШ ÅfШĬŸĦƨůĲŰƣĲĬШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШƣŸƓŸŊƖċƓőǃЯШŊĲŸũŸŊǃЯШƚŸŔũƚЯШ
forests, wetlands, streams, aquifers, and wildlife, illustrating how natural systems shape land use 
patterns and influence resilience to flooding, erosion, and other environmental stressors. It also 
provided a scientific foundation for local conservation planning by identifying critical habitats, sensitive 
slopes, and high-value forest and farmland areas. 

Developed using data and guidance from the Columbia County Natural Resource Inventory and the 
cƨĬƚŸŰШÅŔƻĲƖШEƚƣƨċƖǃШÂƖŸŊƖċůќƚШљ]ƨŔĬĲШŉŸƖШ9ŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚЯњШƣőĲШΞΜΞΟШ ÅfШƖĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣƚШċШťĲǃШůŔũĲƚƣŸŰĲШŔŰШ
9ċŰċċŰќƚШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣċũШƓũċŰŰŔŰŊШőŔƚƣŸƖǃЮШÑőĲШ ÅfШőŔŊőũŔŊőƣƚШĤŸƣőШƣőĲШƖŔĦőŰĲƚƚШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШŰċƣƨƖċũШ
resources and the environmental challenges that the Town faces, including habitat fragmentation, the 
spread of invasive species, and the long-term impacts of climate change on local ecosystems. The 
ĬŸĦƨůĲŰƣќƚШƖĲĦŸůůĲŰĬċƣŔons, such as protecting wetlands and riparian buffers, managing forests for 
carbon storage, and identifying flood-ƓƖŸŰĲШċƖĲċƚЯШƽĲƖĲШċĬŸƓƣĲĬШċƚШƓƖŔŸƖŔƣǃШċĦƣŔŸŰƚШŔŰШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШ
climate strategy. 

Canaan Source Water Protection Plan 

A source water protection plan was developed in 2020 for the Town by the New York Rural Water 
Association. This plan evaluates and offers recommendations to protect source water, which refers to 
all sources of drinking water. It outlines the topographic, drainage, slope, bedrock geology, and surficial 
geology that dictate water resources in the Town. It also discusses water supply sources (public wells, 
household wells), groundwater characteristics, and potential sources of water contamination. Of 
special relevance to this Comprehensive Plan is its discussion on hydrologically sensitive locations and 
ĬƖŔŰťŔŰŊШƽċƣĲƖШƓƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŸŰШƚƣƖċƣĲŊŔĲƚЮШÑőĲƚĲШƖĲĦŸůůĲŰĬċƣŔŸŰƚЯШƚƨĦőШċƚШƨƓĬċƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШƚƨĤĬŔƻŔƚŔŸŰШ
regulations, site plan review, and zoning, are incorporated into this Comprehensive Plan.  

Authority to Plan 

New York State law grants municipalities the authority to prepare and adopt comprehensive plans as a 
tool to promote the health, safety, and general welfare of their residents. Specifically, New York State 
Town Law §272-a provides towns like Canaan with the legal foundation to develop a long-range, 
community-based plan that guides future growth, conservation, and investment. 

A Comprehensive Plan reflects the values and priorities of the community, and once adopted, becomes 
an official policy document that influences a wide range of local decisions from land use and 
infrastructure to housing, environment, and economic development. It also establishes the legal basis 
for adopting and amending local land use regulations, such as subdivision rules, site plan review 
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procedures, and zoning, ensuring that these regulations are grounded in a shared vision and consistent 
policy framework. 

Importantly, while the Comprehensive Plan sets policy direction, it is not a regulatory document. Any 
changes to existing land use laws, or the development of new ones, must follow adoption of the Plan via 
the formal procedures required by state law, including public hearings, environmental review under 
SEQRA, and referral to the Columbia County Planning Board. This separation of planning and regulation 
processes allows the community to set long-term goals collaboratively, while retaining democratic 
oversight and transparency in the regulatory process. 

How is the Comprehensive Plan Used?  

Once adopted, the Comprehensive Plan serves as a unifying framework for decision-making, 
coordination, and investment across the Town of Canaan. It is both a strategic guide and a legal 
reference point, shaping how the Town and outside agencies approach development, infrastructure, 
and conservation over time. 

One of the most important functions of the Comprehensive Plan is to guide capital projects and 
intergovernmental coordination. Under New York State law, all plans for capital projects undertaken by 
other governmental agencies on land within the Town must consider the Comprehensive Plan. This 
gives Canaan a stronger voice when state, county, or regional entities propose initiatives such as road 
improvements, utility extensions, or environmental restoration projects that could affect local land use, 
infrastructure, or natural resources. By aligning external projects with community priorities, the Town 
can help ensure that public investments support, rather than undermine, its long-term vision. 

The plan also plays a critical role in supporting funding opportunities. New York State encourages 
municipalities to maintain up-to-date comprehensive plans as a means of protecting public health, 
safety, and welfare. Many state and federal grant programs require or prioritize communities with 
current plans when awarding funds. By having a clear, adopted plan, Canaan strengthens its eligibility 
for programs that support broadband expansion, infrastructure improvements, farmland protection, 
climate resilience initiatives, housing programs, and recreational development. The plan helps make 
ƣőĲШÑŸƽŰШљŊƖċŰƣ-ƖĲċĬǃЯњШƓŸƚŔƣŔŸŰŔŰŊШŔƣШƣŸШƚĲĦƨƖĲШƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚШŉŸƖШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣƚШƣőċƣШċũŔŊŰШƽŔƣőШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШŰĲĲĬƚШ
and aspirations. 

Equally important, the Comprehensive Plan provides the legal foundation for local land use regulations. 
Once again, under Town Law §272-a, all land use-related laws, including subdivision regulations, site 
plan review, and any future zoning, must be consistent with the adopted plan. This ensures that 
regulations are not arbitrary, but rather grounded in a thoughtful, community-driven policy framework. 
§ƻĲƖШƣŔůĲЯШċƚШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШƓƖŔŸƖŔƣŔĲƚШĲƻŸũƻĲЯШƣőĲƚĲШƖĲŊƨũċƣŔŸŰƚШĦċŰШĤĲШƨƓĬċƣĲĬШƣŸШƖĲŉũĲĦƣШƣőĲШƓũċŰќƚШŊŸċũƚЯШ
providing clarity, transparency, and defensibility in land use decisions. 

Finally, and most importantly, the plan serves as a strategic roadmap for local decision-makers. It 
coordinates the actions of the Town Board, Planning Board, Highway Department, and other local 
bodies, ensuring that decisions on infrastructure, economic development, environmental protection, 
and community services are made in a coordinated and proactive way. Rather than responding to 
development pressures on a case-by-case basis, the Town can use the plan to anticipate change, set 
priorities, and pursue opportunities that align with its shared vision. 
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Community Snapshot  

Appendices 1 and 2 offer details about current conditions in the Town of Canaan. This section provides 
a summary of current conditions and trends for the Town of Canaan. See also the Map section of this 
Plan to learn more about resources and Town characteristics: 

Population and Demographics (See Resource 1 for 
more details)  

The Town of Canaan is home to an estimated 1,553 
residents as of 2024, representing a 13.7% population 
decline since 2000, compared to a modest 2.4% decline 
countywide. Population projections indicate a slight further 
decrease to 1,539 residents by 2029, continuing a gradual 
trend of decline common among many rural communities 
ŔŰШ9ŸũƨůĤŔċШ9ŸƨŰƣǃЮШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШůĲĬŔċŰШċŊĲШŸŉШΡ4.0 is 
notably higher than the county median of 49.0 and the 
state median of 39.6, reflecting an aging population with 
implications for future service needs, housing, and 
community facilities. Only 13.9% of residents are under the 
age of 18, while 30.7% are 65 or older, underscoring the 
need to plan for senior housing, mobility, and access to 
health and social services. 

 

The Town remains predominantly White (89.9%), with growing diversity reflected In residents identifying 
as two or more races (5.9%) and small but increasing populations identifying as Asian/Pacific Islander 
(1.2%), Black (1.0%), and Hispanic or Latino (4%). The average household size has declined from 2.35 in 
2010 to 2.08 in 2024, consistent with national trends toward smaller households and an increase in 
single-person homes. 

Housing (See Resource 1 for more details)  

9ċŰċċŰќƚШőŸƨƚŔŰŊШƚƣŸĦťШƖĲŉũĲĦƣƚШŔƣƚШũŸŰŊ-established rural and historic character, with a predominance 
of single-family homes and limited diversity in housing types. Approximately 93% of all homes in the 
Town are single-family, while 5% are multifamily and fewer than 2% are manufactured homes, 
highlighting the lack of smaller or alternative housing options for residents at different life stages or 
income levels. 

ÑőĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃќƚШőŸƨƚŔŰŊШŔƚШċũƚŸШƖĲũċƣŔƻĲũǃШŸũĬЯШƽŔƣőШΤΞӖШŸŉШőŸůĲƚШĤƨŔũƣШĤĲŉŸƖĲШΝΦΥΜШċŰĬШŰĲċƖũǃШőċũŉШ
constructed before ΝΦΠΜЮШìőŔũĲШƣőĲƚĲШŸũĬĲƖШƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲƚШĦŸŰƣƖŔĤƨƣĲШƣŸШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦШċŰĬШ
architectural charm, they also pose challenges related to maintenance, energy efficiency, and 
modernization. Aging housing stock can create financial strain for long-term residents, especially older 
homeowners or those on fixed incomes who face increasing repair and energy costs. 
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Between 2000 and 2020, the total number of housing units in Canaan increased modestly by 12%, but 
the rental housing supply remained virtually unchanged. This limited rental market constrains 
opportunities for young adults, families, and lower-income residents to live or remain in the community. 
The imbalance between ownership and rental housing reflects both market preference and regulatory 
conditions but also points to a need for greater housing diversity. 

ÑőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШůĲĬŔċŰШassessed home value is $309,8001, below the Columbia County median of 
$362,400, yet home sale prices have risen sharply in recent years. The median sale price increased from 
$247,900 in 2019 to $605,000 in 2023, representing more than a 140% increase in just four years2. A 
őŸůĲќƚШċƚƚĲƚƚĲĬШƻċũƨĲШŸŉƣĲŰШĬŔŉŉĲƖƚШŉƖŸůШŔƣƚШƚċũĲƚШƓƖŔĦĲШĤĲĦċƨƚĲШċƚƚĲƚƚůĲŰƣƚШċƖĲШůċĬĲШŉŸƖШƣċǂċƣŔŸŰШ
using mass appraisal methods and may not reflect current market conditions. Sales prices, by contrast, 
are determined by what buyers are willing to pay at a given time, influenced by demand, location, and 
property condition. Differences in timing, purpose, and local equalization rates also contribute to the 
gap. This dramatic escalation in sale prices, largely driven by second-home buyers and pandemic-era 
migration, has intensified affordability pressures and made it increasingly difficult for residents, 
especially first-time homebuyers, to enter or remain in the housing market. 

Housing Affordability (See Resource 1 for more details) 

?ĲƚƓŔƣĲШƖĲũċƣŔƻĲũǃШőŔŊőШŔŰĦŸůĲƚШĦŸůƓċƖĲĬШƣŸШŸƣőĲƖШƓċƖƣƚШŸŉШƣőĲШĦŸƨŰƣǃЯШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШĦŸƚƣШƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲШƓũċĦĲƚШ
a strain on many households. The median household income is $111,786, which is higher than 
9ŸũƨůĤŔċШ9ŸƨŰƣǃќƚШҘΥΥЯΟΟΡШůĲĬŔċŰЮШcŸƽĲƻĲƖЯШŔŰĦŸůĲШĬŔƚƣƖŔĤƨƣŔŸŰШƖĲůċŔŰƚШƨŰĲƻĲŰаШċƓƓƖŸǂŔůċƣĲũǃШΞΜӖШ
of Canaan households earn less than $50,000 annually, while 54% earn above $100,000. For lower- and 
moderate-income households, rising property sales prices, insurance costs, and energy expenses 
make maintaining homeownership increasingly difficult. 

The imbalance between income and housing costs also affects renters. Although Canaan has a small 
rental market of less than 7% of the total housing stock, rental rates have increased in parallel with 
home prices. Households earning below the area median income (AMI) would likely need to spend well 
over 30% of their income on housing costs, exceeding federal affordability standards. For many 
residents working locally in education, service, agricultural, or trade sectors, the current housing 
market presents limited options within their financial means. 

Economy and Employment (See Resource 1 for more details) 

While the Town itself hosts a modest number of local businesses, most residents are employed outside 
of Canaan, commuting along Interstate 90 and Route 295 to jobs in nearby communities such as 
Chatham, Hudson, Pittsfield, and Albany. 

 

1 From the American Community Survey (ACS), United States Census Bureau 

2 From the New York State Real Property Tax Department 
(https://www.tax.ny.gov/research/property/assess/sales/resmedian.htm ). 
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Canaan residents enjoy relatively high household incomes compared to the rest of Columbia County. 
54% have incomes of $100,000 or more. However, one in five households in Canaan earns less than 
$50,000 annually, and they may have difficulty with the cost of housing in the Town.  

Educational attainment levels in Canaan are strong, contributing to a skilled workforce. Approximately 
ΦΣӖШŸŉШċĬƨũƣƚШőċƻĲШĦŸůƓũĲƣĲĬШőŔŊőШƚĦőŸŸũЯШċŰĬШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШőċũŉШőŸũĬШċШĤċĦőĲũŸƖќƚШĬĲŊƖĲĲШŸƖШőŔŊőĲƖЯШ
exceeding both county and state averages. These education levels support employment in professional, 
managerial, and remote occupations, while also strengthening the local volunteer and civic base that 
contributes to community life. 

Within the Town, employment opportunities are concentrated in agriculture, trades, small businesses, 
and tourism-related services. Local farms, home-based enterprises, and small contractors remain 
ŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШƣŸШƣőĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃќƚШĲĦŸŰŸůǃЯШƽőŔũĲШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШƚĦĲŰŔĦ setting and recreational assets attract 
seasonal visitors. Second-home and part-time residents contribute significantly to the local economy 
through property maintenance, retail spending, and patronage of nearby restaurants and services, 
providing an important source of seasonal revenue. 

Community Character and Resources (See Resource 1 for more details) 

9ċŰċċŰќƚШƖŔĦőШőŔƚƣŸƖǃШŔƚШĲǂƓƖĲƚƚĲĬШƣőƖŸƨŊőШŔƣƚШƽĲũũ-preserved 
historic buildings and landmarks, several of which are listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. Notable sites 
include the Lace House, Canaan Church, the Red Rock 
Schoolhouse, and the Red Rock Monument, each 
ƖĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣŔŰŊШċŰШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШĦőċƓƣĲƖШŔŰШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШĦƨũƣƨƖċũШċŰĬШ
architectural legacy. These historic resources, along with 
traditional hamlets and scenic roadways, contribute to 
9ċŰċċŰќƚШĬŔƚƣŔŰĦƣŔƻĲШƻŔƚƨċũШċŰĬШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖЮ 

Community life in Canaan is supported by a strong network of 
local organizations, churches, and conservation clubs, which 
play an active role in fostering civic engagement and 
volunteerism. Seasonal and annual events such as the 
Community Day at Stoddard Field have strengthened local 
ĦŸŰŰĲĦƣŔŸŰƚШċŰĬШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲĬШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШƚůċũũ-town spirit. 
These gatherings, along with community-driven initiatives like 
the Fire Department breakfasts and dinners, Canaan 
Biodiversity Project, and volunteer conservation programs, 
reflect a shared commitment to environmental stewardship 
and neighborly collaboration. 

ÅĲƚŔĬĲŰƣƚШċŰĬШƻŔƚŔƣŸƖƚШċũŔťĲШĲŰŢŸǃШċШƖċŰŊĲШŸŉШƖĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰċũШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣŔĲƚШƣőċƣШőŔŊőũŔŊőƣШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШŰċƣƨƖċũШ
beauty. Canaan offers access to state forest lands, local trails, and park space areas, providing 
opportunities for hiking, wildlife observation, and outdoor exploration, including the Schor 
Conservancy. The public cartop boat launch at Queechy Lake offers water-based recreation and draws 
ĤŸƣőШƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣƚШċŰĬШƚĲċƚŸŰċũШƻŔƚŔƣŸƖƚШƣŸШŸŰĲШŸŉШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШůŸƚƣШƣƖĲċƚƨƖĲĬШŰċƣƨƖċũШĬĲƚƣŔŰċƣŔŸŰƚЮ 
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Environmental and Agricultural Resources (see Resource 1 for more details) 

9ċŰċċŰќƚШƣĲƖƖċŔŰШŔƚШĬĲŉŔŰĲĬШĤǃШƖŸũũŔŰŊШƨƓũċŰĬƚЯШŉŸƖĲƚƣĲĬШƖŔĬŊĲƚЯШċŰĬШĤƖŸċĬЯШŉĲƖƣŔũĲШƻċũũĲǃƚЮШÑőĲƚĲШŰċƣƨƖċũШ
features are more than scenic; they create the ecological and hydrological framework that supports 
local biodiversity and determines the suitability of land for agriculture, forestry, and development. 
Canaan is home to extensive areas of steep slopes, hydric and prime agricultural soils, and high 
groundwater recharge zones, which together represent both opportunities and environmental 
sensitivities. 

ìċƣĲƖШŔƚШŸŰĲШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШĬĲŉŔŰŔŰŊШƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚЮШÑőĲШÑŸƽŰШĦŸŰƣċŔŰƚШƓŸƖƣŔŸŰƚШŸŉШƣőĲШuŔŰĬĲƖőŸŸťШ9ƖĲĲťШċŰĬШ
Green River watersheds, both of which feed into the Hudson River basin. These watersheds include 
numerous headwater streams, ponds, and wetlands that provide essential flood control, groundwater 
recharge, and water filtration. These wetlands and riparian buffers are particularly sensitive to 
disturbance, as they help manage stormwater and reduce erosion in steep or flood-prone areas. 

At the heart of the community is 
ÄƨĲĲĦőǃШxċťĲЯШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШũċƖŊĲƚƣШ
surface water body and one of its 
most cherished natural and 
recreational assets. The lake supports 
boating, fishing, and swimming, and 
serves as a critical habitat for aquatic 
and migratory species. However, its 
popularity also presents management 
challenges. The surrounding area is 
prone to vulnerabilities such as 
nutrient loading, shoreline 
development, and invasive species as 
key threats to long-term water quality. 
ÑőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШÉŸƨƖĦĲШìċƣĲƖШÂƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŸŰШÂũċŰШŔĬĲŰƣŔŉŔĲƚШÄƨĲĲĦőǃШxċťĲШċƚШƻƨũŰĲƖċĤũĲШĬƨĲШƣŸШĤĲŔŰŊШƨŰĬĲƖũċŔŰШ
with calcium carbonate bedrock (limestone that easily dissolves) and one of many areas in Town that 
are at high risk of contamination due to hydrogeologic sensitivity and a concentration of undersized lots.  

[ŸƖĲƚƣƚШĦŸƻĲƖШƖŸƨŊőũǃШΤΜӖШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШũċŰĬШċƖĲċЯШŉŸƖůŔŰŊШċŰШĲǂƣĲŰƚŔƻĲШŰĲƣƽŸƖťШŸŉШĦŸƖĲШőċĤŔƣċƣƚШċŰĬШ
ƽŔũĬũŔŉĲШĦŸƖƖŔĬŸƖƚШƣőċƣШƚƨƚƣċŔŰШƣőĲШƖĲŊŔŸŰќƚШĤŔŸĬŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃЮШ?ŸůŔŰċƣĲĬШĤǃШŰŸƖƣőĲƖŰШőċƖĬƽŸŸĬƚШƚƨĦőШċƚШ
maple, birch, beech, and oak, these forests play a vital role in carbon storage, water retention, and air 
quality. The Canaan Biodiversity Project, launched in partnership with the NRI, has documented nearly 
1,000 plant and animal species, including wood turtles, bobcats, and American bitterns, some of which 
are recognized as species of conservation concern.  

Agriculture remains a smaller but ĲƕƨċũũǃШĦƖŔƣŔĦċũШƓċƖƣШŸŉШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШũċŰĬƚĦċƓĲШċŰĬШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣċũШ
system. Appreciation for agriculture and the desire to maintain it were important directions from the 
public survey. There are 12 parcels of land with active farms on 724 acres of land. Two agricultural 
parcels are permanently protected with a conservation easement totaling 50.6 acres. Farms in Canaan 
are included in the Columbia County NYS Agricultural District #10 and it includes 12 parcels of land. 
Over 25% of the total  land area in Canaan is prime or statewide important agricultural soils, 
concentrated in the lower valleys and open fields along County Routes 5 and 9. These lands and 
activities provide scenic value, local economic potential, open meadow habitats, and opportunities to 
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maintain local food systems and access to local food. However, they are vulnerable to conversion into 
residential development. Sustainable land management, conservation easements, and continued 
support for working farms are key strategies for protecting these landscapes. The Canaan community 
highly values its farms, and this Plan offers a variety of actions and policies that the Town can 
implement to maintain this agricultural character or even expand it. 

9ċŰċċŰќƚШƣŸƓŸŊƖċƓőǃШċŰĬШƚŸŔũƚШĦƖĲċƣĲШċШƖċŰŊĲШŸŉШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣċũШƚĲŰƚŔƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚШƣőċƣШůƨƚƣШĤĲШĦċƖĲŉƨũũǃШ
considered in land use planning. 

¶ Steep slopes increase erosion risks and reduce suitability for septic systems and road 
construction.  

¶ Shallow soils and high-water-table areas limit development potential and increase the risk of 
groundwater contamination. 

¶ Floodplains and hydric soils require special protection to maintain flood resilience and 
ecological function. 
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Land Use and Development (See Resource 1 for more details) 

¶ Land use is predominantly low-density residential, scattered across rural landscapes and small 
hamlets (e.g., Red Rock, Queechy Lake). 

¶ No centralized water or sewer systems; most properties rely on wells and septic. 
¶ Land use patterns shaped by natural features, historical settlement, and transportation corridors 

(I-90, NY 295). 
¶ Zoning law adopted in 2017 provides a framework for subdivision and site plan review but is limited 

in scope. 
¶ Growth pressures are increasingly tied to second-home ownership and housing market dynamics. 
¶ The zoning law establishes permitted uses, density and site standards, subdivision processes, 

definitions, review procedures, energy system regulations, and administration/enforcement 
responsibilities, primarily through the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA), and Zoning 
Enforcement Officer. It also outlines how variances and amendments are handled and includes 
appendices such as the zoning map, road standards, and supplemental forms/regulations. 

¶ The zoning audit finds that some of the current law is outdated and not fully aligned with New York 
State Town law and the goals and direction now being set through this plan. Key issues include a 
lack of needed definitions, complex density provisions, limited housing options, and subdivision 
rules that allow too many lots to be created without adequate review or resource protection. The 
audit recommends modernizing the use table, strengthening protection of rural character and 
natural resources (including through conservation subdivisions, dark sky lighting, stream buffers, 
better parking and sign standards), clarifying district purposes, and adjusting subdivision 
thresholds so environmental review effectively occurs. Overall, targeted updates are needed to 
make the zoning and subdivision more supportive of housing diversity, smart growth, and the rural 
ĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖШƓƖŔŸƖŔƣŔĲƚШŔĬĲŰƣŔŉŔĲĬШŔŰШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШŰĲƽШéŔƚŔŸŰШċŰĬШ]ŸċũƚЮ 

¶ The buildout analysis illustrates that current zoning would allow a higher density of housing across 
the Town, which is not fully consistent with the vision and goals established by the community. it is 
a useful tool that illustrates the potential consequences of current rules if the maximum build-out 
occurred. It is not a prediction, but a tool to help the Town identify changes in land use regulations 
and programs that could be implemented to improve consistency between the vision and the land 
use regulations.  

Public Engagement (See Resource 2 for more details) 

To guide this process, the Comprehensive Plan Committee was established by the Town Board, 
composed of residents and local officials representing a range of interests and perspectives. The 
committee met monthly, and in some cases, weekly,  throughout  2025 and the first quarter of 2026 to 
review data, discuss emerging issues, and shape the vision and goals of the plan. 

An early milestone in the engagement process was a joint workshop involving the Comprehensive Plan 
Committee, Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Town Judge, and Building Inspector. Together, 
these participants developed a SWOT Analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats) to 
identify key themes related to land use, housing, natural resources, infrastructure, and community 
ĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖЮШÑőŔƚШĦŸũũċĤŸƖċƣŔƻĲШƚĲƚƚŔŸŰШĲƚƣċĤũŔƚőĲĬШċШƚőċƖĲĬШƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШĦőċũũĲŰŊĲƚШċŰĬШ
opportunities, forming the foundation for the ƓũċŰќƚШŊŸċũƚШċŰĬШƚƣƖċƣĲŊŔĲƚЮ 
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To broaden public input, a town-wide community survey was conducted, receiving 388 responses from 
both full-time and part-time residents. The survey provided valuable insight into community priorities 
such as protecting rural character and open space, addressing housing affordability, maintaining roads 
and broadband access, and fostering civic connection. 

The planning team also hosted in-person 
engagement opportunities, including an 
informational table at the annual Canaan Day 
celebration and a public open house on August 2, 
2025. These events allowed residents to review early 
findings, share feedback, and discuss ideas directly 
with committee members. Participants provided 
input on land use priorities, future development 
areas, and preservation goals. 

Throughout the process, the Comprehensive Plan 
Committee continued to meet regularly to review 
survey results, workshop outcomes, and draft 
materials. This ongoing collaboration ensured that 
the plan evolved through continuous public and 
stakeholder input rather than in isolation. 

 

 

 

Survey Results 

Public engagement played a central role in shaping the Town of Canaan Comprehensive Plan. To ensure 
that the plan reflects the perspectives of all residents, a comprehensive community survey was 
distributed in early 2025 and later analyzed by both length of residency and residency status and 
distinguishing between full-time and part-time residents. The survey was advertised to the community 
through a mailed postcard that went to each ċĬĬƖĲƚƚШŔŰШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШǍŔƓШĦŸĬĲƚ, posted flyers, social 
media posts, and the ƨƚĲШŸŉШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШΥΜΜҼШĲůċŔũШũŔƚƣЮШ388 residents participated, offering one of the 
ůŸƚƣШĲǂƣĲŰƚŔƻĲШĦŸũũĲĦƣŔŸŰƚШŸŉШƓƨĤũŔĦШŔŰƓƨƣШŔŰШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШƓũċŰŰŔŰŊШőŔƚƣŸƖǃЮШÑőĲШƖĲƚƨũƣƚШƖĲƻĲċũШĤŸƣőШƣőĲШ
shared values that unite the community and the nuanced differences that reflect their evolving 
character. 

9ċŰċċŰќƚШƖĲƚƓŸŰĬĲŰƣƚШƖĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣĲĬШċШĬŔƻĲƖƚĲШůŔǂШŸŉШƻŸŔĦĲƚЮШÅŸƨŊőũǃШƣőƖĲĲ-quarters identified as full-
time residents, with the remainder as part-time or seasonal homeowners. Just over half had lived in the 
Town for more than 20 years, while a growing number of newer residents of which many having moved 
to Canaan within the past decade, have brought fresh perspectives shaped by remote work, regional 
migration, and second-home ownership. Together, these groups embody a town in transition: one with 
deep local roots yet open to new ideas and opportunities. 
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Across all groups, there was 
remarkable consensus on what 
makes Canaan special. Residents 
consistently described the Town as 
rural, peaceful, natural, scenic, and 
friendly. Whether full-time or 
seasonal, long-term or new, most 
ċŊƖĲĲĬШƣőċƣШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШŊƖĲċƣĲƚƣ 
strengths lie in its open landscapes, 
quiet character, and strong sense of 
community. The rolling farmland, 
forested ridges, and scenic roads are 
not only physical features but part of 
ƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШŔĬĲŰƣŔƣǃШċŰĬШĦŸũũĲĦƣŔƻĲШ
pride. This shared appreciation for 
9ċŰċċŰќƚШƖƨƖċũШĤĲċƨƣǃШċŰĬШƣƖċŰƕƨŔũŔƣǃШ
forms the foundation of the 
ĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃќƚШƻŔƚŔŸŰШŉŸƖШƣőĲШŉƨƣƨƖĲЮ 

ÉƣŔũũЯШĬŔŉŉĲƖĲŰĦĲƚШĲůĲƖŊĲĬШŔŰШőŸƽШƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣƚШƻŔĲƽĲĬШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШůŸƚƣШƓƖĲƚƚŔŰŊШŰĲĲĬƚЮШxŸŰŊ-term 
residents, many of whom have lived in Canaan for several decades, tended to emphasize maintenance 
and preservationуfocusing on issues such as road upkeep, emergency services, tax stability, and 
farmland protection. For these residents, the priority is safeguarding what already exists: rural quiet, the 
open space, and the small-town independence that define daily life. 

In contrast, newer residents often expressed enthusiasm for modest changes that could enhance 
connectivity and community life. They were more likely to highlight the need for better broadband 
access, local gathering spaces, and small-scale businesses, describing these as ways to strengthen 
9ċŰċċŰќƚШǃĲċƖ-round vibrancy without compromising its rural character. Some new residents also 
emphasized expanding recreational opportunities, community events, and civic engagement, and 
seeking to build connections within a town they see as welcoming but dispersed. 

The differences between full-time and part-time residents echoed with similar themes. Full-time 
residents were more likely to focus on housing affordability, infrastructure maintenance, and long-term 
livability, especially for seniors and families who depend on local services year-round. Part-time 
ƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣƚЯШƽőŔũĲШĲƕƨċũũǃШĬĲƻŸƣĲĬШƣŸШƓƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŰŊШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШŰċƣƨƖċũШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣЯШƣĲŰĬĲĬШƣŸШƻŔĲƽШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰШ
through the lens of preservation and quality of life, and placed greater emphasis on environmental 
stewardship, scenic beauty, and water quality protection. Queechy Lake was a shared focal point, with 
full -time residents concerned with year-round management and access, and part-time residents 
focused on conservation and ecological balance. 

Despite these subtle differences, both groups were largely consistent in their perspectives and 
expressed strong agreement that Canaan should remain a low-density, rural community and that large-
scale or commercialized development is not appropriate. Instead, residents supported small, locally 
owned businesses such as cafés, farm stores, and service shops that could enhance convenience 
ƽőŔũĲШůċŔŰƣċŔŰŔŰŊШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШƚůċũũ-town scale and aesthetic. 
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Housing affordability emerged as a universal concern, transcending residency type or length of stay. 
Many residents across all backgrounds observed that rising property values, limited housing options, 
and short-term rentals are making it increasingly difficult for younger adults, families, and long-time 
residents to remain in Canaan. Many favored exploring small homes, accessory dwelling units (ADUs), 
and adaptive reuse of existing structures as potential solutions. The sentiment was clear: growth should 
hċƓƓĲŰШƣőŸƨŊőƣŉƨũũǃЯШċĬĬƖĲƚƚŔŰŊШũŸĦċũШŰĲĲĬƚШƽŔƣőŸƨƣШĬŔƚƖƨƓƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШũċŰĬƚĦċƓĲШŸƖШƚĲŰƚĲШŸŉШƓũċĦĲЮ 

The survey also revealed a shared desire for stronger 
community connection and communication. Long-
term residents spoke about encouraging more local 
participation through events, volunteerism, and 
better communication from Town leadership. Newer 
and part-time residents expressed interest in 
becoming more involved, attending local meetings, 
and volunteeringуbut often cited limited awareness 
of Town initiatives. Respondents frequently 
mentioned Stoddard Park and Queechy Lake as 
potential focal points for events and recreation, 
underscoring the need for gathering places that can 
bring people together. 

Ultimately, the survey data paints a picture of a 
community with diverse perspectives but deeply 
aligned values. Residents may differ in how they 
describe the path forward, but they share a 
common destination: a Canaan that remains rural, 
beautiful, and welcoming, while thoughtfully 
adapting to change. Full-time and part-time 
residents alike envision a town that supports its 
people, protects its environment, and nurtures a 
strong sense of belonging. 
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Strengths, Challenges/Barriers, Opportunities, and Threats 
(SWOT)  

This section helps the Town identify and assess its strengths (positive attributes that can be leveraged 
and maintained), weaknesses (limitations or challenges to overcome), opportunities (chance for 
growth, improvement, or positive change), and threats (external risks or barriers that could negatively 
affect the Town). In other words, this is information that helps take stock of what is going well, what 
needs improvement, future possibilities, and what is needed to prepare for future challenges.  

Considerable public engagement in the form of interviews, focus groups, public surveys, data 
collection, mapping, and  Committee input has helped identify these elements.  

The SWOT not only provides a snapshot of current conditions in Canaan, but also lays the groundwork 
for goals, strategies, and actions detailed later in this Plan. The chart below summarizes the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats addressed in this Plan. See Resource 2 for the full list of SWOT 
elements.  
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This Table is presented alphabetically and does not reflect any kind of priority order. 

Strengths   Weaknesses 
¶ Conservation areas  
¶ Effective and Trusted Town Leadership  
¶ Friendly, Welcoming, Neighborly Community  
¶ Historic and Quaint Character  
¶ Natural Beauty and Scenic Views  
¶ Peaceful, Quiet, and Serene Environment  
¶ Proximity to the Berkshires, Albany, and Major 

Corridors  
¶ Queechy Lake  
¶ Rural Character  
¶ Small -Town Feel and Manageability  
¶ Strong Volunteerism and Civic Involvement  

¶ Aging Population Needs Unmet  
¶ Environmental Threats and Inadequate 

Protection  
¶ Governance Transparency and Inclusion  
¶ Lack of Affordable /Workforce  Housing  
¶ Lack of Public Gathering Spaces and Youth 

Programs  
¶ Lack of young families moving in to Town  
¶ Minimal Community Services and Amenities  
¶ Poor Broadband and Cell Service  
¶ Road Conditions and Maintenance Issues  
¶ Traffic, Speeding, and Unsafe Intersections  

Opportunities  Threats 
¶ Allow Flexible, Balanced Development with 

Design Standards  
¶ Create a Community Center or Gathering 

Space  
¶ Create Transportation Services for Seniors 

and Youth  
¶ Developing  Affordable and Diverse  Housing 

Options  
¶ Develop Youth Programs and Spaces  
¶ Encourage Home-Based and Small Local 

Businesses  
¶ Enhance Road Maintenance and Traffic Safety  
¶ Expand High-Speed Internet and Cell Service  
¶ Host More Community Events  
¶ Short-term  Rentals offer opportunities to 

enhance tourism  
¶ Improve Local Government Transparency and 

Communication  
¶ Protect Queechy Lake and Natural Resources  
¶ Revitalize and Improve Stoddard Park  
¶ Support a Local Grocery Store, Food Co-op, 

and local farmers'  markets  
¶ Support and Promote Local Agriculture  

¶ Aging population and population decline  
¶ Child care deficiencies keep younger families 

away 
¶ Climate change and the cost of remediating 

impacts  
¶ Development around Queechy Lake  
¶ Flat or declining Town revenues  
¶ Lack of youth activities  
¶ Long travel to get to medical care, lack of 

primary care services (also contributes to 
rising costs for all and the municipality)  
¶ Rising costs 
¶ Small population makes it difficult for Town to 

attain funding from Fed/State programs  
¶ Sustainability of emergency services  
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Defining Community Character 

 

Based on the community-wide survey conducted as part of this comprehensive plan process, the 
following statement summarizes how the residents and landowners in the Town of Canaan describe 
their community character (Question 8 of the Survey): 

The Town of Canaan is defined by its bucolic rural landscape, scenic open spaces, farmland, and 
natural beauty. Rolling hills, forests, meadows, and Queechy Lake form the backdrop of a community 
that values its peaceful, quiet, and low-density environment. Residents cherish the pastoral charm, 
outdoor recreation opportunities, and connection to nature that make Canaan an idyllic location. Its 
historic identity, agricultural heritage, and lack of overdevelopment give the town a timeless quality that 
distinguishes it from more suburbanized areas. 

Canaan is a close-knit and friendly community where neighbors care for one another and where civic-
mindedness, inclusiveness, and independence are valued. The population is a mix of multi-generational 
families, new residents, and part-time property owners, bringing diversity but also new dynamics. This 
combination contributes to a rich social fabric while presenting challenges, such as bridging 
differences between part-time and year-round residents and addressing the needs of an aging 
population. The town also faces service and infrastructure limitations, including inadequate broadband 
and cellular service, a lack of a defined village center, and limited meeting spaces such as a café or 
coffee shop, which influence both quality of life and future opportunities. 

As Canaan looks to the future, it must navigate the tension between preserving its rural, historic, and 
natural character and adapting to changing demographics, rising housing costs, and development 
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pressures. Residents broadly support a vision of thoughtful, well-managed growth that enhances 
infrastructure and services while protecting the landscapes, traditions, and sense of community that 
ĬĲŉŔŰĲШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШŔĬĲŰƣŔƣǃЮШ ĤŸƻĲШċũũЯШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰШƚĲĲťƚШƣŸШƖĲůċŔn a peaceful, beautiful, and welcoming 
place у one that honors its past while preparing thoughtfully for the future. 

Vision and Goals  

éŔƚŔŸŰШŉŸƖШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШ[ƨƣƨƖĲ 

ШƻŔƚŔŸŰШƚƣċƣĲůĲŰƣШĬĲƚĦƖŔĤĲƚШŸƨƖШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃќƚШƻċũƨĲƚШċŰĬШċƚƓŔƖċƣŔŸŰƚШċŰĬШŸŉŉĲƖƚШċШƚőċƖĲĬШŔůċŊĲШŸŉШƽőċƣШ
people want Canaan to become in the future. The vision statement is based on community input and 
addresses many elements that contribute to the social, cultural, environmental, and economic fabric of 
the Town of Canaan. 

 

  

The Town of Canaan envisions a future where its rural character and identity, natural 
beauty, and strong sense of community are preserved while it actively addresses 
challenges it faces. It is a peaceful and welcoming place where nature and 
neighborliness are valued, and where people of all ages feel a sense of belonging. 

The Town seeks to protect these qualities while responding thoughtfully to the needs of 
residentsуyoung and old, lifelong and newуthrough programs and policies that 
promote sustainable growth, ƓƖŸƣĲĦƣШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШÄƨĲĲĦőǃШxċťĲЯШ
support farms, local businesses, and offer diverse housing choices at a scale 
compatible with our vision of a rural community. The Town will protect its forests, 
farmlands, and natural resources, such as Queechy Lake, while guiding thoughtful new 
development. High-speed internet and reliable cell service will connect homes and 
businesses across the Town and beyond to ensure Canaan remains a safe and 
productive environment for everyday living. Residents of all ages will have access to 
programs, gathering spaces, and opportunities that provide support to keep them 
rooted in the community.  

The Town will continue to evolve in a way that respects its past, supports its present, 
and builds a vibrant, resilient future. 
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9ċŰċċŰќƚШ]ŸċũƚШѼШ]ƨŔĬŔŰŊШÂƖŔŰĦŔƓũĲƚ 

Goals provide an observable result that is 
directly connected to the theme and the overall 
vision of the Town. Each theme has one or 
more broad goals established to help the Town 
reach its longȤterm vision and address 
identified needs. The goals are organized to 
address the strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats uncovered during 
the planning process. To meet the vision 
presented above for the Town and Village of 
Canaan, the following goals are established in 
this Plan. Each goal is further detailed with 
guiding principles that are strategic guidelines 
that will help the Town operate and make 
decisions in the future. 

The following goals are not 
presented in any priority order.  

1. Promote Diverse and Affordable Housing Choices , Including Workforce Housing  

Expand the development of diverse housing types уincluding smaller homes, accessory dwelling 
units (ADUs), duplexes, and senior housing and encourage smaller lot size and adaptive reuse of 
vacant buildings where appropriate to help attract and retain young families, support aging 
ƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣƚЯШċŰĬШċĬĬƖĲƚƚШƖŔƚŔŰŊШőŸƨƚŔŰŊШĦŸƚƣƚЯШƽőŔũĲШƓƖĲƚĲƖƻŔŰŊШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШƖƨƖċũШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖШċŰĬШ
landscape. 

2.  Advocate for Expanded Internet and Cell Connectivity  

Increase access to reliable, high-speed broadband and modern cell service across the town is 
critical to enable remote work, emergency communications, education, and equitable access to 
services. 

3.  Preserve Rural Character and Natural Resources to Promote Balanced Development  

ÂƖŸƣĲĦƣШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШƖƨƖċũШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖЯШŔƣƚШƚĦĲŰŔĦШũċŰĬƚĦċƓĲƚЯШŉċƖůũċŰĬЯШŉŸƖĲƚƣƚЯШƽŔũĬũŔŉĲШőċĤŔƣċƣƚЯШƽċƣĲƖШ
resources, and other environmentally sensitive areas. Allow for well-planned growth in appropriate 
ũŸĦċƣŔŸŰƚШƣőċƣШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШƣőĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃќƚШŰĲĲĬƚШƽŔƣőŸƨƣШĦŸůƓƖŸůŔƚŔŰŊШƣőĲШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШŸƖШƖƨƖċũШ
character. Advance climate resilience strategies such as water quality protections, renewable 
energy, and sustainable land use practices. Protect water quality in Queechy Lake and prevent 
overdevelopment within its wateƖƚőĲĬШƣőċƣШƽŸƨũĬШċĬƻĲƖƚĲũǃШċŉŉĲĦƣШƣőĲШxċťĲќƚШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШċŰĬШ
character. 
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 4.  Enhance Traffic Safety and Accessibility   

Improve road and intersection safety, address speeding concerns, and explore options for more 
walking and biking trails. Improve transportation services for seniors and youth to reduce isolation 
and increase access to local services and 
events. 

5.  Senior Services and Aging in Place 

Support seniors through collaboration with 
organizations that provide transportation, in-
home care, and social programs. Explore 
housing choices that enable aging in place 
with dignity and connection to the Canaan 
community.  

6.  Support Local Businesses and Farms and 
Promote Sustainable Agriculture  

Attract selective commercial development- 
small, locally-owned businesses that align 
with rural character and local needs in 
appropriate areas:  restaurants, cafés, day 
care,  and niche farms,  seasonal market 
spaces, agri-tourism, and programs that link 
farmers with available land and resources. 

7. Foster Broad Participation in Town 
Government  

Promote open, transparent local government through communication, community engagement, 
and broad representation on boards and committees. Build connections between full-time and 
part-time residents, newcomers, and long-timers through welcoming events and other 
opportunities.  

8.  Enhance Community Spaces and Social Connections  

Create and enhance community gathering spaces, especially at Stoddard Park, and promote year-
round events that foster social connection and civic pride. Develop or collaborate with other 
organizations to provide recreational spaces and youth-centered programs and services, such as 
summer camps, and after-school activities to support young families to thrive and stay in the Town. 
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Recommendations  

The following strategies have been drafted to address the SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats) identified from our data and public engagement. These are organized 
by the goals that have been established.  

These recommendations are organized into similar themes to meet the eight 
goals established in this Plan and are not presented in any kind of priority 

order. 

Theme 1. Land Use, Rural Character, and the Environment 

Goal: Preserve Rural Character and Natural Resources to Promote Balanced Development. Protect the 
ƣŸƽŰќƚШƖƨƖċũШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖЯШŔƣƚШƚĦĲŰŔĦШũċŰĬƚĦċƓĲƚЯШŉċƖůũċŰĬЯШŉŸƖĲƚƣƚЯШƽŔũĬũŔŉĲШőċĤŔƣċƣƚЯШƽċƣĲƖШƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚЯШċŰĬШ
other environmentally sensitive areas. Allow for well-planned growth in appropriate locations that 
ƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШƣőĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃќƚШŰĲĲĬƚШƽŔƣőŸƨƣШĦŸůƓƖŸůŔƚŔŰŊШƣőĲШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШŸƖШƖƨƖċũШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖЮШ ĬƻċŰĦĲШ
climate resilience strategies such as water quality protections, renewable energy, and sustainable land 
use practices. Protect water quality in Queechy Lake and prevent overdevelopment within its watershed 
ƣőċƣШƽŸƨũĬШċĬƻĲƖƚĲũǃШċŉŉĲĦƣШƣőĲШxċťĲќƚШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШċŰĬШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖЮ 
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Theme 1 Regulatory Strategies  

1. Amend zoning and subdivision laws  to incorporate methods that will help balance growth and 
ƓƖŸƣĲĦƣШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШƻċũƨċĤũĲШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣċũЯШĦƨũƣƨƖċũЯШċŰĬШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖШƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚЮШSee Consultant's 
Town of Canaan Audit of Zoning in Resource 1  for more details.  
 

The following are regulatory  options the Town could consider  to address this 
recommendation : 

 
a. Adopt conservation subdivision development  standards. This is a site layout method that 

does not affect the number of lots or houses a parcel may be eligible for while preserving 50% of 
the parcel. These subdivisions are usually applied to major subdivisions (5 or greater lots). They 
allow for smaller lot sizes, offer opportunities for a mix of housing types, and conserve 
important open spaces on the parcel. It is recommended that major subdivisions be required to 
be designed in this manner.  

 
 
 

 
b. Add new definitions (see recommended list in Consultants Audit in Resource 1) and use 

illustrations  in the zoning text to increase understanding and clarity for all users. 
 

c. Establish a requirement that there be additional buffer areas between a non-farm use 
(residence or commercial)  and a farm. These buffers can include larger setbacks, the 
maintenance of natural vegetation, or the use of topography to separate these uses. 
 

d. Add dark sky lighting standards  to control glare and light pollution that may be associated with 
commercial uses. 
 

e. Establish a stream corridor buffer  ƣőċƣШƽŸƨũĬШƚĲƖƻĲШƣŸШƓƖŸƣĲĦƣШƣőĲШћƖŔƓċƖŔċŰќШċƖĲċШċũŸŰŊШƚƣƖĲċůƚШ
from development. A stream corridor is a designated strip of land along both sides of a stream 

An example of what a 32-lot 
subdivision would look like on a 96 -
acre parcel of land with a 3 acre 
minimum lot size requirement.  

Example of what a 32-lot subdivision would look like 
on a 96-acre parcel of land with a 1 dwelling per 3 -
acre density in a conservation subdivision layout  that 
allows for flexible lot sizes . 
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or river that is intentionally kept in a natural vegetated state to protect water quality, reduce 
flooding, and preserve important ecological functions that occur there. This could be applied to 
all streams, only those streams regulated by DEC (Class C(t) and higher streams), or certain 
streams designated by the Town. 
 

f. Establish steep slope and ridgeline development standards  to reduce erosion, protect water 
quality, and maintain scenic landscapes. Zoning can address this via an overlay district 
designed just for these areas, and/or through the use of incentives that promote best 
management practices. Controlling building on slopes > 15% includes careful siting of building 
envelopes away from steep slopes, limiting tree cutting, requiring engineered stormwater 
controls, or using other design standards (setbacks, driveway placement, building placement, 
buildable area requirements). Ridgeline best management practices include, but are not limited 
to, siting buildings so the roofline of the structure is below the ridgetop, limiting tree cutting, and 
using neutral colors to blend buildings into the hillside.  
 

 
g. Amend the Residential Agricultural (R A-4 shown in green on the above map) district to 

enhance its effectiveness  to address agriculture and sensitive environmental locations . 
Use the environmentally sensitive map included in this Plan as well as the sensitive 
őǃĬƖŸŊĲŸũŸŊŔĦċũШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰƚШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШÉŸƨƖĦĲШìċƣĲƖШÂƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŸŰШÂũċŰШƣŸШŔĬĲŰƣŔŉǃШċŰĬШ
establish areas that should be within the RA -4 district. The current RA-4 district allows for the 
lowest density in Town (a 10-acre minimum lot size). Its stated purpose is to protect areas 
having agricultural and environmental sensitivities. However, tőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШ9ƨƖƖĲŰƣШÅ-4 locations 
do not coincide well with either NYS Ag Districts, currently farmed areas, or all the locations 
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having environmental sensitivity. Continue to 
support sustainable agricultural activities through 
farm-friendly zoning practices that protect 
farmlands from residential sprawl, support 
ũċŰĬŸƽŰĲƖƚќШƻŸũƨŰƣċƖǃШƨƚĲШŸŉШĦŸŰƚĲƖƻċƣŔŸŰШ
easements, and support soil health programs and 
pollinator-friendly initiatives.  
 
Further protect agriculture and highly 
environmentally sensitive areas. This can be 
accomplished in several ways. 
 
1. To further ƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШċŊƖŔĦƨũƣƨƖċũШ

activity, work to protect  prime farmland for 
agricultural uses.  Canaan should recognize agriculture and agritourism as important 
economic resources and support the preservation and enhancement of these resources. 
The following options can serve to assist in the promotion and attraction of agriculture-
related services and industries to develop and maintain agriculture as a viable business. 

i. Consider establishing an agricultural overlay  to promote sustainable agriculture. 
ii. The agricultural overlay should include development standards  such as (but not 

limited to) adjusting residential density, requiring clustering of new subdivisions, 
limiting non-farm businesses, and setting standards to allow those non-farm uses 
to be small in scale to limit conversion of critical farmlands. 

iii. Consider adding an agricultural representative to existing boards to guide the 
Town as it implements agricultureȤrelated portions of this plan related to farming. 

 
2. Consider expanding the RA-4 district locations so they align better with the 

environmentally sensitive locations  (as shown on that map). In the expanded RA4 District, 
consider using a density of 1 dwelling per 10 acres instead of a minimum lot size of 10 acres 
(See Resource 4 for more information about density vs lot size). This will allow Canaan to 
maintain the existing very low density while allowing some flexibility in lot sizes. Use of a 
density measurement allows lot sizes to be averaged, which in turn allows for a variety of lot 
sizes to be created, provided they all average the required 10-acre density. Ensure that 
these regulations continue to allow for accessory dwelling units, farmworker housing, and 
other accessory uses without being counted towards the density measurement. 

In addition to, or as an alternative to the RA-4 District, Canaan can further protect 
critical environmental features by establishing a conservation overlay . Such an overlay 
can include lower density and additional development requirements designed to 
protect important natural, scenic, or cultural resources.  
 

3. Consider establishing a steep slope and ridgeline protection overlay district . This 
overlay could include development thresholds such as reducing allowed development as 

More About an Overlay 

An overlay district sits on top of the 
regular zoning district. It does not 
change underlying land uses 
(residential, commercial, etc.) but 
adds additional development 
standards to address specific 
resource needs, such as protecting 
steep slopes or ridgelines or 
agricultural areas. It is not an 
easement that prevents further 
development. 
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slope increases, excluding steep slope areas from being counted in buildable area 
calculations, establishing ridgeline setback and height dimensions, setting grading, 
clearing, and disturbance limits,  requiring visual simulations to assess scenic impacts, and 
others. See Resource 5 for more potential regulatory options to protect steep slopes and 
ridgelines.  

 
4. Queechy Lake is known to be one of the cleanest in New York State. There is concern, 

however, that overdevelopment would adversely impact this important resource. The Town 
can implement a variety of tools to p rotect Queechy Lakeƚќ water quality and protect it 
from overdevelopment . The following regulatory options should be explored:  

 
i. Consider the use of a conservation overlay applied to coincide with the Queechy Lake 
Watershed as shown on the figure below (Figure 16 from the Canaan Source Water 
Protection Plan in Resource 6).  

A conservation overlay for Queechy Lake  could establish development standards that 
include, but are not limited to, the following (as recommended in the Canaan Source Water 
Protection Plan (see Resource 6 for further details): 

¶ Require new residential development that includes the location of existing and 
proposed new wells and septic systems, and a completed hydrogeological study for 
new subdivisions involving a certain number of lots; 

¶ Establish that such subdivisions avoid adverse impacts to other groundwater users 
within 1,500 feet of the subdivisions, such as reductions in groundwater, reductions 
in water flow needed for fish and wildlife habitat, recreation, cultural and aesthetic 
values, water supply, etc.; 
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¶ Submittal of a hydrogeological study proposed to have 1,000 or more gallons of 
water per day water withdrawal and/or onsite flows; 

¶ Review standards that would evaluate the adequacy of control measures to prevent 
groundwater and surface water contamination;  

¶ Change dimension and area regulations that address sediment controls, stream 
and lakeshore protections, specific lot area and yard regulations to protect water 
quality; use of boathouses, maintaining natural buffers along the shoreline, limiting 
use of tree clearing, lawns, and fertilizers; and 

¶ Require a permit from the Town before constructing new docks proposed on 
Queechy Lake. 

 
5. Note that other areas in Town also have high hydrogeologic sensitivity (see Figure 15 and in 

the Canaan Source Water Protection Plan in Resource 6). This includes the area around 
Loves. This could be another major area where a conservation overlay could ensure that any 
new commercial development in that location (zoned Commercial -2, or C-2) is done 
appropriately. Given the sensitivity of that area, the Town should also review the C-2 Use 
Table to ensure that uses that have a high risk of environmental impact are either not 
allowed or have development standards that help avoid significant environmental impacts. 

 

  Figure 15: Showing the Canaan Source Water Protection Plan Recommended Boundaries for 
Queechy Lake Conservation Overlay.  
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h. Add a purpose statement  to the zoning that describes what each zoning district is designed to 
accomplish.  
 

i. Establish general design standards  for commercial 
development along I-90, Route 22 & 295 to avoid 
strip-style growth, to balance growth, and maintain 
community character. Reasonable rural design and 
siting guidelines can be set to effectively guide the 
siting of new commercial uses. Among other 
methods, consider having a range of building 
square footage for commercial buildings by district 
and keep building heights to two stories to ensure 
they are of the scale and intensity consistent with 
the goals of the Town. These could be incorporated 
into zoning regulations as required standards.  
 

j. Similarly, the zoning can include rural siting 
guidelines  or standards oriented towards siting 
new residential uses to maintain the environment 
and rural character, and hamlet design guidelines 
targeted towards those unique locations. These 
should work to protect rural and scenic character 
along roads.  
 

k. When zoning is updated, ensure that existing lots and uses are grandfathered . 
 

l.  Consider rethinking all the residential agricultural (RA) district zoning that currently allows 
for  2-acre minimum lot size s ĲǂƣĲŰĬŔŰŊШƣŸШċШĬĲƓƣőШŸŉШΠΡΜќШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШĦĲŰƣĲƖũŔŰĲШŸŉШċШƖŸċĬЯШand 
then a 5-acre minimum lot size beyond that area . Over time, this pattern moves higher 
density to line all roads (see Resource 2, Buildout Maps), while forcing flag lot development to 
the rear of lots. ћSƣƖŔƓШƚƣǃũĲќШƣǃƓĲШŸŉШĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШis more of a suburban pattern.  
 
This can also be inefficient because it creates interior lands that are fragmented or become 
ŔŰċĦĦĲƚƚŔĤũĲШŉŸƖШŉċƖůŔŰŊЯШŉŸƖĲƚƣƖǃЯШŸƖШĲƻĲŰШĲŉŉĲĦƣŔƻĲШĦŸŰƚĲƖƻċƣŔŸŰЮШÉŔŰĦĲШůŸƚƣШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШƖƨƖċũШ
character comes from views from roads, over time, filling roadside areas with houses on 2-acre 
lots can obscure views of fields and hillsides. Other unintended impacts of this are that it 
creates roads with multiple driveways that make it harder to snowplow, can cause drainage 
issues, and impact rural character. Other tools to address residential development  in rural 
areas include:  
 
1. Consider using density instead of minimum lot sizes  to control the number of new homes 

allowed. Evaluate the current 2-acre/5-acre split and consider removing the 2 acre/5 5-acre 
split and applying one density rule for all parcels in the residential districts ( RA-1, RA-2, and 

Some Examples Of Design 
Standards  

These include requiring sloped roofs, 
placing parking to the side or rear of 
the building, cluster buildings near 
the road to maintain a compact 
hamlet form, limit height to 2 stories, 
break up larger buildings with façade 
and roof breaks, design should 
reflect the vernacular of the Town, 
have signs that are modest in size 
and integrated into the building 
architecture, use dark sky certified 
lighting fixtures, use native plants for 
landscaping, preserve existing 
mature trees, and encourage 
porches, awnings, or overhangs along 
the streetscape. 



DRAFT March 2026 

35 

 

RA-3). If a conservation overlay district is to be established for Queechy Lake or other areas, 
establish a density that is consistent with the capacity of 
the land for water and waste treatment. Avoid splitting 
parcels with two development requirements and avoid the 
concentration of development along roads. This Plan offers 
several density scenarios to be considered that show the 
potential build out under current zoning, and others at 2-
acre, 3.5 acre, and 5-acre density applied throughout the 
whole parcel (conservation overlays may need its own 
density set to protect the specific natural resources in that 
area). When density is used, updated zoning should add 
language that allows existing parcels that are less than the 
required density to be ћŊƖċŰĬŉċƣőĲƖĲĬќШŔŰШċŰĬШsubdivided 
once well and septic regulations can be met. In this way, 
existing small lots are not penalized with a zoning change. 
See also Resource 4 for more information on density vs lot 
size. 
2. Cluste r new houses along interior roads or grouped in 
nodes to leave frontage open. Note that clustering new 
houses does not increase the overall density allowed on 
that parcel т it only concentrates building in a certain 
location while leaving dedicated open spaces undeveloped. 
Clustered housing requires careful design for water and 
waste treatment. Using density instead of a minimum lot 

size allows for more flexibility and smaller lots at the same time. The benefits of this is that 
smaller, more affordable lots can be created.  

3. Use rural siting guidelines  to help development fit better into the rural landscape and 
protect visual character. 

4. In determining the appropriate places for new building envelopes, use mapped resources 
ŉƖŸůШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШ ċƣƨƖċũШÅĲƚŸƨƖĦĲШfŰƻĲŰƣŸƖǃШċŰĬШƣőŸƚĲШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰƚШidentified as highly 
sensitive hydrogeologic locations in the  Canaan Source Water Protection Plan (see 
Resource 6). Small lots in those locations should be carefully planned so that septic 
systems do not adversely affect water supplies. See also zoning option (p), below. 

 
m. Consider promoting nodal development patterns  (Hamlets)  instead of corridors  (strips 

along the highway). (See Figure below and historic map above for names and locations of the 
traditional hamlet locations in Canaan). Currently, the commercial districts (C1, C2, and C3) 
are designed to result in strip development. Further,  there is no distinction in zoning rules 
between the residential districts (RA-1, RA-2, and RA-3), where all require the 2-acre/5-acre 
minimum lot size. The buildout over time using this pattern will be spread out and not focused т 
something that can erode rural character over time. Some residential agricultural districts (RA-
1) are mapped as a corridor, which may result in eroding rural character by spreading 
development along roads.  
 
9ċŰċċŰќƚШƣƖċĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШőċůũĲƣƚШ(Canaan Center, Red Rock, Flat Brook, Queechy, Canaan Four 
Corners, Canaan, and East Chatham) are nodes that show traditional styles of development 
and contribute to the ruralness of a place. These areas were and could be locations where 
hamlet-style development would be appropriate. Some are љfour-corner typeњ nodes, while 
others, like Red Rock, are corridors. The RA-1 area at Red Rock is already designated as a 

Rural Siting Guidelines t hat Work 
to Protect Rural and Scenic 

Character from Roads  

i. Roadside tree preservation 
program; 

ii. Rural siting standards and context-
sensitive road design that maintains 
the quality of rural roads without 
unnecessary widening; 

iii. Use of a scenic overlay district; 

iv. Careful siting of buildings in a 
conservation subdivision to protect 
views; 

v. Best practices to reduce light 
pollution.  
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district and is an appropriate corridor from the western Town boundary along Route 24 through 
Red Rock that matches the traditional layout of that area of Town. Otherwise, hamlet nodes can 
allow for clustered commercial centers at selected crossroads that can keep larger stretches of 
roads free. Hamlet nodes also improve traffic safety, support stronger business environments 
(businesses like to be near other businesses), reduce future infrastructure costs, and can 
protect farmland, natural resources, and rural character. The hamlet areas offer opportunities 
for hamlet districts to be established, with allowing for smaller lots, and in some (such as 
Canaan Four Corners), mixed uses. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

n. Consider creating Hamlet Zoning District s around 9ċŰċċŰќƚШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũШőċůũĲƣШ
locations . These include Flat Brook, Town Center, Red Rock, Canaan Four Corners, and 
East Chatham. These areas form the 
traditional nodes that could support 
new, focused, hamlet-style 
development having a mix of uses. 
These hamlet areas can support 
smaller lots, mixed-use, and in some 
cases, multifamily dwellings. 
Maintain the 2-acre minimum lot 
sizes in these locations. Each of 
these hamlet areas should have 
targeted design standards to ensure 

Node 

Corridor 
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that new development is designed and sited to be consistent with what is there.  
 
o. Another opportunity to promote hamlet development is in the campus area of the Berkshire 

Farm. This location (see map below) is unique because it has its own water supply and 
sewer system; would allow for use in an already disturbed, built area; could support 
hamlet-scale, mixed-use development desired by the Town; reduces environmental 
impacts compared to development on farmland or undeveloped lands; allows for adaptive 
reuse; could support housing without expanding development footprint in Town; and aligns 
with smart growth principles. Consider establishing a new zoning district in the built area of 
the campus area at Berkshire Farm instead of being zoned RA2. Specific development 
standards, including building size, use, setbacks, density, and other standards, could be 
required to ensure that this location is redeveloped in a manner that does not adversely 
affect Queechy Lake water quality or character. To meet housing needs, zoning in this new 
hamlet district could require that a percentage (15 to 20%) of all new residential units 
proposed be required to be deeded as affordable units (below market price). This method is 
called inclusionary zoning and would guarantee long-term affordable and workforce 
housing. This, coupled with a Queechy Lake Watershed Conservation Overlay, should 
incorporate best management practices for hamlet-development, water quality, protection 
of shorelines and shoreline vegetation, and control lake use to prevent over-use of the Lake.  

 
Note that much of the land area of Berkshire Farm is permanently protected through a 
Conservation Easement (see map below). This is shown on the map as the area within the 
red boundary. The campus area recommended to be considered for a new hamlet zoning 
designation is shown in the hatched area of the map. No other part of the Berkshire Farm 
property is recommended to be included in this new hamlet area. The campus area east of 
Route 22 (hatched area, see map below), not currently protected with an easement, could 
retain its RA2 designation, along with being included in the recommended conservation 
overlay established to further protect Lake resources. 
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p. Consider changing the names of C1, C2, and C3 districts to something that allows more 

recognition as mixed-use hamlets. 
 

q. If the Town determines to keep minimum lot sizes, consider allowing subdivisions to 
average lot sizes . This zoning approach offers a flexible alternative to conventional 
љůŔŰŔůƨůШũŸƣШƚŔǍĲњШǍŸŰŔŰŊЮШfŰƚƣĲċĬШŸŉШƖĲƕƨŔƖŔŰŊШĲƻĲƖǃШũŸƣШŔŰШċШƚƨĤĬŔƻŔƚŔŸŰШƣŸШůĲĲƣШċШŉŔǂĲĬШ
minimum size (e.g., 2 acres each), it requires that the average of all lots created meet the 
zoning standard. Benefits include increased flexibility, more opportunities for preservation 
of natural and scenic resources, better road layout, and creation of smaller lots that would 
be potentially more affordable. Average lot sizes work with the use of siting building 
envelopes when applied to small subdivisions, which would be useful along rural road 
corridors and in mixed-use areas.  

 
r. 9ŸŰƚŔĬĲƖШƣőĲШ òШÅƨƖċũШìċƣĲƖШ ƚƚŸĦŔċƣŔŸŰќƚШÉŸƨƖĦĲШìċƣĲƖШÂƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŸŰШÂũċŰШ

recommendations to protect water quality in Canaan  (See Resource 6). It is 
recommended that these be incorporated into the subdivisions, site plan, and zoning laws 

1Lands of Berkshire Farm showing the protected area (in red), the campus area (hatched) and the 
remaining lands around Queechy Lake.  
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as per that study. These include new water-related information to be reviewed by the 
Planning Board. For subdivision, these include identification of well locations, a completed 
hydrogeological study for large subdivisions, water supply suitability, and evaluation of 
impact requirements. For zoning, these include additional information to be submitted for 
site plans and special use permits, and a hydrogeological study for uses that have 
groundwater withdrawals or sewage disposal flows of 1,000 to 2,000 gallons per day. 
 

s. Consider updating the subdivision regulations to 
emphasize the review and approval of the actual 
building envelope (house, driveway, and septic 
system) instead of just boundary lines. The benefits 
of doing this include better protection of natural and 
scenic resources, better determination of where 
buildable lots actually are, confirmation of safe 
driveway placement and access, enhanced 
coordination of stormwater management features, 
and increased compatibility with neighborhood 
character. Approved building envelopes become part 
of the recorded subdivision plan, giving clear 
expectations to future buyers, builders, and 
neighbors. 

 
t. In the subdivision law, consider removing the exemption for when 2 and 3 lots  are split. 

Currently, a parcel can be subdivided into 2 or 3 parcels with no subdivision review. Not 
only is this inconsistent with New York State Town Law 276 and with 6 NYCRR Part 617 
(SEQR), but this means that the most common form of land development activities taking 
place in the Town is not reviewed. It is recommended that all subdivisions go through the 
review process. 

 
u. Bring zoning and subdivision laws into alignment with the NYS Town Law that authorizes 

subdivision, site plan, and special use processes. Consider updating the subdivision law to 
be fully consistent with the timelines and procedures of NYS law 276 . 

 
v. Consider adding a floating business zoning district . This can be a useful and flexible tool. 
fƣШŔƚШċШǍŸŰŔŰŊШĬŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШƽƖŔƣƣĲŰШŔŰƣŸШƣőĲШǍŸŰŔŰŊШũċƽШĤƨƣШŰŸƣШůċƓƓĲĬШċŰǃƽőĲƖĲШŔŰŔƣŔċũũǃЮШfƣШљŉũŸċƣƚњШ
in the code until a landowner petitions to apply that district to a specific location that meets 
set criteria. Floating business districts offer the Town flexibility but clearly identified 
development standards and performance expectations. It can target economic 
development without over-zoning, can prevent open spaces and farmland from being 
prematurely converted, help cluster commercial growth to suitable locations, allow a case-
by-case review with set site design, and support economic flexibility.  

 
w. ÖƓĬċƣĲШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШƚŸũċƖШũċƽ to be compliant with NYS policy, to address battery energy 

storage systems (BESS), and to establish policy as to where and what < 25 MW  
development standards are to accomplish both renewable energy needs and maintenance 
ŸŉШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖШċŰĬШĲŰƻŔƖŸnment. This update should address the protection of 
farmland and rural areas, enhance definitions, and include best management practices for 
siting solar (including those on farms). Consider stricter screening requirements and codify 
remediation requirements. Consider removing commercial solar facilities as an allowed use 
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in Hamlet Business and Village Business zoning districts and establishing regulatory 
controls and development standards for battery storage. Consider incorporating the use of 
agrivoltaics, where farming can take place under the panels.  

 
x. Prohibit data centers and crypto mining  ċƚШċШũċŰĬШƨƚĲШŰŸƣШĦŸůƓċƣŔĤũĲШƽŔƣőШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШŊŸċũƚШ

or vision. 
 
y. Support adaptive reuse  of vacant, older buildings for housing or mixed-use. Zoning, along 

with the use of incentives, grants, marketing, and partnerships with economic development 
organizations/agencies and others, are important elements to finding ways to support this. 
See also Housing Recommendations. 

 
z. Update subdivision regulations to require a Planning Board-approved driveway 

maintenance agreement when major subdivisions occur. Further, amend driveway and 
road standards within subdivision regulations to be consistent with the New York State Fire 
9ŸĬĲЯШƽőŔĦőШƖĲƕƨŔƖĲƚШĬƖŔƻĲƽċǃƚШũĲƚƚШƣőċŰШΞΜќШƽŔĬĲШċŰĬШŊƖĲċƣĲƖШƣőċŰШΡΜΜќШũŸŰŊШƣőċƣШĬŸШŰŸƣШ
exit to another fire apparatus access road or public street, to have approved turnaround 
areas for fire apparatusЮШÑőĲƚĲШƣƨƖŰċƖŸƨŰĬƚШƚőŸƨũĬШĤĲШċШůŔŰŔůƨůШŸŉШΞΜќШŔŰШƽŔĬƣőШŉŸƖШa 
ũĲŰŊƣőШŸŉШΡΜќЯШƓũċĦĲĬШċƣШŔŰƣĲƖƻċũƚШŰŸƣШƣŸШĲǂĦĲĲĬШΡΜΜќЮШÅŸċĬƚШƣőċƣШƚĲƖƻĲШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШŉŸƨƖШ
buildings must also meet fire apparatus access road standards.  
 

 
2. ÖƓĬċƣĲШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШΝΦΥΤШ[ũŸŸĬШ?ċůċŊĲШÂƖĲƻĲŰƣŔŸŰШxċƽ. Work with NYSDEC, the Climate Smart 

Community Task Force, and the highway department to review and update the existing local law 
where needed. 
 

Theme 1 Programmatic Strategies  

3. Work with the town historian and local historical societies  to collect stories, photos, and oral 
histories. Encourage rehabilitation of historic buildings through participation in NYS and federal 
Historic Tax Credit programs or local grant programs. ÂƖŸůŸƣĲШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШőĲƖŔƣċŊĲШƽŔƣőШinterpretive 
signage, a town booklet, or an online archive. Collaborate regionally on county-wide heritage 
programs or tourism networks. Encourage new construction that is context-sensitive near historic 
resources and in hamlet areas.  
 

4. Launch community composting, recycling improvements, and waste cleanup days . 
 

5. Ensure stormwater management  occurs with all development.  
 

6. Promote both forest tree preservation and pollinator habitats for climate resilience and 
maintenance of rural character and the environment. This can be accomplished in many ways, 
including:  
 

a. Require pollinator-friendly plantings under any solar farm that may be developed in Canaan.  
b. Shift roadside maintenance practices to allow for wildflower meadows instead of frequent 

mowing.  
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c. Maintain roadside trees when building takes place and limit the number of curb cuts to 
serve that parcel. 

e. d. To limit the adverse impacts of widespread tree clearing, establish development 
standards that require a building permit prior to removing tree cover, along with 
requirements for addressing stormwater, erosion, and habitat fragmentation. Develop 
standards or a permit system for logging to control clearcutting and adverse impacts that 
may be associated with it. Removal of trees for agricultural activities should not be limited, 
though. 

f. Convert the land behind Town Hall or in other town-owned lands to create a pollinator 
garden or managed wildflower meadow.  

g. Do a public awareness campaign about the importance of pollinators.  
h. ÂƖŸůŸƣĲШћƓŸũũŔŰċƣŸƖШƣƖċŔũƚќШŸƖШћƽŔũĬŉũŸƽĲƖШĬƖŔƻĲƚќШċƚШċŰШĲĦŸ-tourist activity. 

 
7. Support regenerative and sustainable farming practices . 

 
 

8. Relocate Veterans Monument to 
Stoddard Park. 
 

9. Implement the recommendations 
ŸŉШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШ9ũŔůċƣĲШ
Action and Resiliency Plan  (CARP) 
and the Columbia County Hazard 
Mitigation Plan to address climate 
change and its impacts. Apply for 
Silver Status in the NYS DEC 
Climate Smart Community program. 
This plan and help Canaan meet its 
Climate Smart Communities Program Requirements. 

 
As per the New York State Climate Smart Communities webpage, 
(https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions -certificationьЯШљƣőĲШ9ũŔůċƣĲШÉůċƖƣШ9ŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚШы9É9ьШ
Certification program provides local governments with a robust framework to guide their climate 
action and recognizes high-performing communities for their leadership. Participation is free and 
voluntary. Designed around the ten CSC pledge elements, the certification program recognizes 
communities for their accomplishments through a rating system leading to three levels of award: 
bronzeЯШƚŔũƻĲƖЯШċŰĬШŊŸũĬЮњШÑőĲШÑŸƽŰШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰШŔƚШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣũǃШċШ7ƖŸŰǍĲШ9ĲƖƣŔŉŔĲĬШ9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШċŰĬШŔƚШ
working towards reaching the Silver level.  
 
This Comprehensive Plan assists the Town in attaining that Silver status by meeting the required 
and optional actions. It does this by including a number of actions that meet the PE6 Actions 
(Comprehensive Plan with Sustainability Elements). Development of this plan is wholly consistent 
with the CSC-recommended steps. This included baseline assessment (See Resource 1), public 
outreach and engagement (See Resource 2), developing goals (See Vision and Goals Section), 

https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification
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identifying and evaluating strategies and actions (See Recommendations Section), and integration 
(See Implementation Plan Section).  

 
Points are awarded according to the number of point-based elements that are part of the plan, over 
and above the five required elements. At minimum, the plan must include all of the sustainability 
elements listed below as required and at least one point-based element from the list; such a plan 
would be eligible for the lowest tier of three points. 

Action  Possible 
Points  

Corresponding 
Actions in This 
Plan 

Support alternative modes of transportation (including 
strategies for bicycles, pedestrians, public transit, and 
electric vehicles) 

Required 

Themes 1, 3 

Theme 4, Item 
1,2,14 

Theme 5, item 9 
Promote smart growth principles in land-use policies 

Required Theme 1 and 
Theme 2 

Conserve natural areas (including strategies to designate 
open space and protect it from development) Required All of Theme 1 

Promote a healthy and safe community Required Themes 4 and 5 
Foster equity (including strategies for housing, schools, 
transportation, recreation, food, and environmental 
exposures) 

Required 
All Themes 

Foster green economic development 
3 

Theme 3, Item 2, 
5, 10, 11 

Decrease dependence on fossil fuels and support energy 
efficiency and renewable energy production 

3 

Theme 1, Item 1, 
12 

Theme 3, Item 8 
Foster the efficient use of natural resources (e.g., water 
conservation) 3 Theme 1, all items 

Promote the development of (or the conservation of) local 
food systems 

3 Theme 3, Item 1 

Minimize solid waste (including strategies to promote 
recycling and composting or anaerobic digestion of organic 
materials) 

3 
Theme 1, Item 4, 
12 

Protect drinking water sources from pollution 

3 

Theme 1, Item 1, 
11 

Theme 3, Item 18 

Theme 5, Item 18 
Promote adaptation to climate change (including strategies 
related to land use and public education, and engagement) 3 All of Theme 1 

11. Promote best practices for energy -efficient building  that: 
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a. Conserve water; 
b. Minimize solid waste; 
c. Decrease dependence on fossil fuels; and  
d. Support structures that incorporate individual renewable energy systems. 

 
12. Promote sustainable solid waste management  in Canaan, through strategies including: 

a. Improving the transfer station experience for residents by making aesthetic 
improvements (e.g., tree planting) and implementing good neighbor guidelines on noise, 
dust, litter, and road surface. 

b. A community waste reduction campaign led by the Communications Committee and 
Climate Smart Task Force. Promote solid waste reduction, recycling, and composting to 
minimize trash sent to the transfer station. 

Theme 2. Housing 

Goal: Promote Diverse and Affordable Housing Choices. Expand the development of diverse housing 
typesт- including smaller homes, accessory dwelling units (ADUs), duplexes, and senior housing and 
encourage smaller lot size and adaptive reuse of vacant buildings where appropriate to help attract and 
retain young families, support aging residents, and address rising housing costs, while preserving the 
ƣŸƽŰќƚШƖƨƖċũШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖШċŰĬШũċŰĬƚĦċƓĲ. 

What is Affordable Housing? In ƣőŔƚШÂũċŰЯШљċŉŉŸƖĬċĤũĲШőŸƨƚŔŰŊќШĬŸĲƚШŰŸƣШƖĲŉĲƖШƣŸШċШƚƓĲĦŔŉŔĦШőŸƨƚŔŰŊШ
program or housing type, but rather to housing priced to be affordable to working households and those 
living in our Canaan community, including teachers, healthcare workers, young families, and seniors. It 
is generally housing that costs no more than what households can reasonably pay, typically defined as 
spending no more than 30 percent of income on housing, including utilities. Affordable housing helps 
ensure that residentsуsuch as seniors, young families, and local workersуcan live in the community 
without being cost-burdened.  

Theme 2 Regulatory Strategies  

The following are regulatory  options the Town could consider to address this 
Theme: 
 

1. Current zoning allows accessory dwelling units in all zoning districts within a single-family dwelling, 
or a detached accessory building, provided it is between 300 square feet and 1500 square feet in 
size, with a separate entrance, adequate water and septic, and on a lot having at least 5 acres. 
Consider removing the 5-acre minimum lot size requirement for ADUs. The reasons for this 
recommendation include: 
a. All the 2-acre lots created in the Town (ALL the RA districts) will not qualify. This eliminates 

ADUs as a meaningful tool for creating affordable housing. It also means that homeowners with 
small lots are unfairly excluded from creating multi-generational housing, even if they have 
space. 

b. Restricting ADUs to large lots makes them accessible only to wealthier landowners. 
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c. Prevents small infill in hamlets or areas already showing nodal development.  
d. Conflicts with New York State housing initiatives that encourage ADUs as part of housing 

affordability solutions. 
 

2. Update zoning to allow for more styles of housing in more locations. Current zoning does not allow 
two-family dwellings anywhere and allows multi-family dwellings only in the commercial districts. It 
is recommended that two-family homes, tiny homes (as defined by New York State), and co -
housing/cottage housing  (a type of residential community where people live in private homes but 
share common spaces, facilities, and responsibilities). It blends the privacy of individual 
households with the social and economic benefits of collective living and could be allowed as 
permitted housing types in all districts. Two-family and tiny homes can be defined and allowed 
without Planning Board approval, like single-family homes. Co-housing should be reviewed and 
approved with a site plan review.  
 

3. Update zoning to allow for small multifamily structures and townhouses (limited to no more 
than 6 units per structure), dedicated senior housing, and mixed -use structures  (a mix of 
residential and business use) in hamlets, commercial nodes, or other designated growth areas in 

Town. Structures designed in a single-family 
architectural style, having 3 or 4 units, could 
be a new housing type allowed in zoning. 
These housing types should be allowed with a 
special use permit and with design and siting 
standards to ensure they are compatible with 
the location. They are not appropriate for 
roadside strip development, scattered on 
large lots outside hamlets or concentrated 
areas, or on environmentally sensitive lands. 
However, larger developments designed using 
the conservation subdivision method could 
include a mix of housing types. Use design 
guidelines so new housing fits the rural 
character. 

 
4. Encourage the reuse and rehabilitation of underutilized or abandoned existing structures  for 

senior and workforce housing, such as vacant schools, hotels, or structures able to be converted 
for new uses, including housing. At the same time, ensure that all such rehabilitations meet all 
health and safety requirements for residential uses. 
 

5. Update definitions of mobile and manufactured homes. Mobile homes are structures built before 
the federal HUD standards (1976). All residential units built off-site and transported to a location 
that meets the HUD standards are considered manufactured homes.  Allow for the use of 
manufactured homes, which could be used in Canaan as a more affordable housing style. Change 
ǍŸŰŔŰŊќƚШĬĲŉŔŰŔƣŔŸŰШƣŸШƖĲŉũĲĦƣШƣőċƣШљmobileњ homes are legally defined as a factory-built, 
transportable dwelling unit built pre-1976. Manufactured homes are ones built after 1976. As per 
New York State laws, manufactured homes are treated as any other single-family home. NY courts 
have ruled that exclusionary zoning against HUD-certified manufactured homes can be unlawful. 
Local governments can regulate where manufactured home parks/communities  are allowed, but 
they cannot ban manufactured homes outright if single-family dwellings are otherwise permitted. 
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6. Provide for a 10-15% density bonus in the zoning to incentivize the provision of affordable 
housing units  in new development. This would allow someone to gain additional housing units in 
exchange for a stated percentage of the new units being affordable. 
 

7. Establish hamlet zoning districts that allow mixed uses, a mix of housing types, and higher density 
(where sufficient water and septic can be provided for).  
a. Given the existing structures and infrastructure at the Berkshire Farm campus , consider 

changing the zoning district designation there from RA-2 to Hamlet. This area is envisioned as a 
mixed-use, higher-density hamlet center for a variety of residential and small business uses. 

 
8. As an alternative to some of the recommendations above for allowing more zoning districts to have 

multi -family housing, consider the establishment of a multi -family and senior citizen housing 
overlay district  that would focus this type of development in an appropriate area. 

 
 

Theme 2 Programmatic Strategies 
9. Continue the Housing Committee  with appointees from within, as well as other stakeholders who 

are uniquely positioned to assist with the creation of diverse housing. 
 

10. Partner with appropriate Columbia County, state , or non-governmental agencies to help 
homeowners repair and upgrade older housing stock and to help them acquire, rehab, or provide 
financing for affordable housing . Efforts should explore creating a Canaan-centric affordable 
housing program that may include leveraging funds for: 

и Rental Security Deposit assistance; 

и Down payment assistance for qualified home buyers; and 

и Property rehabilitation assistance. 
 

11. Promote awareness of flood risk to specific properties that are vulnerable, so that residents buy 
flood insurance. Coordinate community outreach between the Communications Committee and 
Climate Smart Task Force. 
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Theme 3. Economic Development 

Goal: Support Local Businesses and Farms and Promote Sustainable Agriculture. Attract selective 
commercial development- small, locally-owned businesses that align with rural character and local 
needs in appropriate areas:  restaurants, cafés, day care,  and niche farms,  seasonal market spaces, 
agri-tourism, and programs that link farmers with available land and resources. 

Theme 3 Regulatory Strategies  

The following are regulatory options the Town could consider to address this 
Theme: 
 

1. Promote agricultural activities.  This can be accomplished by:  
a. Promote farm stays, agritourism, wineries, roadside stands, and co -op groceries as value-

added agricultural activities by ensuring that zoning defines and specifically allows for 
agritourism, on-farm sales and processing, farm stays, and mobile markets.  

b. Establish a farm link program  to connect landowners with new farmers. 
c. Change regulations related to farmworker housing . Remove the 50-acre farm size required to 

have a manufactured home for a farmworker. This would only allow farm workers to live on 
large farms, but many niche farms are small and need staff to assist. This is an unnecessary 
burden to farmers and is inconsistent with NYS guidance for farms in a NYS agricultural district. 

d. Allow food trucks and pop -up markets  in the Use Table. 
e. Allow for wineries, cideries, distilleries, and tasting rooms . 
 

2. Revitalize and promote hamlet development  with mixed uses that encourage small buildings and 
residential uses. Zoning should allow for this type of development.  
 

3. Ensure that zoning offers the opportunity for incubator and maker spaces  as shared facilities for 
artisans, craft people, start-ups, cooperative business models, creative studios, and artisan 
shops . Allow for small -scale lodging and dining  that complements rural character. 
 

4. Support the rehabilitation of existing buildings  in appropriate locations to be used for small 
business and artisan use. 
 

5. Establish commercial design standards in zoning . 
Improve the aesthetics of commercial zones (including 
Exit B3 of Interstate 90) to attract additional businesses 
and improve walkability and community connection and 
that align with rural character. Link local residents to job 
opportunities within business districts.  
 

6. Work regionally  ƣŸШůċƖťĲƣШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШċƚƚĲƣƚЯШĦŸŸƖĬŔŰċƣĲШ
tourism efforts, and share infrastructure costs where 
feasible.  
 

Examples of Commercial Design 
Standards  

These could include limitations on 
allowable square footage, general 
architectural design standards, 
prohibition of franchise architecture, 
lighting standards, parking lot design, 
landscaping, and signage that 
ensures the style and scale of use 
Canaan hopes for. 
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7. In the Commercial districts, where commercial use is desired and a priority, limit the requirement 
for businesses to obtain a special use permit and concentrate planning reviews on site plans . 
Review the C2 Use Table to ensure all allowed uses are 
actually desired in Town. In the commercial districts, 
and with appropriate design and performance 
expectations, site plan review and approval would be 
adequate. Reserve the use of SP (Special Permit) for 
those businesses that have some characteristics that 
would make it harder to fit into an area. Many small 
businesses (such as professional service offices, small 
retail shops or galleries, small café, or bakery in a 
commercial zone should not need special use permits 
but maintain emphasis on site plan review. Auto-related 
businesses, intensive uses such as wedding venues, 
quarries or sawmills, campgrounds, RV parks, or 
renewable energy facilities are examples of uses that 
should have special use permits. 
 

8. Ensure that zoning adequately allows for small 
business development in appropriate locations . 
Ensure it allows for mixed-use developments in the 
hamlet and business areas and home businesses. 
EŰƚƨƖĲШƣőċƣШǍŸŰŔŰŊШŔƚШћŉċƖů-ŉƖŔĲŰĬũǃќШċŰĬШċũũŸƽƚШŉŸƖШĬŔƖĲĦƣШ
sales, agritourism, and multiple farm businesses on a 
farm operation. Perform a regular review of the Use 
Table to update Special Use permits and site plan review 
requirements. 
 

 
Theme 3 Programmatic Strategies  

 
9. Facilitate formation of a local business association  (including for home businesses). Some of 

the programmatic ideas for this association to implement include:   
a. Work with area farms, businesses, and home occupations to create a youth mentorship 

program to give local youth new opportunities to explore careers. 
b. Promote adventure -based, cultural tourism and rural health and wellness tourism  (hiking, 

mountain biking, glamping, yoga, outdoor recreation and healing, etc.). These types of 
ĤƨƚŔŰĲƚƚĲƚШĤƨŔũĬШŸŰШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШċƚƚĲƣƚШċŰĬШċƖĲШċШƚƣƖĲŰŊƣőШƣŸШċƣƣƖċĦƣШƚůċũũШĤƨƚŔŰĲƚƚĲƚШƣőċƣШŉŔƣШŔŰƣŸШ
Canaan. 

c. Seek funding to evaluate the feasibility of converting appropriate spaces  into a co-working 
space. 

d. Create a central farmers market/community market space as a hub for local products. 
e. Partner with Hudson Valley Agricultural Development Corporation  (Columbia County funds 

them) to explore ways Canaan can enhance existing or attract new agribusinesses. They offer 
technical assistance, agribusiness loans and grants, marketing and tourism, and food rescue 
and donation programs. 

Site Plan Review Versus Special 
Permits 

The site plan review process reviews 
the location and function of all 
elements of a project such as parking 
lots, lighting, fencing, utilities, 
building location etc. It does not 
address the type of use т only the 
location of that uses elements on the 
parcel. 

The special permit (technically a 
special use permit) is a review 
process that evaluates the use itself. 
Special uses are allowed uses but are 
those that have some special 
characteristic that might make it 
harder to fit into the neighborhood.  

Site plan and special permits work 
together. Some uses however, can be 
reviewed and approved only through 
the site plan process. 
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f. Partner with Columbia County 
IDA. 

g. ?ĲƻĲũŸƓШċШћìĲũĦŸůĲШƣŸШ9ċŰċċŰќШ
packet for new residents that 
includes information on services, 
events, organization of the Town 
government, etc. To accomplish 
this, partner with location 
organizations such as the religious 
institutions and local businesses, 
and build capacity for carrying out 
this project (people and funding). 
This packet could include a 
resource guide designed to help 
young and new families learn about the Town and to navigate the building permit, planning, and 
zoning, and common zoning-related questions that can help newcomers. 

h. Do an inventory of local businesses, including home -based businesses. Conducting an 
ŔŰƻĲŰƣŸƖǃШƽŔũũШőĲũƓШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲШċŰШƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШĲĦŸŰŸůŔĦШƚƣƖĲŰŊƣőƚЯШŊċƓƚЯШċŰĬШ
opportunities. It also creates a baseline for tracking growth, supporting targeted support 
programs, and strengthening the local economy through better coordination and 
communication.  

 
10.  Work with local organizations  such as religious institutions, businesses, and families to find 

ways to attract day care center businesses to support new economic development in Town.  
 

11. Publish a resource guide  and improve communication about services. 
 

12. Enable small business development  that offers quality employment and revenue opportunities in 
a manner that protects the environment and rural character of Canaan. 
 

13. Explore other grant programs  that could be used to provide financial incentives and support for 
small businesses. 
 

14. Ensure that the commercial and mixed-use districts and uses are designed to protect  water 
quality  and sensitive ecological areas. 
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Theme 4. Community Life & Recreation 

Goal: Enhance Community Spaces and Social Connections. Create and enhance community gathering 
spaces, especially at Stoddard Park, and promote year-round events that foster social connection and 
civic pride. Develop or collaborate with other organizations to provide recreational spaces and youth-
centered programs and services such as summer camps, and after-school activities to support young 
families to thrive and stay in the Town. 

Theme 4 Programmatic Strategies  

The following are regulatory options the Town could consider to address this 
Theme: 

 
1. Consider broadening the funding and mission of the Recreation committee  to expand 

recreational opportunities for Town residents of all ages in the community. Consider a sub-
committee that includes youth to plan for expanding options for summer camp and after-school.  

 
2. Review the ċĬĲƕƨċĦǃШŸŉШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШĲǂŔƚƣŔŰŊШƖĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰċũШŉċĦŔũŔƣŔĲƚЮШEƻċũƨċƣĲШƣőĲШŰĲĲĬШŉŸƖ 

walking trails, youth activities, pickleball courts, swimming, biking, athletic fields, activities for 
children and teens, fishing access, picnic areas, and senior citizen activities, and seek ways for 
improvement. In conjunction with this review, consider surveying full and part-time families to 
create a baseline needs assessment that identifies gaps and opportunities.  

 
3. Many ideas for enhancing recreation were identified by the community and are presented below.  
 
4. Map and identify new walking and bike trails . 
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5. Promote or facilitate seasonal festivals , 
concerts, and organize walking, book, and knitting 
groups that are intergenerational and appeal 
across many population groups.  

 
6.  Identify space(s) for a community center  for 

events, senior services, and multigenerational 
activities. 

 
7. Host more seasonal festivals, concerts, and 

cultural events, and shared community meals  to 
connect newcomers and long-timers, and more 
specifically, to youth. 

 
8. Partner with the schools serving Canaan, religious 

institutions, the fire companies, land conservancy, 
and other local organizations to provide after -
school programs , tutoring, and summer programs. 

 
9. Consider creating new partnerships to develop and 

offer intergenerational programs  pairing services 
with young families (mentorship, skills-sharing) and encourage the development of places for 
residents to greet each other and to gather spontaneously (e.g., a small shopping center with a 
coffee shop and/or a country store). 

 
10. Reinvest in Stoddard Park with ADA perimeter paths, a dog park, shaded seating, and upgraded 

facilities, including a playground and ball courts. Provide more walking areas around the town  and 
in the vicinity of the town hall to create a sense of a village green where people can gather. 

 
11. Establishing an official town Community Center  is a long-term goal, but continue discussions to 

establish a working relationship with the Congregational Church to extend use of its facility for other 
community uses, e.g., a respite center, and add more regular uses to existing regular events (square 
dancing) and other impromptu/one-time events. Consider ways to reach out to the community to 
find out what the perceived needs are. 

 
12. Identify an existing space  that could be used as a community center, including considering 

opening up Town Hall on weekends or other times for an indoor space that can be used by the 
community. 

 
13. Advertise existing senior support services  (resource guide, caregiver registry, volunteer 

assistance), so seniors are aware of these resources. Identify gaps in service needs and build 
capacity and partnerships to fill these needs, such as a drop-in respite program for caregivers. 

 
14. Update the  Town website  to become a high-functioning ћŊŸШƣŸШƽĲĤƚŔƣĲќШŉŸƖШactivities, events, as 

well as continuing current uses-town newsletters, town board work, and other 
governance/committee updates. Add sections on or links to recreation opportunities: festivals and 
local markets, events. Include maps of local trails in Canaan and links to CCC and nearby Berkshire 
County, walking and biking trail guides. 
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15. Long-term, consider working with CCE and other organizations to provide emergency planning for 
seniors, such as a senior resource guide. 

 
16. Address public access to Queechy Lake . Explore options to secure access to the beach 

permanently, including acquiring the beach area, as it is vulnerable to loss if its current land 
ownership changes. When the opportunity arises, consider a new role for the Town in relation to 
Queechy Lake as long-term lessor or permanent owner of the land currently under the ownership of 
the Berkshire Farm. Consider ways to safely ensure continued public non-motorized boating access 
to the lake.  

 
17. Work with the town historian  to increase community knowledge of Canaan and its history. 

Consider adding a history section to the Canaan website. 
 

Theme 5. Infrastructure & Services 

Goal: Advocate for Expanded Internet and Cell Connectivity. Increasing access to reliable, high-speed 
broadband and modern cell service across the town is critical to enable remote work, emergency 
communications, education, and equitable access to services. 

Goal: Enhance Traffic Safety and Accessibility. Improve road and intersection safety, address speeding 
concerns, and explore options for more walking and biking trails. Improve transportation services for 
seniors and youth to reduce isolation and increase access to local services and events. 

Goal: Senior Services and Aging in Place. Support seniors through collaboration with organizations that 
provide transportation, in-home care, and social programs. Explore housing choices that enable aging 
in place with dignity and connection to the Canaan community. 

Theme 5 Programmatic Strategies  

1. Expand broadband and cell coverage  via municipal options or public-private partnerships. 
 

2. Provide public Wi -Fi zones in the town center and gathering spaces. 
 

3. Connect residents to existing volunteer driver networks. Promote senior access to the North 
East Transportation Loop (a regional transportation cooperative)  for seniors. 
 

4. Improve road safety and maintenance  (intersections, potholes, dust control, signage). Install 
speed monitors and intersection upgrades in hamlet areas to slow traffic in the hamlet area to slow 
traffic. Require the Town Highway Superintendent to review new curb cuts when building takes 
place on Town roads.  

 
5. ~ċŔŰƣċŔŰШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШĬŔƖƣШƖŸċĬƚ as an important element contributing to rural character. However, 

continue to maintain these and provide dust control.  
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6. Improve communications  between the Town and 

residents/landowners with newsletters, kiosks, 
website upgrades, and welcome packets for 
newcomers. Advertise the Canaan updated 
website when completed. 
 

7. Develop a 5-year capital improvement plan  to 
create a budget and operations management plan 
for road maintenance and highway department 
needs, Stoddard Park, and other Town properties. 

 
8. Ensure that road capacity and traffic impacts are 

reviewed and evaluated during commercial and 
large subdivision applications. Development plans 
should be consistent with ensuring safety and 
ċĦĦĲƚƚШƽőŔũĲШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШĬĲƚŔƖĲШƣŸШ
maintain its low-volume, scenic, and country 
roads. 
 

9. To increase emergency service volunteerism , develop recruitment strategies (community 
awareness campaign and targeted outreach), offer payment for training, community recognition, 
work regionally to share services, and public education about the importance of volunteering for 
these services.  
 

10. Promote the availability of the existing senior service home maintenance and errands  program 
available through the County and not-for-profits. 
 

11. Publish a senior resource guide  and improve communication about services. 
 

12. Provide quality infrastructure, including supporting alternative modes of transportation  
(pedestrians, bicyclists, etc.) while retaining the rural character of the town. Coordinate with 
Columbia County and NYSDOT for regional pedestrian and bicycle networks. 

 
11. Continue to implement  measures to slow  traffic 

consistent with the ÑŸƽŰќƚШƖƨƖċũШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖШċŰĬШNew 
York State Department of Transportation design 
standards through planning and zoning efforts. 
Encourage traffic slowing-designs and improved street 
lighting in the village and at rural intersections. Use 
radar traffic speed monitoring devices to enforce 
speed limits, and work with law enforcement to 
monitor and enforce traffic laws. 
 

12. Ensure adequate staff, training, and equipment  are available to maintain a safe town road 
system. 
 

13. Seek funding for and leverage County and State -level opportunities  to ensure the Town receives 
all available funding and studies best practices for providing alternative transportation in Canaan. 

Slowing traffic in rural areas can 
include use of speeding monitoring 
signs , tree-lined streets, landscaping 
that narrows the visual field, 
pavement markings, or even mini-
roundabouts. 
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14. Improve visibility and 

signage for areas with 
frequent rural transportation 
activity. 
 

15. Continue to implement road -
related climate -smart  
watershed activities  and 
work with funding partners, 
e.g., Trout Unlimited culvert 
replacement program. 
 

16. Promote best practices to 
manage stormwater runoff  
by using natural hydrologic processes. 
 

17. Promote existing County -level services  such as Head Start, weatherization assistance, energy 
audits through organizations such as Columbia Opportunities and Community Action. 
 

18. When zoning is updated, also review and update code enforcement procedures  and building 
permit timelines. 

 

Theme 6. Governance & Implementation 

Goal: Foster Broad Participation in Town Government. Promote open, transparent local government 
through communication, community engagement, and broad representation on boards and 
committees. Build connections between full-time and part-time residents, newcomers, and long-timers 
through welcoming events and other opportunities. 

Theme 6 Programmatic Strategies  

1. Host listening sessions, forums, and workshops  to build trust and civility in local discourse. 
Ensure that local government communicates effectively and remains responsive, fiscally 
responsible, and forward-thinking in meeting the needs and safety of Canaan residents. 
 

2. Explore shared services with neighboring towns  for emergency coverage and cost efficiency. 
 

3. Continue to stream and record board meetings  so residents can watch them on their own time, 
and use text and social media alerts  (Facebook, Instagram, Nextdoor, or services such as 
Granicus), and to publicize these services.  
 

4. Consider holding an annual Town Hall meeting  to involve community members. 
 

5. Create a Communications Committee  that includes representatives of youth and seniors to 
improve dialogue between the board and residents. Support and enhance public communication 
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through the website, social media, etc. This could include coordination to enable the town 
community and volunteer organizations to advertise events, volunteer needs, donations, etc., on 
ƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШƚŸĦŔċũШůĲĬŔċШƓũċƣŉŸƖůƚШċŰĬШƓƖŸůŸƣĲШƣőĲШĬŔƚƚĲůŔŰċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰШƣŸШƣőĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШ
at large. 
 

6. Review and revise policies and procedures within the Town . Update the Policy and Procedures 
manual, post it online, and make it available to all employees, elected officials, appointees, and 
volunteers. Establish a regular process for updates. 
 

7. Continue to provide support to the Fire and EMS services  contracted with the Town. Implement 
ċŰĬШƚƣċŉŉШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШEůĲƖŊĲŰĦǃШ~ċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣШÂũċŰЮ 
 

8. Feature local farmers at Community Day . 
 

9.  Maintain and staff the current Town of Canaan Emergency Management Plan . Include 
promoting access to heating and cooling centers. 
 

10. Ensure that all Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals members complete their New York 
State-required  4 hours per year training . Take advantage of existing training activities sponsored 
by the New York State Department of State, Columbia County, and others for these efforts. 

 
11. Ensure that the Planning Board and ZBA processes are user-friendly. Develop short guides 
ŸƖŊċŰŔǍĲĬШĤǃШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣШƣǃƓĲШыŉŸƖШĲǂċůƓũĲЯШљfШƽċŰƣШƣŸШĤƨŔũĬШċШőŸƨƚĲЯШƽőċƣШĬŸШfШŰĲĲĬШƣŸШĬŸьШљШƣőċƣШŔĬĲŰƣŔŉǃШ
required approvals, a step-by-step flowchart, estimated timelines, and a list of submission 
materials. Standardize and simplify application forms in plain language and make them available 
digitally. Provide other materials to help the public understand the planning process that are widely 
available at Town Hall and online. Continue pre-application conferences as a critical first step to an 
efficient review and permitting process.  
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Priority Actions and Implementation Steps 

ÑőĲШfůƓũĲůĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰШÉĲĦƣŔŸŰШƣƖċŰƚũċƣĲƚШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШƻŔƚŔŸŰШċŰĬШŊŸċũƚШŔŰƣŸШċĦőŔĲƻċĤũĲШċĦƣŔŸŰƚЮШfƣШĬĲŉŔŰĲƚШ
who will lead, who will partner, and how progress will be measured. By identifying implementation 
steps, regional partners, and mechanisms for monitoring, this section ensures that the Comprehensive 
Plan remains both practical and proactiveуhelping the Town of Canaan make informed, coordinated, 
and forward-looking decisions over the next decade and beyond. 

The Implementation Section is one of the most critical components of the Comprehensive Plan. It 
transforms the plan from a visionary document into a practical, action-ŸƖŔĲŰƣĲĬШŊƨŔĬĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШ
ŉƨƣƨƖĲЮШìőŔũĲШĲċƖũŔĲƖШĦőċƓƣĲƖƚШŔĬĲŰƣŔŉǃШƣőĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃќƚШƻŔƚion, goals, and recommended strategies, the 
implementation section answers the question: 

џcŸƽЮĬŸЮƽĲЮůċťĲЮƣőĲƚĲЮŔĬĲċƚЮőċƓƓĲŰлѠ 

ÑőŔƚШƚĲĦƣŔŸŰШũċǃƚШŸƨƣШƚƓĲĦŔŉŔĦШƚƣĲƓƚЯШƖĲƚƓŸŰƚŔĤŔũŔƣŔĲƚЯШƓċƖƣŰĲƖƚЯШċŰĬШƣŔůĲŉƖċůĲƚШƣŸШůŸƻĲШƣőĲШƓũċŰќƚШ
recommendations into action. It serves as a bridge between planning and doingуhelping Town officials, 
residents, and partner organizations understand their ƖŸũĲƚШŔŰШċĦőŔĲƻŔŰŊШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШũŸŰŊ-term goals. 

This Section is intended to be a working guide for the Town Board, Planning Board, committees, and 
partner organizations. It should be referenced regularly, especially during annual goal-setting, 
budgeting, and grant application processes, to ensure that day-to-day decisions align with the 
ĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃќƚШũŸŰŊ-term vision. By using this section as a living management toolуrather than a static 
chapterуthe Town of Canaan can maintain focus, accountability, and measurable progress toward 
achieving its shared vision for the future. 

 

As per New York State Town Law 272-a, the Town should conduct a broader review of the 
Comprehensive Plan to ensure that strategies remain relevant and effective  every five years. 

Overall Implementation Steps 

1. ÑőĲШŉŸũũŸƽŔŰŊШfůƓũĲůĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰШÉƣĲƓƚШċƖĲШƖĲĦŸůůĲŰĬĲĬШƣŸШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚŉƨũũǃШĦċƖƖǃШŸƨƣШƣőŔƚШÂũċŰќƚШŊŸċũƚШ
and strategies. These actions ensure the plan moves from vision to measurable outcomes over the 
next 10т15 years. Ensure that Planning Board, Zoning Board of  Appeals, Town Board, and Climate 
Smart Committee members, and Town staff have paper or digital copies of the plan and understand 
the role the Plan plays in the Town. 
 

2. ÂŸƚƣШƣőĲШƓũċŰШċŰĬШċũũШŔƣƚШĦŸůƓŸŰĲŰƣƚШŸŰШċШĬĲĬŔĦċƣĲĬШƓċŊĲШƽŔƣőŔŰШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШƽĲĤƚŔƣĲШŔŰШċШůċŰŰĲƖШ
that provides easy access to the document, its resources, and its maps.  
 

3. Establish an oversight and organization framework to build success in Plan implementation.  
 
¶ Form a Comprehensive Plan Implementation Committee (or broaden the role of an existing 

body like the Planning Board or Climate Smart Task Force) to coordinate implementation, track 
progress, and report semi-annually to the Town Board. 
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¶ Assign champions or lead entities 
to each goal area (e.g., land use, 
housing, economic development, 
recreation, infrastructure) to 
ensure accountability. 

¶ Establish a Housing Committee 
and begin work with the Columbia 
County Housing Task Force. 

¶ Establish a Zoning Review 
Committee to begin work to 
amend the zoning and subdivision 
laws. 

¶ Form a Communications 
Committee to improve outreach 
and transparency. 

4. Prioritize Immediate Actions to be 
implemented. This Section offers 
details on the Comprehensive Plan 
9ŸůůŔƣƣĲĲќƚШƖĲĦŸůůĲŰĬċƣŔŸŰƚШŉŸƖШƓƖŔŸƖŔƣǃШċĦƣŔŸŰƚЮШÑőĲШÑŸƽŰШ7ŸċƖĬШƚőŸƨũĬШƖĲƻŔĲƽШƣőĲƚĲЯШĲĬŔƣШŸƖШ
add to these, and assign specific tasks to appropriate committees or individuals. 
 

5. Begin implementation ƽŔƣőШљĲċƖũǃШƽŔŰƚњШƣŸШĤƨŔũĬШůŸůĲŰƣƨůШċŰĬШƓƨĤũŔĦШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣ. See the chart 
below for details on these priorities. 
 

6. Strengthen Intergovernmental and Regional Partnerships to work with the Town as needed. 
 
¶ Coordinate with potential partners (see chart below). Work to find common goals among these 

organizations and cooperate to share expertise and resources. 
 

7. Enhance ƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШĦapacity and funding to implement the actions. The Town Board should have 
implementing committees, staff, individuals, and partners identifying funding needs. 
¶ Work with a grant writer or team to pursue implementation funds. 

¶ Apply for grants to fund actions (e.g., NYS Climate Smart Communities, NYS CDBG, DOS, DEC 
Water Quality Improvement Projects, Parks, Ag & Markets Farmland Protection Implementation 
Grants). 

¶ Seek technical assistance where needed.  

8. Establish an ongoing monitoring and reporting process to promote transparency and to maintain the 
momentum for the projects. 

¶ Ask all those involved to provide Semi-Annual Progress Reports to be presented to the Town 
Board that summarize actions completed, achievements, budget and funding obtained and 
needed, and obstacles and course corrections that may be required. 

¶ Work towards a Year 5 review of the full plan and its achievements, and a full Plan update in 
Year 10.  



DRAFT March 2026 

58 

 

¶ Hold at least one public forum annually to gather feedback and highlight progress. 
¶ Use ƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШƽĲbsite to keep the public informed and engaged. 

Potential Partners 

Successful implementation of the Town of Canaan Comprehensive Plan depends not only on local 
commitment but also on the strength of the partnerships that the Town cultivates. Planning is, by 
nature, a collaborative processуone that extends beyond the boundaries of any single level of 
government. The goals outlined in this Plan touch on many interconnected issues such as land use, 
housing, agriculture, recreation, transportation, infrastructure, and environmental protection. Achieving 
these objectives requires coordinated action among a wide network of partners who bring 
complementary expertise, resources, and authority. 

 

Why are partnerships important? They allow the Town to leverage technical expertise and funding that 
would otherwise be difficult to access. County, regional, and state agencies can offer specialized 
knowledge. Working together allows communities to address challenges that cross town linesуsuch as 
watershed management, broadband expansion, and emergency servicesуwhile also coordinating 
tourism, agriculture, and open space initiatives that benefit the region as a whole. By participating in 
countywide and intermunicipal partnerships, Canaan ensures that its voice is represented in larger 
policy discussions and funding decisions. Collaboration among the Town Board, committees, 
residents, and local institutions helps ensure that initiatives remain grounded in community values and 
that implementation benefits from broad participation, transparency, and fostering of civic pride and 
inclusion. Ultimately, partnerships make the Comprehensive Plan achievable and enduring.  

Potential Partners Include:  

Goal Area Partner / 
Organization  

Role & Potential Contribution  Type 

Land Use & 
Rural 
Character 

Town Board, Planning 
Board & ZBA 

Local land use regulation updates, SEQR 
review, plan consistency, oversight 

Local 

 Columbia County 
Planning Dept. 

Technical assistance for zoning, mapping, 
SEQR coordination 

County 

 NYS DEC, DOS, Rural 
Water Association 

NRI implementation, stream corridor 
protection, floodplain & wetlands guidance 

State 

 Columbia Land 
Conservancy, Scenic 
Hudson 

Conservation easements, trail creation, 
farmland, and open space protection 

Nonprofit 

Housing Housing Committee 
(Proposed) 

Oversee affordable housing strategies and 
implementation . 

Local 

 Columbia County 
Housing Task Force 

Technical assistance and coordination for 
affordable housing. 

County 

 NYS Homes & 
Community Renewal 
(HCR) 

Community Development Block Grants 
(CDBG) and Main Street grants; rehabilitation 
programs. 

State 
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Goal Area Partner / 
Organization  

Role & Potential Contribution  Type 

 Habitat for Humanity, 
Land Trusts 

Affordable housing and rehab programs. Nonprofit 

 Columbia 
Opportunities and 
Community Action 

They help solve poverty-related problems in 
Columbia County, including emergency 
assistance, tax preparation, education and 
early literacy, and energy assistance. 

 

Economic 
Development 
& Agriculture 

HV Agribusiness Dev. 
Corp (HVADC) 

Technical assistance, marketing, and loans for 
farms & food businesses. 

Regional 

 Columbia County IDA 
/ CEDC 

Small business support, incentives, and 
infrastructure funding. 

County 

 CCE, Ag & Markets Ag education, soil health, and farmland 
protection programs. 

State/Nonprofit 

 Local Farms & 
Markets 

On-the-ground implementation of agritourism 
and local food programs 

Local/Private 

 Columbia-Greene 
Workforce, NY 
(Community Partners) 

Job seeker services, training, disability 
resources, business services, community 
partners, youth resources. 

 

Community 
Life & 
Recreation 

Recreation 
Committee 

Expand programs, events, and park 
management. 

Local 

 Local Churches & 
Civic Groups 

Host programs, volunteer engagement, and 
intergenerational activities. 

Local 

 NYS OPRHP, Tourism 
Office 

Park development grants, Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) upgrades, and historic 
resource funding. 

State/County 

 Columbia Land 
Conservancy, 
Historical Societies 

Trails, preservation of historical assets, 
Canaan history projects, and heritage tourism. 

Nonprofit 

 Adjacent 
Municipalities 

Trails, and recreational opportunities that 
would benefit and cross over town boundaries 

Local 
Government 

Infrastructure 
& Services 

Highway Dept., 
Emergency Services 

Local Fire Depts. 

Road safety, maintenance, and capital 
planning, and fire safety. 

Local 

 Columbia County 
DPW, Office for Aging 

Coordination for County road improvements 
and senior transportation. 

County 

 NYS DOT, DPS, 
NYSERDA 

Traffic safety, broadband, and renewable 
energy funding. 

State 

 Trout Unlimited, ISPs, 
Utilities 

Stream restoration, broadband, and energy 
projects. 

Nonprofit/Private 

Governance & 
Engagement 

Town Board, 
Committees, Task 
Force 

Policy leadership, coordination, and 
communications . 

Local 

 County Climate Smart 
Coalition 

Regional coordination on sustainability and 
grant programs. 

County/Regional 
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Goal Area Partner / 
Organization  

Role & Potential Contribution  Type 

 NYS DOS (Shared 
Services Grants) 

Local government efficiency and shared 
services funding. 

State 

 Nonprofits & 
Volunteer Groups 

Civic engagement, community events, and 
outreach. 

Local/Nonprofit  

  



DRAFT March 2026 

61 

 

Priority Actions 

In addition to the overall steps outlined above, the Comprehensive Plan Committee has recommended 
several specific actions considered to be priorities. Those priorities are listed below in the following 
table, along with identification of the responsible party and key partners to help implement them. These 
ƖĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣШĲċƖũǃШƓƖŔŸƖŔƣŔĲƚШċŰĬШљƕƨŔĦťШƽŔŰƚњШƣőċƣШĦċŰШĤƨŔũĬШůŸůĲŰƣƨůШċŰĬШĬĲůŸŰƚƣƖċƣĲШƻŔƚŔĤũĲШƓƖŸŊƖĲƚƚЮШ
Other actions included in this plan may require additional planning, funding, or coordination with 
regional or state agencies and will move up in importance as the implementation process continues. 

For each topic, additional space is included for the Town Board to add additional priority actions it has 
identified. 

Topic Priority Action  Recommended by the 
Comprehensive Plan Committee  

Lead 
Responsibility  

With Town 
Board 

Key Partners 

Land Use & Rural Character 
Item 1 and Item 
1 in Housing, 
below 

Amend zoning and subdivision laws. Phase 
these amendments with Phase 1 being 
oriented to compliance and consistency 
with NYS Town Law. Phase 2 should include 
consideration of the options outlined in #1, 
a т aa. Of critical importance for Phase 2 is 
consideration of the establishment of the 
proposed new Hamlet at the Berkshire 
Farms campus area, the use of 
conservation subdivisions, the use of 
conservation and agricultural overlays, 
addressing deforestation of land, especially 
on steep grades and in flood zones, and 
updates to the üŸŰŔŰŊШĦŸĬĲќƚШUse Table and 
Dimensions Table to address housing 
needs. 

Zoning Rewrite 
Committee 

Town Attorney, 
other consultants 

Item 10 Implement recommendations from the 
ÑŸƽŰќƚШ9ũŔůċƣĲШÉůċƖƣШ ĦƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШÅĲƚŔũŔĲŰĦǃШ
Plan (CARP). 

Town Board Climate Smart 
Committee 

Item 1 w Consider updating  ƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШÉŸũċƖШxċƽШ
and including regulations for battery storage 
facilities 

Town Board Planning Board, 
Town Attorney, and 
other consultants 

Other Priorities    
    
Housing 
Item 1 Consider updating zoning to remove the 5-

acre requirement for having accessory 
dwelling units. 

Planning Board 
or Zoning 
Rewrite 
Committee 

Town Attorney, 
other consultants 
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Topic Priority Action  Recommended by the 
Comprehensive Plan Committee  

Lead 
Responsibility  

With Town 
Board 

Key Partners 

Item 4 Encourage the reuse of underutilized 
existing structures for new housing 
opportunities. 

Housing 
Committee 

Economic 
Development 
Group, Area Real 
Estate Agents 

Items 2, 5, and 8 

Strategies 
related to 
emphasis on 
Hamlet and 
mixed uses 
meet the 
Economic 
Development 
Needs  

Update zoning to address housingтoriented 
land use policies, including consideration to 
allow for more housing types, clarifying that 
manufactured houses should be treated the 
same as all single-family houses, and 
establish hamlet districts (including the 
Berkshire Farm Hamlet District) with 
hamlet-style mixed uses and smaller lots to 
promote housing opportunities. 

Rewrite 
Committee 

Planning Board, 
Town Attorney, 
other consultants 

Other Priorities    
    
Economic Development & Agriculture 
Item 4 and 6 Update zoning and consider removing 

allowance for large hotels (greater than 16 
rooms) in the Use Table;  update to 
establish commercial design standards. 

Town Board Planning Board, 
Town Attorney, and 
other consultants 

Item 1 Promote agricultural activities as suggested 
in items 1a т e. 

  

Other Priorities    
    
Community Life & Recreation 
Item 1 and Item 
2 

Broaden the mission of the Recreation 
Committee and expand recreational 
offerings. Review the adequacy of the 
ÑŸƽŰќƚШƖĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰċũШŉċĦŔũŔƣŔĲƚШċŰĬШĲƚƣċĤũŔƚőШ
opportunities for improvements. 

Recreation 
Committee and 
Town Board 

Senior Citizens 
Group 

Youth Group 

Church 
Item 2 Reinvest in Stoddard Park with enhanced 

offerings and facilities. 
Recreation 
Committee and 
Town Board 

Highway 
Department 

Community orgs 
Item 8 Address public access to Queechy Lake. Town Board Recreation 

Committee 
Item 6 ÖƓĬċƣĲШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШƽĲĤƚŔƣĲШƣŸШĦŸŰƻĲǃШůŸƖĲШ

information about recreational 
opportunities. 

Town Board Website manager 

Item 4 Evaluate establishing an official Town 
Community Center in existing locations. 
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Topic Priority Action  Recommended by the 
Comprehensive Plan Committee  

Lead 
Responsibility  

With Town 
Board 

Key Partners 

Other Priorities    
    
Infrastructure & Services 
Item 7 Develop a 5-Year Capital Improvement 

Plan.  
Town Board Highway 

Department, all 
other Town 
departments, 
boards, and staff, 
Town Engineer, 
Consultants as 
needed 

Item 1 Continue to expand broadband and cell 
coverage 

Town Board Columbia County 

Item 3 Connect residents to existing volunteer 
driver networks and promote the NE 
Transportation Loop 

Town Board County Senior 
Services 

Item  5 Improve communications between the 
Town and residents 

Town Board Communications 
Committee 

Other Priorities    
    
Governance & Implementation 
Item 2 Explore shared services with neighboring 

towns  
Town Board Columbia County 

Adjacent Towns 
Item 4 Hold an annual Town Hall Meeting to involve 

the community 
Town Board Town Clerk 

Item 5 Coordinate town, community and volunteer 
organizations to promote and disseminate 
information about events, needs, etc. 

Town Board Communications 
Committee 

Website manager 
Item 6 Review and revise policy and procedure 

manuals for employees and officials 
Town Board Planning Board 

Chair, ZBA Chair, 
Committee Chairs 

Other Priorities    
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Resources and Documentation Section 

This section of the plan contains a variety of resources the Town can use as it 
implements this Comprehensive Plan. It includes a detailed profile and inventory 
of the Town, which documents current conditions of features, demographics, 
economics, housing, infrastructure, services, and other elements of Canaan. The 
Profile also presents the environmental sensitivity analysis and the buildout 
analysis that were conducted as part of the planning process to aid in the 
understanding of current conditions in Canaan. Other resources include a detailed 
accounting of the public survey results and a full listing of all elements identified 
in the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats analysis. Finally, a 
detailed listing of partners the Town can work with is offered for future use.  
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Resource 1: A Profile and Inventory of the Town of Canaan 

Regional Setting 

ÑőĲШÑŸƽŰШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰШŔƚШũŸĦċƣĲĬШŔŰШĲċƚƣĲƖŰШ9ŸũƨůĤŔċШ9ŸƨŰƣǃЯШ ĲƽШòŸƖťЯШċũŸŰŊШƣőĲШƚƣċƣĲќƚШĤŸƖĬĲƖШƽŔƣőШ
~ċƚƚċĦőƨƚĲƣƣƚЮШÉŔƣƨċƣĲĬШƽŔƣőŔŰШƣőĲШÑċĦŸŰŔĦШ~ŸƨŰƣċŔŰƚШċŰĬШƣőĲШŰŸƖƣőĲƖŰШ7ĲƖťƚőŔƖĲШŉŸŸƣőŔũũƚЯШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШ
landscape is defined by rolling hills, forested ridges, and scenic rural valleys. This topography, 
combined with a mix of open farmland and woodlands, gives the town a pastoral and natural character 
that reflects its agricultural roots and low-density settlement patterns. 

Canaan occupies a strategic position within the broader northeastern New York and western New 
England region. It is bisected by major transportation routes, including Interstate 90, which links Albany 
to the west and the Massachusetts Turnpike to the east. New York State Route 295 also runs through 
the town, connecting it to neighboring communities such as East Chatham and the village of Chatham 
to the west, and continuing eastward to the Massachusetts state line. This makes Canaan a gateway 
between the Capital District and the Berkshires. The town is bordered by several other rural 
communities, including New Lebanon to the north, Chatham to the west, Austerlitz to the south, and 
Hancock, Massachusetts to the east.  

Regionally, Canaan is part of the Upper Hudson Valley and lies within commuting distance of Albany 
and Pittsfield, Massachusetts, offering residents access to broader employment, educational, and 
cultural opportunities. At the same time, it is within the hĲċƖƣШŸŉШƣőĲШcƨĬƚŸŰШéċũũĲǃќƚШƚĲĦŸŰĬ-home and 
tourism economy, drawing visitors and seasonal residents who are attracted to its quiet landscapes, 
historical character, and recreational opportunities. 

History of the Town of Canaan 

The Town of Canaan has a rich and layered history that stretches back to the mid-18th century. The area 
was first settled by Europeans around 1750, when the Ford family established itself in the Red Rock 
section of what would become Canaan. The same year saw the founding of a Baptist church on 
Macedonia Road, highlighting the early religious foundation. 

In 1758, Native American land transactions significantly shaped the ƖĲŊŔŸŰќƚ development. The 
Stockbridge Indians of Connecticut conveyed a six-mile-square tract of land to settlers, led by Asa 
?ŸƨŊũċƚЮШÑőŔƚШƣƖċŰƚŉĲƖШƽċƚШŉŸƖůċũŔǍĲĬШŔŰШΝΤΡΦШƽŔƣőШ ĲƽШòŸƖťШĦŸũŸŰŔċũШċƨƣőŸƖŔƣŔĲƚЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШŰċůĲШљ ĲƽШ
9ċŰċċŰњШĤĲŊċŰШƣŸШċƓƓĲċƖШŔŰШƖĲĦŸƖĬƚЯШċШnod to Canaan, Connecticutуthe settlerќ' place of origin. 

The area grew steadily through the 1760s and 1770s with an influx of families from Connecticut and the 
establishment of key infrastructure like mills, taverns, and cemeteries. In 1772, Canaan was officially 
organized as the љKinŊќs District," a subdivision of Albany County. Revolutionary fervor was strong; on 
sƨŰĲШΞΠЯШΝΤΤΣЯШũŸĦċũШũĲċĬĲƖƚШůĲƣШċƣШìŔũũŔċůШìċƖŰĲƖќƚШőŸůĲШċŰĬШƻŸƣĲĬШƨŰċŰŔůŸƨƚũǃШƣŸШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШ
independence from Great Britain. 

After the Revolution, Canaan continued to grow. In 1786, the New York State Legislature created 
Columbia County, incorporating the KinŊќs District, and in 1788, the district was officially renamed the 
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Town of Canaan. The town quickly became the most populous in Columbia County, with the 1790 
census recording 6,692 residents. 

Throughout the 19th century, Canaan developed as a rural hub of commerce, religion, and education. 
Numerous churches were founded, including Baptist, Congregational, Methodist, Presbyterian, and 
Christian congregations. The town also took an early interest in public education, forming several 
school districts by the late 1700s. In 1838, the Hudson and Berkshire Railroad brought new economic 
opportunities and connected Canaan more directly with surrounding regions. 

9ċŰċċŰќƚШĦŸŰƣƖŔĤƨƣŔŸŰШƣŸШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШőŔƚƣŸƖǃШŔŰĦũƨĬĲƚШĦƨũƣƨƖċũШůŔũĲƚƣŸŰĲƚШċƚШƽĲũũЮШÉƨƚċŰШìċƖŰĲƖЯШċШ
Canaan resident, authored The Wide, Wide World ŔŰШΝΥΡΜЯШ ůĲƖŔĦċќƚШŉŔƖƚƣШĤĲƚƣ-selling novel, and 
Queechy in 1852, bringing about Queechy Lake as a tourist destination. She also wrote the lyrics to the 
well-ťŰŸƽŰШőǃůŰШљsĲƚƨƚШxŸƻĲƚШ~ĲЮњ 

The 20th century brought continued evolution. Canaan became a summer destination, especially 
around Queechy Lake, where hotels, pavilions, and summer cottages served vacationers during the 
1920s. Infrastructure development included the creation of the Canaan Fire Protective Association in 
1913 and the arrival of electricity in 1914. The Berkshire Spur of the New York State Thruway opened in 
1957, following traditional east-ƽĲƚƣШƣƖċƻĲũШƖŸƨƣĲƚШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƣŸƽŰШċŰĬШůċƖťŔŰŊШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШŔŰƣĲŊƖċƣŔŸŰШŔŰƣŸШ
ƣőĲШƚƣċƣĲќƚШůŸĬĲƖŰШƣƖċnsportation network. 

As the town modernized, it retained its historical legacy. The Canaan Historical Society was chartered in 
ΝΦΣΟЯШċŰĬШĲƻĲŰƣƚШũŔťĲШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШΞΡ0th Anniversary in 2009 and annual Community Days at Stoddard 
Field (beginning in 2023) continue to celebrate its heritage. 

Planning Efforts in Canaan 

2003 Strategic Plan 

A previously adopted Strategic Plan was accepted but not approved in October 2003. It included 
background information characterizing the landscape at the time, goals/objectives, plans for 
preservation of agriculture/open space, economic development, housing, and community services. The 
plan also contains documents regarding the state of Queechy Lake and its respective club management 
plan. Established goals from the 2003 plan include: 

Historic Preservation: Continue to preserve and protect historical works within the town with the 
assistance of residents. Make local history available to the public and establish historical districts 
for recognition. 

Agricultural & Open Space Preservation: Ensure support for the protection of farmers and 
encourage programs to support the expansion and preservation of agriculture. Similarly, they 
provide opportunities for landowners to preserve land and establish open areas for hunting, 
recreation, and wildlife. 

Environmental Conservation: To provide the leadership and citizens of Canaan with strategies to 
ƓƖŸƣĲĦƣШċŰĬШƓƖŸůŸƣĲШŰċƣƨƖċũШƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚШƣőċƣШĬĲŉŔŰĲШƣőĲШљƖƨƖċũШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖњШŸŉШŸƨƖШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШċŰĬШ
enhance our quality of life. 
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Economic Development: Revitalize organic and niche farming in Canaan while developing around 
exit B-3 without intrusion on the rural character of Canaan. Develop a designated Canaan Town 
Center and promote tourism-related businesses. 

Housing: Examine the potential for affordable housing in Canaan but altogether control housing 
development through mechanisms to preserve the rural character of Canaan, 

Community Services/Outreach: Enhance outreach to residents and improve relationships with 
the town. Overall, enhance community services from both the Town and other organizations and 
focus on creating a sense of community. 

Canaan Climate Smart Task Force  

In April 2023, the Town of Canaan, NY, achieved Bronze certification through New York State's Climate 
Smart Communities (CSC) ƓƖŸŊƖċůЯШċШƚŔŊŰŔŉŔĦċŰƣШůŔũĲƚƣŸŰĲШƣőċƣШƖĲŉũĲĦƣƚШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШĦŸůůŔƣůĲŰƣШƣŸШ
environmental responsibility and resilience. This designation is more than a symbolic gesture; it 
ƓŸƚŔƣŔŸŰƚШĦũŔůċƣĲШċĦƣŔŸŰШċƚШċШĦŸƖĲШƓƖŔŰĦŔƓũĲШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШůƨŰŔĦŔƓċũШƓũċŰŰŔŰŊШċŰĬШŊŸƻĲƖnance, directly 
influencing land use, infrastructure, and community development decisions. 

The Climate Smart Communities program, administered by the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, supports local governments in their efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 
ĲůŔƚƚŔŸŰƚЯШċĬċƓƣШƣŸШċШĦőċŰŊŔŰŊШĦũŔůċƣĲЯШċŰĬШĤƨŔũĬШůŸƖĲШƚƨƚƣċŔŰċĤũĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚЮШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШ
certificati on recognizes its systematic, measurable steps in areas such as: 

Ӭ Energy audits and lighting upgrades for public buildings 
Ӭ Greenhouse gas inventories for municipal operations and the broader community 
Ӭ Installation of EV charging stations 
Ӭ Promotion of residential composting and solar adoption 
Ӭ Public engagement through events and social media 
Ӭ Natural Resource Inventory (NRI) for informed land use planning 

Demographics 

Demographic and socioeconomic data are critical to a comprehensive plan. Demographics provide 
information about the people who live in the community and help to identify needs that can be 
addressed in the plan.  

Population 

As of 2024, an estimated 1,553 residents lived in the Town of 
Canaan (Table 1). With peak growth occurring in the 1960s and 
ћΤΜƚЯШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШőċƚШŉŸũũŸƽĲĬШċШĬŸƽŰƽċƖĬШƣƖĲŰĬШŸƻĲƖШ
ƣőĲШũċƚƣШΞΡШǃĲċƖƚЮШfŰШΝΥΣΜЯШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШƽċƚШΞЯΝΦΤ, and 
9ŸũƨůĤŔċШ9ŸƨŰƣǃќƚШƽċƚШΠΤЯΝΤΞЮШ ĦĦŸƖĬŔŰŊШƣŸШƣőĲШĬĲĦĲŰŰŔċũШ
Census, the number of residents in Canaan declined 13.7% 
between 2000 and 2020. Columbia County also lost population, but at a much lower rate (2.4%). Of 

9ċŰċċŰќƚШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШőċƚШ
declined 15% over the last 

25 years  
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neighboring townships, Austerlitz and New Lebanon experienced increases of 11.8% and 2.4%, 
ƖĲƚƓĲĦƣŔƻĲũǃЯШƽőŔũĲШ9őċƣőċůќƚШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШĬĲĦũŔŰĲĬШΞЮΠӖШŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШΞΜ-year period.  

Table 1. Historical Population Trends  

 Town of Canaan Columbia County 
 Count % Change Count % Change 
1960  1,272  -  47,322   
1970  1,472  15.7%  51,519  8.9% 
1980  1,654  12.4%  59,487  15.5% 
1990  1,773  7.2%  62,982  5.9% 
2000  1,820  2.7%  63,094  0.2% 
2010  1,710  -6.0%  63,096  0.0% 
2020  1,570  -8.2%  61,570  -2.4% 
Net Change, 2000-20 250 -13.7% -1,524 -2.4% 
2024 (estimate) 1,553  61,209  
2029 (projection) 1,539 -0.9% 60,660 -0.9% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau and ESRI Business Analyst (estimates and projections) 

Race/Ethnicity 

Canaan has a high level of homogeneity; 89.9% of residents are white. 
Other races are much less common, with individuals of two or more races 
comprising 5.9% of the population, Asian/Pacific Islander residents 
comprising 1.2%, and Black/African American making up 1.0%. About 4% 
of people in Canaan and 6% of those in Columbia County are of Hispanic 
origin, who may be of any race.  

 

Household Size 

Despite the loss of population, the 
number of households in the Town of 
Canaan has increased somewhat 
due to a reduction in the size of 
households. Household sizes have 
been shrinking for decades, a 
consequence of growth in single-
parent households and people living 
alone. As Table 2 shows, the average 
household in Canaan in 2024 was 
2.08 persons, lower than the 
averages in Columbia County (2.21) 
and New York State (2.51). Smaller household sizes could translate into greater demand for smaller 
homes and the need for rental housing suitable for older residents who no longer want or need a large 
family home.  

Table 2. Average Household Size 

 
Town of 
Canaan 

Columbia 
County 

New York 
State 

2010 2.35 2.35 2.57 
2020 2.15 2.25 2.54 
2024 (est) 2.08 2.21 2.51 
2029 (proj.) 2.01 2.15 2.47 
Change, 2010-20 -8.5% -4.3% -1.2% 
Change, 2024-29 -3.4% -1.7% -1.6% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau and ESRI Business Analyst 
(estimates and projections) 

Canaan residents 
are predominantly 

white and non -
Hispanic  
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Age Distribution 

ìŔƣőШċШůĲĬŔċŰШċŊĲШŸŉШΡΠЮΜЯШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰШŔƚШƚƨĤƚƣċŰƣŔċũũǃШŸũĬĲƖШƣőċŰШƣőċƣШŸŉШ9ŸũƨůĤŔċШ9ŸƨŰƣǃШ
(49.0) and New York State (39.6). The difference is driven by the relatively small proportion (13.9%) of 
children under age 18, combined with a comparatively large share of residents (30.7%) in the 65-and-
older age cohort in the Town (Figure 1). Implications could include lower school enrollments and 
increasing demand for senior housing, assisted living, home health care, and medical care.  

 

Figure 2. Population by Age Cohort, 2024 Estimates  

Source: ESRI Business Analyst 

Another issue:  Canaan has very small share (and number) of residents in the 25-34 and 35-44 age 
cohorts, possibly due to the lack of affordable housing options. This could lead to a long-term decline in 
population unless the Town is able to attract new residents from the younger generations (e.g., 
Millennials, born 1981 to 1998).  

Income 

The median household income in Canaan is estimated at $111,786, compared to $88,335 in Columbia 
County. Approximately 54% of households in the Town have incomes of $100,000 or more (Figure 2), a 
much larger proportion than in the County (44.9%) or state (42.9%). Nevertheless, one in five 
households in Canaan earns less than $50,000 annually, and they may have difficulty with the cost of 
housing in the Town (see Housing chapter).  
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Educational Attainment 

Canaan residents overall are much more educated than those in 
Columbia County and New York State. Approximately 96% of 
individuals aged 25 and older have graduated from school or 
ĲċƖŰĲĬШċШ]E?ЯШƽőŔũĲШΡΜЮΠӖШőċƻĲШĲċƖŰĲĬШċШĤċĦőĲũŸƖќƚШĬĲŊƖĲĲШŸƖШ
higher; nearly 30% have a graduate or professional degree.  

Housing 

A diverse, high-quality housing stock is necessary to meet the needs of existing and new residents and 
employees in a community. Diversity can be viewed in terms of building type, cost, and tenure 
(ownership and rental), among other characteristics. Housing should be available for people of all 
income ranges and in all stages of life.  

Table 3 below shows the total number of housing units in the 
Town of Canaan over a 20-year period. Between 2000 and 2020, 
the overall supply of housing in the town increased by 12%, with a 
net gain of 116 units. Most of these additional units were owner-
occupied; in fact, the number of rental units in Canaan hardly 
changed at all.  

The number of vacant housing units reported in the decennial census increased sharply from 2000 to 
2010 but receded during the subsequent decade. In 2020, the Census Bureau classified more than 
three-quarters of the vacant units in Canaan as seasonal. 

The rental housing supply 
in Canaan has not grown in 

recent years  

Figure 2.  Households by Income, 2024 Estimates  

Source: ESRI Business Analyst 

50% of Canaan residents 
aged 25 and over have a 
ĤċĦőĲũŸƖќƚШĬĲŊƖĲĲШŸƖШ

higher  
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Table 3. Total Housing Units, Town of Canaan 

 
2000 2010 2020 

Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent  
Total Housing 
Units                    970             1,120              1,086   
Occupied Units                  643  66.3%              673  60.1%                 730  67.2% 
  Owner-Occupied                  534  83.0%                 570  84.7%                624  85.5% 
  Renter-Occupied                 109  17.0%                103  15.3%                106  14.5% 
Vacant Units                   327  33.7%                447  39.9%                 356  32.8% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census. 

   

Housing Characteristics 

Detailed data on housing in the Town of Canaan is ċƻċŔũċĤũĲШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШ9ĲŰƚƨƚШ7ƨƖĲċƨќƚШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШ
Community Survey (ACS). According to the latest five-year estimates (2019-23) from the ACS, 84% of 
households in Canaan own their homes, while 16% are renters.  

Housing options in Canaan are relatively limited. Most of the housing 
supply is comprised of single-family dwellings, which account for 
93% of all units in the Town (Figure 3). Multifamily structures account 
for about 5%, while mobile homes make up less than 2% of the units. 
Compared to Canaan, Columbia County has a much larger proportion 
of multifamily housing (16.5%), with most of these units in smaller, 

two- to four-family residences. Multifamily housing tends to be more affordable to recent entrants to the 
labor force and young families. It is also a good alternative for seniors looking to downsize.  

About 72% of the housing stock in Canaan was built before 1980. The median year of construction for 
housing is 1951 in the Town and 1965 in the County. Over 46% of housing units in Canaan are in 
buildings constructed before 1940. Because older homes are generally more costly to maintain and 
require significant capital investments to update, they do not appeal to all buyers.  

93% of all housing units 
in the Town are single -

family homes  
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Figure 3. Housing Units by Type 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2019-23 Five-Year Estimates 

 

Figure 4. Housing Units by Year Structure Built  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2019-23 Five-Year Estimates 

Housing Values 

Housing values generally reflect both the age and condition of housing. The ACS estimated median 
value of owner-occupied housing in the Town of Canaan is $309,800, well below the County median of 
$362,400. About 17% of the homes in Canaan, compared to 25% of homes in the County, are valued at 
less than $200,000 (Figure 5). 
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Figure 5. Owner-Occupied Housing Units by Estimated Value  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2019-23 Five-Year Estimates 

It is important to note that the ACS housing value is an estimate of what the home would sell for if it 
were for sale. Residential sale prices are a more accurate measure of market values. Data on the 
ůĲĬŔċŰШƓƖŔĦĲƚШċƚƚŸĦŔċƣĲĬШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШċƖůќƚШũĲŰŊƣőШőŸůĲШƚċũĲƚШŉƖŸůШΞΜΝΦШƣőƖŸƨŊőШΞΜΞΠШŔƚШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣĲĬШŔŰШ
Figure 6. ыљ ƖůќƚШũĲŰŊƣőњШƖĲŉĲƖƚШƣŸШƖĲċũШĲƚƣċƣĲШƣƖċŰƚċĦƣŔŸŰƚШŔŰШƽőŔĦőШĤƨǃĲƖƚШċŰĬШƚĲũũĲƖƚШċĦƣШ
independently and in their own interest, without undue pressure on either party.) 

According to the data, 203 homes in Canaan changed hands over the period, with a total sales volume 
of $115.6 million. Sales transactions peaked in 2020, as the COVID-19 pandemic caused people to flee 
densely populated urban locations. This resulted in upward pressure on the cost of housing. The 
median selling price of a home in Canaan over the five-year period was $405,000, but on an annual 
basis, the median rose from $247,900 in 2019 to $605,000 in 2023, declining slightly to $590,000 the 
following year. The median price was higher in the Town than countywide in each of the years except 
2019.  

More than half of the homebuyers listed addresses in Canaan, East 
Chatham, and other locations within Columbia County. Notably, 
18.2% of the buyers were from New York City, while 16.3% had out-
of-state addresses, suggesting that the Town of Canaan is a popular 
second home location (although some of these buyers may have 
purchased a home in Canaan as a primary residence). The 
remaining buyers listed addresses in other communities in New 
York State. 

Nearly 35% of Canaan 
homebuyers between 

2019 and 2024 were from 
New York City or out of 

state  
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Figure 6. Median Home Sales Prices, 2019-24, Source:  NYS Office of Real Property Tax Services, 
Salesweb 

Housing Affordability 

A standard measure of affordability looks at how much households spend on housing relative to their 
income. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) defines a household that 
spends more than 30% of its gross income on monthly housing expenses as cost-burdened. The greater 
the proportion of income spent on housing costs, the less households have available for other 
necessities like food, childcare, and transportation. 

The Census Bureau defines gross rent as the contract rent for the 
unit plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities (electricity, 
natural gas, water, sewer) and fuel if the renter pays these. 
According to the ACS, the median gross rent in Canaan is $1,438, 
well above the Columbia County median of $1,199. This could be 
attributed to the limited number of rental units in the Town; rent 
levels in the County may be more competitive because it has a 
much larger supply of apartments. About a third of all renter 

households in the Town of Canaan are characterized as cost-burdened. 

Homeowners tend to experience affordability challenges less than renters; this is because most lenders 
ƽŔũũШŰŸƣШŔƚƚƨĲШċШůŸƖƣŊċŊĲШƣőċƣШĦŸŰƚƨůĲƚШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШΟΜӖШŸŉШƣőĲШĤŸƖƖŸƽĲƖќƚШŔŰĦŸůĲЮШ ĲƻĲƖƣőĲũĲƚƚЯШthe 
ACS data show that about a quarter of Canaan homeowners are cost-burdened. 

 

33% of renter households 
in Canaan spend more 

than 30% of their income 
on monthly housing 

expenses  
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Residential Building Permits 

Data from tőĲШÖЮÉЮШ9ĲŰƚƨƚШ7ƨƖĲċƨќƚШ7ƨŔũĬŔŰŊШÂĲƖůŔƣƚШÉƨƖƻĲǃ indicates that there has not been much 
housing construction in the Town of Canaan in recent years (Figure 7). Between 2013 and 2023, the 
Town issued residential permits for the construction of 24 housing units, all of which were single-family 
structures. No new multifamily housing has been built in Canaan since 2009. It is important to note that 
while the number of approved building permits is an indicator of future construction, not all permits 
result in new development. 

   

Economic Characteristics 

The Town of Canaan is in the northeastern part of Columbia 
County, adjacent to the Massachusetts state line. It is 
predominantly a residential community, with some commercial 
establishments (e.g., restaurants, gas stations, a bed-and-
breakfast, small retail and service businesses). From an economic 
standpoint, one of CanċċŰќƚШťĲǃШċƚƚĲƣƚШŔƚШŔƣƚШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰШċũŸŰŊШthe I-90 
corridor, which provides easy access to and from the Capital Region and western Massachusetts via the 
NYS Thruway and Massachusetts Turnpike. In addition, the Taconic State Parkway, whose northern 
terminus is in the neighboring Town of Chatham, connects residents, workers, and visitors with the 
Hudson Valley to the south.  

 

9ċŰċċŰќƚШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰШċũŸŰŊШ
I-90 is an economic asset  

Figure 7.  Residential Building Permits Issued, 2013 -23 

Source:  HUD User SOCDS Building Permits Database 
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Resident Workforce 

ÑőĲШ9ĲŰƚƨƚШ7ƨƖĲċƨќƚШxŸŰŊŔƣƨĬŔŰċũШEůƓũŸǃĲƖ-Household Dynamics 
(LEHD) Program documented a total of 685 Town of Canaan residents 
who held jobs as of 2022, the most recent year for which data are 
available. Of these residents, 10.2% also worked in Canaan, while 
20.3% worked elsewhere in Columbia County. Nearly 25% were 
employed in the Albany-Schenectady-Troy Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(MSA), especially in Albany County, where many state offices are 

located; government, in fact, employed almost 20% of Canaan residents participating in the workforce. 
Approximately 14.5% of Canaan residents crossed the Massachusetts state line to reach jobs in 
Berkshire County.  

According to the 2019-23 ACS, about 64% of employed workers who live in Canaan drive to work. Nearly 
30% work from home, a trend that has grown substantially since the pandemic. The ACS does not 
differentiate between people who work from home full-time and those who go to their workplaces a few 
days a week.  

Some individuals who work from home are self-employed. 
Approximately 17% of all households in Canaan reportedly had 
income from self-employment in the last 12 months, earning an 
average of $35,370. 

Employment 

The LEHD program reported 362 jobs 
located in the Town of Canaan in 2022. 
As shown in Table 4, the industries with 
the highest levels of employment were 
health care and social assistance 
(36.5%), construction (24.6%), and 
retail trade (14.9%). Employment in 
Canaan is concentrated in the eastern 
half of the Town along Route 22 and I-
90, particularly at the B-3 interchange, 
as reflected in the map below (Figure 
8).  

Table 4. Employment by Industry in the Town of Canaan  

 Share 
Health Care and Social Assistance 36.5% 
Construction 24.6% 
Retail Trade 14.9% 
Manufacturing 6.9% 
Government 4.1% 
Administration & Support, Waste Management 
and Remediation 

3.9% 

Personal and Repair Services 2.8% 
All Other Industries  6.4% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, OnTheMap Application and 
LEHD OriginȤDestination Employment Statistics 

25% of residents are 
employed in the 

Albany MSA, many in 
state government  

17% of households in 
Canaan earn income from 

self -employment  
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Of individuals employed in Canaan, 19.3% also lived in the Town. About 22% of the workers commuted 
from the counties that comprise the Albany MSA, led by Rensselaer County (10.2%); 20.2% commuted 
from locations in Columbia County outside of Canaan, and 9.7% from Berkshire County in 
Massachusetts. The remaining workers came from other counties, which each made up less than 2% or 
less of commuters. 

Table 5. Worker Flows In, Out, and Within the  Town of 
Canaan 

 Count Share 
Employed in Canaan 362 100.0% 
Employed in Canaan, but living outside it 292 80.7% 
Employed and living in Canaan 70 19.3% 
Living in Canaan 685 100.0% 
Living in Canaan, but employed outside it 615 89.8% 
Living and employed in Canaan 70 10.2% 
NET OUTFLOW OF LABOR -323 

Figure  8.  Private Sector Jobs in the Town of Canaan 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, OnTheMap Application and LEHD OriginȤ
Destination Employment Statistics  
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As a largely residential community, the Town of Canaan experiences a considerable net outflow of 
workers every day (Table 5). Almost 90% of employed residents either commute to workplaces т or work 
remotely for employers т located outside Canaan. The number of workers that do commute to jobs in 
the Town (292) is less than half the number that leave (615).  

These dynamics suggest a mismatch between the types of 
jobs that are available locally and the skills and qualifications 
of residents. Indeed, Census data indicate high levels of 
educational attainment among the population aged 25 and 
over in Canaan, with ΡΜЮΠӖШőċƻŔŰŊШċШĤċĦőĲũŸƖќƚШĬĲŊƖĲĲШŸƖШ
higher and 29.7% having a graduate or professional degree. 
(In Columbia County, those figures are 38.0% and 18.0%, 
ƖĲƚƓĲĦƣŔƻĲũǃЯШƚŔůŔũċƖШƣŸШƣőĲШƚƣċƣĲƽŔĬĲШƓƖŸƓŸƖƣŔŸŰƚЮьШШEŉŉŸƖƣƚШƣŸШĬŔƻĲƖƚŔŉǃШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШĲůƓũŸǃůĲŰƣШĤċƚĲШĤǃ 
creating more professional, higher-wage jobs might help the Town of Canaan retain more workers, 
reduce the impacts of commuter traffic on area roads, and grow its tax base.  

Environmental Resources and Conditions  

Bedrock Geology 

9ċŰċċŰќƚШĤĲĬƖŸĦťШŊĲŸũŸŊǃШƣĲũũƚШċШƚƣŸƖǃШĬċƣŔŰŊШĤċĦťШőƨŰĬƖĲĬƚШŸŉШůŔũũŔŸŰƚШŸŉШǃĲċƖƚЮШÑőƖĲĲШƓƖŔůċƖǃШĤĲĬƖŸĦťШ
ƣǃƓĲƚШĬŸůŔŰċƣĲШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШƚƨĤƚƨƖŉċĦĲШƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲаШƚũċƣĲЯШƓőǃũũŔƣĲЯШċŰĬШůċƖĤũĲЮШÑőĲƚĲШƖŸĦťƚШŉŸƖůĲĬШ
through intense geological processes, including sedimentation, burial, and metamorphism. 

ÑőĲШůŸƚƣШċĤƨŰĬċŰƣШŸŉШƣőĲƚĲЯШĦŸůƓƖŔƚŔŰŊШċĤŸƨƣШΠΟӖШŸŉШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШĤĲĬƖŸĦťЯШŔƚШċШŉŔŰĲ-grained 
metamorphic rock known as Owl Slate. This rock underlies much of western Canaan, including Bristol 
Hill and The Knobit. Due to its ability to split into thin slabs, slate has historically been valued for roofing 
and paving materials. 

ÑőĲШƚĲĦŸŰĬШůŸƚƣШƓƖĲƻċũĲŰƣШƖŸĦťШƣǃƓĲЯШ ƨƚƣĲƖũŔƣǍШÂőǃũũŔƣĲЯШċĦĦŸƨŰƣƚШŉŸƖШƖŸƨŊőũǃШΟΟӖШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШ
bedrock. This fine-grained, metamorphic rock forms from the transformation of shale and is 
intermediate in hardness and density between slate and schist. Both slate and phyllite are relatively 
acidic in chemistry, influencing the types of vegetation that can grow in areas underlain by them. 

fŰШĦŸŰƣƖċƚƣЯШƣőĲШÉƣŸĦťĤƖŔĬŊĲШ~ċƖĤũĲЯШƽőŔĦőШůċťĲƚШƨƓШċĤŸƨƣШΞΜӖШŸŉШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШĤĲĬƖŸĦťЯШŔƚШƖŔĦőШŔŰШ
calcium carbonate and originates from ancient sea beds composed of the remains of marine 
organisms. This marble weathers into nutrient-rich soils with neutral pH, creating ideal conditions for 
ƖċƖĲШċŰĬШĲĦŸũŸŊŔĦċũũǃШƚŔŊŰŔŉŔĦċŰƣШƓũċŰƣШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚЮШÑőĲШљÖњ-shaped distribution of Stockbridge Marble 
in Canaan coincides with the presence of maple-basswood mesic forests and plants like Walking Fern 
and American Basswood. These communities are generally absent in areas with more acidic bedrock. 

Table 5. Worker Flows In, Out, and Within the  Town of 
Canaan 

 Count Share 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, OnTheMap Application and LEHD 
OriginȤDestination Employment Statistics 

There is a mismatch between 
the types of jobs available 
locally and the skills and 

qualifications of residents   
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Stockbridge Marble also supports the formation of karst landscapes, including caves. These caves 
provide essential hibernation habitat for bat species of conservation concern and shelter for other 
wildlife such as porcupines. However, karst aquifers formed in this type of bedrock are vulnerable to 
contamination, presenting challenges for water quality management. 

The Canaan Source Water Protection Plan also includes information on bedrock characteristics in 
Town.  
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Surficial Geology 

The materials that lie above the bedrockуknown as surficial geologyуhave been largely shaped by 
glacial activity. Around 17,000т18,000 years ago, the Laurentide Ice Sheet retreated from the region, 
depositing an unsorted mixture of rocks, gravel, and sediments called glacial till, which now dominates 
much of the town. 

Other glacial features include kame deposits, which formed from meltwater streams within the ice 
sheet, and glacial outwash, found in valleys such as those surrounding Queechy Lake and Beebe Pond. 
Outwash consists of well-sorted sands and gravel deposited by glacial meltwater streams. These 
outwash plains contrast with alluvial depositsуsorted silts, sands, and gravels deposited by post-
glacial streamsуfound in low-lying areas, particularly along I-90 and Route 295. These deposits 
contribute to the town's 
most fertile agricultural 
soils. The Canaan 
Source Water Protection 
Plan also includes 
information on surficial 
geology characteristics 
in Town.  

Topography 

Canaan lies within the 
Taconic Mountains and 
their associated Slate 
Hillsуan extension of 
the greater Appalachian 
Range that runs north-
south through eastern 
 ĲƽШòŸƖťЮШÑőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШ
eastern boundary is 
crowned by a high ridge 
that includes the 
shoulder of Perry Peak, 
which rises to 1,970 
feet, making it one of the 
highest elevations in 
Columbia County. Other 
named hillsуMercer 
~ŸƨŰƣċŔŰШыΝЯΥΝΝќьЯШÑőĲШ
uŰŸĤШыΝЯΣΝΝќьЯШ
Rattlesnake Den 
ыΝЯΠΤΜќьЯШċŰĬШ7ƖŔƚƣŸũШcŔũũШ
ыΝЯΟΜΦќьуare scattered 
ċĦƖŸƚƚШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШ
southern and western 
portions, beautifying the 



DRAFT March 2026 

81 

 

landscape with rises and offering expansive views of the surrounding countryside. These elevation 
ĦőċŰŊĲƚШƚőċƓĲШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШƻŔƚƣċƚШċŰĬШƖƨƖċũШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖЯШƽőĲƖĲШŉŸƖĲƚƣĲĬШőŔŊőũċŰĬƚШŉċũũШċƽċǃШŔŰƣŸШƖŸũũŔŰŊШ
ƻċũũĲǃƚШċŰĬШƽĲƣũċŰĬƚЮШÑőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШƣŸƓŸŊƖċƓőǃШŔƚŰќƣШŢƨƚƣШƚĦĲŰŔĦЯШŔƣШőċƚШŉƨŰĦƣŔŸŰċũШċŰĬШĲĦŸũŸŊŔĦċũШ
consequences, influencing water flow, soil stability, biodiversity, and development patterns. 



DRAFT March 2026 

82 

 

 

 



DRAFT March 2026 

83 

 

Historical Land Use 

In the 19th century, when Canaan was at its agricultural peak, the topography played a major role in 
determining how the land was used. The steep, rocky hillsides were often unsuitable for crops but ideal 
for sheep grazing, which supported the booming wool industry of the time. As a result, stone wallsуstill 
ƻŔƚŔĤũĲШŔŰШƣŸĬċǃќƚШŉŸƖĲƚƣƚуcrisscross the hillsides, remnants of pastures and field divisions long 
reclaimed by forest. 

Lowlands and valleys, with gentler slopes and deeper soils, were used for hayfields, cropland, and 
homesteads. Many of these areas remain open or are still farmed today, reflecting how topography 
continues to guide land-use decisions. 

Elevation and Ecology 

Topography directly influences the distribution of natural communities and sensitive habitats in 
9ċŰċċŰЮШ[ŸƖШĲǂċůƓũĲЯШŸŰĲШŸŉШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШƖŔĬŊĲũŔŰĲƚШŔƚШőŸůĲШƣŸШċШĤĲĲĦő-maple mesic forest, a forest type 
typically found in cooler, northern climates. Its presence in Canaan is unusual and ecologically 
significant, made possible by the high elevation, north-facing slopes, and specific climatic conditions 
found on The Knob and its surrounding ridge. 

Steep slopesуdefined as having a gradient of 15% or moreуare another critical topographic feature. 
These slopes affect where roads, buildings, and infrastructure can be safely developed. Improper 
disturbance of steep slopes can lead to soil erosion, stream sedimentation, and instability, with lasting 
impacts on both ecosystems and neighboring properties. Additionally, the disruption of these slopes 
can degrade scenic views and rural character, which are key qualities of life in Canaan. 
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Soils 

Drainage and Land Suitability 

Soil drainage is one of the most 
important characteristics for both 
ecological health and land-use 
planning. In Canaan, drainage 
varies widely depending on slope, 
parent material, and elevation. On 
steep ridges and upper slopes, 
soils tend to be well-drained, thin, 
and prone to erosion if disturbed. 
These areas support northern 
hardwood forests and are 
generally unsuitable for intensive 
agriculture or development 
without significant modification.  

In valleys and lowlands, soils are 
often poorly or very poorly 
drained, particularly near 
wetlands, streams, and 
floodplains. These soils retain 
water for longer periods, making 
them ecologically rich but 
challenging for construction or 
conventional farming. Such areas 
are important for wetland 
habitats, groundwater recharge, 
and flood mitigationуfunctions 
that make them valuable not only 
ecologically but also for climate 
resilience. 

Map 6 (below) of the Canaan Natural Resource Inventory illustrates the drainage classifications across 
town, ranging from excessively drained to very poorly drained soils. This mapping is essential for guiding 
development decisions and protecting sensitive ecosystems. 

Despite its hilly terrain, Canaan has pockets of prime agricultural soil, particularly where glacial 
outwash and alluvial deposits are found. These areas are located in the western and central valleys, 
including parts of East Chatham and the corridor along Route 295 have deeper, fertile soils ideal for 
ŊƖŸƽŔŰŊШĦƖŸƓƚШċŰĬШőċǃШŸƖШŉŸƖШŊƖċǍŔŰŊШũŔƻĲƚƣŸĦťЮШcŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũũǃЯШƣőĲƚĲШƽĲƖĲШƣőĲШőĲċƖƣШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШŉċƖůŔŰŊШ
community, and they continue to be important for local agriculture today. 

ÑőĲШxċŰĬШEƻċũƨċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШÉŔƣĲШ ƚƚĲƚƚůĲŰƣШыxEÉ ьШƓƖŸĦĲƚƚЯШƨƚĲĬШĤǃШ9ŸũƨůĤŔċШ9ŸƨŰƣǃќƚШ ŊƖŔĦƨũƣƨƖċũШċŰĬШ
[ċƖůũċŰĬШÂƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŸŰШÂũċŰЯШőċƚШŔĬĲŰƣŔŉŔĲĬШƚĲƻĲƖċũШƓċƖĦĲũƚШŔŰШ9ċŰċċŰШċƚШљƓƖŔŸƖŔƣǃШŉċƖůũċŰĬњШĤċƚĲĬШŸŰШƚŸŔũШ
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quality, water access, and historical significance. Protecting these soils from development is critical for 
ůċŔŰƣċŔŰŔŰŊШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШċŊƖŔĦƨũƣƨƖċũШőĲƖŔƣċŊĲШċŰĬШŉŸŸĬШƚĲĦƨƖŔƣǃЮ 

ÖŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШƚŸŔũШƣǃƓĲƚШŔƚШĦƖŔƣŔĦċũШŉŸƖШƚƨƚƣċŔŰċĤũĲШĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣЯШƚĲƓƣŔĦШƚǃƚƣĲůШƚŔƣŔŰŊЯШ
stormwater management, and forest management. Poorly drained soils, for instance, are more prone to 
flooding and may be unsuitable for septic systems or building foundations. Shallow soils on slopes are 
vulnerable to erosion if cleared or developed. Planning tools that incorporate soil data help prevent 
costly mistakes and environmental degradation. 

Moreover, soil health is an indicator of broader ecological well-being. Healthy soils store carbon, filter 
pollutants, and support plant and animal life. In this way, they are essential allies in the face of climate 
change, especially as the region experiences more intense rainfall and unpredictable weather patterns. 

Water Resources 

Watersheds 

Canaan sits at the divide between two major regional watersheds: the Hudson River Watershed, which 
drains the majority of the town, and the Housatonic River Watershed, which captures runoff from the 
southeastern corner. Beebe Pond feeds the Housatonic River. These drainage systems shape the 
ƣŸƽŰќƚШőǃĬƖŸũŸŊǃЯШĬĲƣĲƖůŔŰŔŰŊШőŸƽШƽċƣĲƖШůŸƻĲƚШċĦƖŸƚƚШƣőĲШũċŰĬƚĦċƓĲЯШƽőĲƖĲШŔƣШĦŸũũĲĦƣƚЯШċŰĬШőŸƽШŔƣШ
ultimately enters larger river systems that connect Canaan to broader regional ecosystems. 

Within these major watersheds, Canaan is further divided into subwatersheds that define more 
localized hydrological zones: 

Ӭ Stony Kill Subwatershed: The largest in Canaan, encompassing much of the central and 
northwestern parts of the town. It includes Queechy Lake and its outlet stream. Queechy Lake 
is included in a sub-watershed (See Figure 16 of the Canaan Source Water Protection Plan. 

Ӭ Kline Kill and Wyomanock Creek Subwatersheds: Located in the western part of town, these 
also drain into the Hudson River. 

Ӭ Williams River Subwatershed: The second-largest in Canaan and part of the Housatonic 
Watershed. 

Green River Subwatershed: A smaller subwatershed near the border with Austerlitz, also draining 
eastward into the Housatonic system. 

These subwatersheds help determine flood zones, stream health, and water quality dynamics across 
the town. 
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Lakes and Streams 

ůŸŰŊШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШůŸƚƣШƽĲũũ-known water bodies is Queechy Lake, a 140-acre lake located near the 
hamlet of Queechy. The lake is accessible via a New York State DEC cartop boat launch and is bordered 
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by seasonal and year-round residences. Queechy Lake supports both warm and cold-water fisheries, 
including annually stocked non-native trout species such as Brown and Rainbow Trout. Historical 
records suggest the lake once supported native Lake Trout (Salvelinus namaycush), but these no longer 
occur naturally. According to 2018 data from the Citizens Statewide Lake Assessment Program 
ы9Éx ÂьЯШÄƨĲĲĦőǃШxċťĲќƚШƽċƣĲƖШƕƨċũŔƣǃШŔƚШĦŸŰƚŔĬĲƖĲĬШƖĲũċƣŔƻĲũǃШŊŸŸĬШĦŸůƓċƖĲĬШƣŸШŸƣőĲƖШċƖĲċШũċťĲƚЮ 

The Canaan Source Water Protection Plan also identifies well yields (Figure 4), location of public water 
systems (Figure 8), unconsolidated aquifers (Figure 10), potential sources of water contamination 
(Figure 11), and high hydrogeologic sensitive areas in Town (Figure 16). See full maps in Resource 6, 

 In addition to Queechy Lake, Canaan is home to several important cold-water streams that flow down 
from higher elevations. Notable examples include: 

Ӭ Stony Kill 
Ӭ Frisbee Creek 
Ӭ Indian Creek 
Ӭ Flat Brook 
Ӭ South Branch of Wyomanock Creek 

These streams support sensitive aquatic species, including Brook Trout (Salvelinus fontinalis) and the 
Southern Pygmy Clubtail dragonfly (Lanthus vernalis)уa critically imperiled species in New York. Many 
ŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШƚƣƖĲċůƚШċƖĲШƖĲĦŸŊŰŔǍĲĬШĤǃШƣőĲШ ĲƽШòŸƖťШ ċƣƨƖċũШcĲƖŔƣċŊĲШÂƖŸŊƖċůШы ò cÂьШċƚШљfůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШ
Areas т 9ŸũĬШìċƣĲƖШÉƣƖĲċůШcċĤŔƣċƣЯњШĦċƓċĤũĲШŸŉШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣŔŰŊШŰċƣƨƖċũũǃШƖĲƓƖŸĬƨĦŔŰŊШƣƖŸƨƣШƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰƚШ
without the need for stocking. 

Forested stream buffers play a crucial ecological role. Trees and other riparian vegetation shade 
streams, regulate water temperatures, and filter runoff before it enters aquatic systems. These buffers 
are essential for maintaining the cold-water conditions required by certain fish and invertebrates and 
should be protected from development to preserve water quality and biodiversity. 

Wetlands 

9ċŰċċŰќƚШƽĲƣũċŰĬƚШċƖĲШƽŔĬĲƚƓƖĲċĬШċŰĬШĲƚƓĲĦŔċũũǃШƓƖŸůŔŰĲŰƣШŔŰШƣőĲШƻċũũĲǃƚШċŰĬШũŸƽ-lying areas of the 
town. Some of the largest wetland systems are associated with: 

¶ Stony Kill (along Route 295) 
¶ Frisbee Creek (adjacent to I-90) 
¶ Flat Brook (following Route 22 and Tunnel Hill Road) 

Wetlands in Canaan support an abundance of wildlife, including rare plant species and migratory birds. 
ÑőĲШÖЮÉЮШEŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣċũШÂƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŸŰШ ŊĲŰĦǃШĬĲƚĦƖŔĤĲƚШƽĲƣũċŰĬƚШċƚШљĤŔŸũŸŊŔĦċũШƚƨƓĲƖůċƖťĲƣƚњШĬƨĲШƣŸШƣőĲŔƖШ
high productivity and ecological importance. Many contain native shrubs like dogwoods (Cornus spp.) 
and viburnums (Viburnum spp.), which are crucial food sources for birds and mammals. In addition to 
their ecological significance, wetlands provide important climate resilience functions. They absorb 
stormwater during heavy rainfall events and gradually release it over time, reducing the severity of 
ŉũŸŸĬƚШċŰĬШƓƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŰŊШĬŸƽŰƚƣƖĲċůШƓƖŸƓĲƖƣŔĲƚШŉƖŸůШĲƖŸƚŔŸŰШċŰĬШĬċůċŊĲЮШÉĲƻĲƖċũШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШƽĲƣũċŰĬƚШ
őċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШŔĬĲŰƣŔŉŔĲĬШĤǃШ ò cÂШċƚШљÉŔŊŰŔŉŔĦċŰƣШ ƖĲċƚњШĬƨĲШƣŸШƣőĲШpresence of rare or threatened species. 
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Land Coverage 
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As of the most recent inventory, Canaan is predominantly forested, with forests covering approximately 
ΤΞӖШŸŉШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШΟΣЮΡШƚƕƨċƖĲШůŔũĲƚЮШÑőŔƚШĲǂƣĲŰƚŔƻĲШƣƖĲĲШĦŸƻĲƖШŔƚШŸŰĲШŸŉШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШůŸƚƣШĬĲŉŔŰŔŰŊШ
environmental and visual features, offering habitat for wildlife, storing carbon, and supporting local 
water quality. The remainder of the land is a combination of agriculture (11%), developed areas (9.6%), 
wetlands (3.2%), and open water features such as lakes and streams (3.3%). 

Table 6. Land Cover Type Percent 
Cover 

Forest 72.1% 

Agriculture 11.0% 
Developed Areas 9.6% 
Wetland 3.2% 
Pond/Lake/Stream 3.3% 
Other 0.7% 

These percentages, mapped in the Natural Resource Inventory (below), provide a framework for 
ƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊШőŸƽШũċŰĬШƨƚĲШĦŸŰƣƖŔĤƨƣĲƚШƣŸШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰќƚШĲĦŸũŸŊŔĦċũШŉƨŰĦƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШĦƨũƣƨƖċũШŔĬĲŰƣŔƣǃЮ 
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Forestland 

9ċŰċċŰќƚШŉŸƖĲƚƣƚШċƖĲШƓƖŔůċƖŔũǃШĦŸůƓŸƚĲĬШŸŉШŰŸƖƣőĲƖŰШőċƖĬƽŸŸĬШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚЯШƚƨĦőШċƚШÉƨŊċƖШ~ċƓũĲЯШ
American Beech, White Ash, Yellow Birch, and Eastern Hemlock. These forests thrive across a range of 
elevations and microclimates and are part of a broader 254,000-acre intact forest region that spans 
ƚĲƻĲƖċũШŰŸƖƣőĲċƚƣĲƖŰШƚƣċƣĲƚШċũŸŰŊШƣőĲШÑċĦŸŰŔĦШ~ŸƨŰƣċŔŰƚЮШÑőŔƚШƖĲŊŔŸŰШŔƚШĦŸŰƚŔĬĲƖĲĬШċШљÉŔŊŰŔŉŔĦċŰƣШ
7ŔŸĬŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃШ ƖĲċњШĤǃШƣőĲШ ĲƽШòŸƖťШ ċƣƨƖċũШcĲƖŔƣċŊĲШÂƖŸŊƖċůШы ò cÂьШĬƨĲШƣŸШŔƣƚШĲĦŸũŸŊŔĦċũШŔŰƣĲŊƖŔƣǃШċŰĬШ
connectivity. 

Forests in Canaan provide essential services, including: 

Ӭ Carbon sequestration (trees store carbon dioxide, helping mitigate climate change) 
Ӭ Stream shading, which helps regulate water temperature for cold-water species 
Ӭ Wildlife habitat, supporting species such as the Fisher, Red Squirrel, and migratory birds 

The Nature of the Place: A History of Living with the Land in  Columbia County, NY т authored by Conrad 
Vispo offers additional information on the area's floodplain forests, the plant and animal diversity of 
Columbia County, and more. Natural resource descriptions, ecological and biodiversity surveys, habitat 
mapping, and agroecological context related to farming in the area also are provided. Climate change, 
however, threatens to shift the composition of these forests. As temperatures rise and precipitation 
patterns change, cold-adapted species may decline while warmer-climate species, such as oaks and 
hickories, become more common.  

Agriculture 

Although covering a smaller proportion of the town today, agriculture remains an important part of 
9ċŰċċŰќƚШũċŰĬШƨƚĲШċŰĬШƖƨƖċũШŔĬĲŰƣŔƣǃЮШÅŸƨŊőũǃШΝΝӖШŸŉШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰШŔƚШĦũċƚƚŔŉŔĲĬШċƚШċŊƖŔĦƨũƣƨƖċũШũċŰĬЯШ
including hayfields, pastures, cropland, and open meadows. These lands offer not only local food 
production and economic opportunity, but also critical habitat for grassland species such as the 
Bobolink, which is in decline across much of its range. 

cŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũũǃЯШċŊƖŔĦƨũƣƨƖĲШƽċƚШĦĲŰƣƖċũШƣŸШ9ċŰċċŰќƚШĲĦŸŰŸůǃЮШfŰШΝΥΤΡЯШƣőĲШƣŸƽŰШĤŸċƚƣĲĬШΞΜΜШŉċƖůƚЯШ
collectively generating $84,000 in productsуa significant figure at the time. Much of this agriculture 
took place on now-reforested hillsides that were once cleared for sheep grazing during the peak of the 
19th-ĦĲŰƣƨƖǃШƽŸŸũШŔŰĬƨƚƣƖǃЮШÑőĲШƚƣŸŰĲШƽċũũƚШƣőċƣШĦƖŔƚƚĦƖŸƚƚШƣŸĬċǃќƚШŉŸƖĲƚƣƚШċƖĲШƖĲůŰċŰƣƚШŸŉШƣőŔƚШƓĲƖŔŸĬЮ 

ÑŸĬċǃЯШƣőĲШ9ŸũƨůĤŔċШ9ŸƨŰƣǃШ ŊƖŔĦƨũƣƨƖċũШċŰĬШ[ċƖůũċŰĬШÂƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŸŰШÂũċŰШŔĬĲŰƣŔŉŔĲƚШљƓƖŔŸƖŔƣǃШŉċƖůũċŰĬњШŔŰШ
Canaanуparcels that have high-quality soils, reliable water access, historical significance, or 
ecological value. Preserving these parcels from conversion to development is critical to maintaining the 
viability of local agriculture and rural character. 

The Table below details information about land in Canaan that is enrolled in the NYS Certified 
Agricultural District Program:  
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Table 7. Details of the NYS Certified Agricultural District in Canaan  
Land Use Parcels Acres 
Agricultural 2 33.5 
Residential with Agriculture 3 189.0 
Single-Family Residential 39 753.1 
Multiple Residences 3 222.0 
2-Family Residential 1 11.9 
Community Services 1 0.9 
Parks and Preserves 2 233.9 
Vacant 26 571.0 
Total 77                      2,015  
     
Parcels Partially within Ag District  Parcels Acres in District  
Residential with Agriculture 1 74.7 
Single-Family Residential 2 101.0 
Parks and Preserves 1 126.7 
Vacant 2 69.6 
Total 6 372 
     

Total fully or partially in District  83                     2,387  

   
Land under conservation easement within Ag District  
Land Use Parcels Acres 
Residential with Agriculture 1 33.4 
Single-Family Residential 1 43.2 
Parks and Preserves 2 233.9 
Vacant 2 56.3 
Total 6 367 
     
Parcels Partially within Ag District  Parcels Acres in District  
Parks and Preserves 1 126.7 
Vacant 1 54.6 
Total 2 181 
     

Total conserved in District  4                        415  
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Land Use  

Table 8 below details all the 
different land uses in Canaan. 
Out of 22,524 total acres, about 
half of the land area is classified 
as being residential. It is the 
largest land use in the Town. 
Vacant land takes up about 32% 
ŸŉШƣőĲШÑŸƽŰќƚШũċŰĬШĤċƚĲ. About 
1,052 acres are permanently 
conserved, 157 acres are 
partially conserved, totaling 
about 1,209.9 acres of preserved 
land in the Town. There are 77 
parcels of land (~2,015 acres) of 
land included in the Columbia 
County Agricultural District #10. 

Table 8. Land Use Parcels Acres 
Agricultural 6                   166.0  
Residential with Agriculture 6                   558.6  
Single-Family Residential 936            10,966.8  
2-Family Residential 19                      83.2  
3-Family Residential 2                      19.6  
Multiple Residences 23               1,126.9  
Seasonal Residential 4                      27.1  
Apartments 3                         3.2  
Commercial 29                   231.5  
Industrial 1                         2.2  
Recreation and Entertainment 8                   362.0  
Community Services 16                   760.7  
Public Services 9                   159.8  
Private Forest 2                   104.7  
Parks and Preserves 6                   805.6  
Unknown 4                      25.7  
Vacant 393               7,120.9  
Total 1467               22,524  

   

Conservation Easement Parcels Parcels Acres 
Agricultural 1                      17.2  
Residential with Agriculture 1                      33.4  

Parcels of Land Included in the Columbia County Agricultural District 
#10, 




















































































































































